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PREFACE. 



I HAD reafon to fuppofe that the laft 
political and military work I fliould be- 
queath to pofteritjr would be the hiftory of 
what had pafTed in Europe, from the year 
1756 to the year 1763, when the peace of 
Hubertlbtirg was concluded. After fo many 
laborious campaigns, by which my confti- 
tution had been dcftroyed, my advanced age 
began to make me fenfible of thofe infirmi- 
ties which were the neceffary refult, gave 
xne a glimpfe of the goal of life which I 
was approaching, and induced me to fore- 
bode that the only fervices I could hereafter 
render the ftate would be to efface, by a 
fage and a^ve adminiftration, the infinite 
evils which war had inflided on all the pro- 
vinces of the Pruffian monarchy. There 

was 
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was reafon to hope, after the violent ihock$ 
which had been felt by Europe during the 
laft war, that calm ferenity would fucceed 
to ftorms fo numerous. The preponderat-* 
ing powers were wearied, by the prodigious 
efforts they had been obliged to make. The 
exhaufted ftate pf thqir finances infpired 
fentiments of moderation, which banifhed 
that animofity to the indulgence of which 
they had yielded with but too much unre-. 
ferve. Weary at length of fo many ufelefs 
labours^ they were only delirous of confirmri 
ing the public tranquillity. 

This tranquillity was ftill more neceffary 
to l^ruffia than to the reft of Europe, for ihe 
had borne almoft the whole burthen of the 
war. It is impoffible to pifture the ftkte of 
this kingdom, except by the image of a man 
whofe body is pierced by a thoufand fwords, 
weakened , by the lofs of blood, and ready 
to fink under the weight of his fufFerings; 
for whom regimen was neceffary to his con- 
valtfcence, reftoratives to give him vigour, 
and balms to heal his wounds. Under fuch 
circumftances, government could only fol- 
low the example of a wife phyfician, who, 

aided 
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aided by time and gentle remedies, recovers 
the powers of an extenuated body. 

Thefe confiderations were fo forcible that 
the domeftic government of the ftate ab- 
forbed my whole attention. The nobility 
were exhaufted, the people ruined; nume-: 
rpus villages had been burned; many towns 
had been deftroyed, as well by fieges as by' 
incendiaries fuborned by the enemy. One 
univerfal anarchy had overthrown all order; 
the police and the government of finances 
wgre iu the utmoft confufion; in a word, 
defplation was become general. Add, to 
thefe ijuiperous embarraflments, that of the 
death of the old counfellors and minifters 
of finance, during the courfe of the war; 
• fo that, fmgly as I may fay and unfupponed, 
I was obliged to feleft new agents, and at 
the fame time 'to form them to the exercife 
of thofe offices to which they were deftined. 
Nor was the army in a better fituation 
than the reft of the country. Seventeen 
battles had cut off the flower of the officers . 
and the foldiers; the regiments were half . 
(Jeftroyed, and compofed in part of defer- 
ters, or of prifoners taken from the enemy. 

Order 
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Order had almoft difappe^fed, ahd' difci- 
pline was fo much relaxed that our old 
corps of infantry were not fuperior to new 
raifed militia. It was therefore neceflary to 
think of recruiting the regiments, and of 
re-eftablifhing order and difcipline; partis 
cularly of infpiring the young officers with 
the love of glory, that this degraded body 
of men might recover its ancient energy. 

The pidurc which politics prefented was 
not more flattering than that we have ex- 
pofed to view. The condud of England, 
toward the clofe of the laft war, had b^roken 
off our alliance with that ppwer. The fepa- 
rate peace flie had concluded with France, the 
negotiations ihe had attempted in Ruffia, to 
embroil me with the empieror Peter III. the 
advances fhe had made at the court of Vi- 
enna, to facrifice my interefls to that court, 
all thefe inftances of ill faith having difTolved 
the connedions which had united me to 
Great Britain, I was left after the general 
peace fmgle, and deflitute of allies in Eu- 
rope. 

This critical fituation was not however 

of long duration; for, toWard the end of 

2 ' the 
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the year 1763, affairs affumed a more fa- 
vourable afpeA. The court of Ruffia had 
been ftunned, as it were, by the fudden 
reyolution which had happened there, and 
time was ncceffary to recover recoUedion. 
Scarcely had the new emprefs fecured her 
donreftic government before flxe extended 
her views, and made approaches to Pruflia. 
At firft, thefe were nothing more than ex- 
planations; but the mutual neceffity of 
ViX^oti was foon feen not to be'problematic 
At ,the tiune that this negotiation began to 
ibengpthen^ Auguftus III. king of Poland 
idied ; ^nd this wie^pe^^ event was fuffi- 
cient to appelerate the condiufion of a de- 
fenflve alliapce^ between RuiSa and Pruflia. 
The emprefs wiflied to dii^fe of the vacant 
tjbu:Qi;ie at her pleafure j and Prqflia was the 
ally that b^fl: might <:onduce to effed this 
puipofe. Staniflaus Ppniatowfky was ac- 
cordingly, foop after, rfeded king of Po- 

Nor would this eledipn have been attend- 
^ed with any difagreeable confequences, had 
the cmpjref? ftopped there ; but ihe further 
required the republic fhould grant very con- 

fiderable 



W P K Z 1? A C t. 

fidcrablc privileges to the diffidents. Thefe 
new pretenfibas excited a univerfal infur- 
tcdlion, in Poland. The grandees of the 
kingdom implored the fiiccour of the Turk; 
war foon after was kindled, and the Ruffian 
Armies hid only to appear in order to van- 
quifh the MuiTulm^n in all their encoun-* 
ters. 

This Wai^ changed the whole political fyf- 
tem of Europe . A new dareer being opened, 
he muft have been without addrefs, or bu- 
ried in ftupid torpor, who fhould have neg- 
lected to profit by fo advantageous an op-* 
portunity. I had read the beautiful allc^ 
gory of Boyardo. I therefore took time by 
the forelock, and, by dint of negotiation, I 
eflfed^ed an indemnification in favour of our 
monarchy for all its <paA lofTes, by incorpo- 
^ rating Polifh Pruffia with my former pro- 
vinces. This was one of the moft impor- 
tant acquifitions we could poffibly make; 
becaufe it joined Pomerania and Eaflem 
Pruffia, and, by rendering* lis maflers of the 
Viflula, we gained the double advantage of 
being able to defend this kingdom, and of 
levying very confiderable tolls on the Vif- 
3 tula ; 
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tula; the whole trade of Poland being car- 
ried on upon that river. 

The attainment of PomercUia, which will 
(land as an epocha in the annals of Pruflia, 
has appeared to me a circumftance fuffi- 
ciently remarkable to be traijfmitted at length 
to ppfterity J efpecially as I myfelf was a 
witnefs of and an aftor in the fcene. The 
original pieces of the negotiations which I 
fliall expofe, in the courfe of the work, are 
all to be found among the archives of Pruf- 
fian foreign affairs. I have divided thefe 
memoirs into three chapters. The firft 
treats pf negotiation^ and political affairs, 
from the peace of Hubertfburg to the paci- 
fication of Poland. The fecond embraces, 
affdrs of finance ; the new branches of com- 
merce that have been eftablifhed; the lands 
that have been cleared, in various provinces; 
the produds of Weftern Pruflia, and the^ 
improvements of which it ftill is fufceptible. 
The third contains all thofe objeds that 
have any relation to the army, its eflablifh- 
ment, its augmentation ; the number of new 
corps levied, after the acquifition of Pome- 
jrcllia: the ftate of the troops, which was 

fixed 
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fixed in ttmke c£ ptraee at a hundred and 
eighty-fix thoufand mtnj the artillery, and 
all the arrangements neceflary to gire mo^ 
don to the rmafs* 

I ought at the fame time to inform the 
reader that, having felt fome repugnance; to 
fpeak continually of myfelf throughout a 
long narration, I have preferred fpeaking 
of fads in the third perfon to an egotlfm 
fo difguftii^. I fliall therefore fimply .con- 
fine myfelf to the office of a hiftorian, who 
is defirous of defcribing, with truth and 
precifion, the everUis which happened in his 
time, without either exaggerating or falfi- 
fying the fmalleft circumftances* I never 
during my life deceived any iDn^ ftill Jefe 
wocdd I deceive pofterity. 
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Qftbe StaU $f PoliUcs^ from tbt Tear 1763 rt 

tbi Tear 1775. 

IN order to obtain a juft idea of the political 
fituation of Europe, after the peace of Hu* 
bcrtiburg, it is rcquifite we ftiould recoiled that 
all its kingdoms were nearly in a like propor* 
tion exhaufted. France had made peace with 
England, becaufe (he wanted fufficient funds 
for the campaign of the year 1 763. Nor would 
the emprefs queen have concluded the peace of 
Hubertfburg, if her peculiar refourccs had not 
vox,. IV, B totally 
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totally failed. The king of Pruffia only w^ 
ftill in poffeffion of ready money, becaufe he 
had always had the prudence to keep the fup- 
plies for the year in advance in his treafury. 
The want of fpccie influenced political views, 
and each power was defirous of maihtaining the 
public tranquillity, that it might gm timt to 
recover its ftrength. 

Probably this was one of the caufes whicit 
moft contributed to the continuance of the treaty 
that had been concluded at Verfailles, between 
the emperor, France, and Spain. Auftria no 
doubt was moil benefited by this treaty ; becaufe 
that, being fure of France, (he had nothing to 
fear either in Flanders or in Italy ; and thus it 
was in her power to employ all her forces againfl 
Pruffia, if it fhould become needful. France^ 
on the other part, in fafitty from the formidable 
hoi^e of Auffaia, beheld her . frontiers in no 
danger of infult ; and, as fhe could forefee no 
{joffil^lity of a continental war, fhe was enabled 
to confine her whole attention to the increafe of 
her navy ; which, added to that of Spain, might 
hereafter infpire the Englifh fleets with awe. 

Thefe provident views were well founded. 
T*he peace of Aix-la-Chapelle had been too 
precipitately concluded: many ppints which 
ought to have been clearly explained were but 

ilightly 
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flightly mentioned ; as that of the right of fi(h^ 
ing^ granted to the French on the banks of New-^ 
foundland; the Manilla ranfbm^ which Eng-^ 
land demanded from Spain ; and other matters 
whicfa^ in reality, were of fmall importance^ 
but which were fufficient to fkpply thofe reftlefs 
men with pretences who (hould wi(h to excite 
difturbances. 

Neither were reafons of recipi'ocal conve- 
nience the only ones which united the two houfes 
of Bourbon to the renovated houfe of Hapf- 
burg ; the charafter and mode of thinking fi 
the miniftcrs who governed at Vienna and Ver- 
failles did not leTs contribute* Prince Kaunits^ 
of a haughty and imperious mind, regarded tho 
treaty of Verfailles as his chef-d'oeuvre in poli-* 
tics. He applauded himfelf for hating difarm^ 
ed the ancient enemies of the houfe of Auflria ( 
and for having foreftalled their fervices, in be* 
half of the emperor, againft the king of Proffia* 
The duke de Choifeul was bom in Lorraine $ 
his father, the count de Stainville^ had been 
fent ambaflador from the court of Vienna, to 
France ; fo that the duke, (till imagining him- 
felf a vallal of the emperor, was in his heart 
more attached to Auftria than to France. It 
therefore was not wonderful that the propenfi- 
ties of thefe two prime minivers Qiould fuppcnrc 

Ba the 
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tbc aniance:theyhftd formed;' or that this alli-i 
ancelhould cdntiiiue^ fo long as the pcomoters 
of it (hould preiirrYC their influence over the 
minds pf their cnaftcrs. 

Turning our eyes hence towardPniiffia, we 
there fhall perceive that kingdom' (landing 
ak)ne# and without aU aliiance«--«Here follow 
the reafons. 

. When Mr.;Piit quitted the helm his place 
was beftowed upon lord Bute^ a Scotch earh 
This ^i^gliOi minjfler broke off all the connec* 
tions which fubfifted between the two courts. 
England, as we have before faidi having con* 
eluded peace wjth .France, had facrificed to her 
the interefts of Pruflia ; and had offered the 
conqueft of Silefia to thfe houfe of Auftria; that, 
by favour of this fervice, the ancient ties be* 
twcen the Imperial court and that of Great Bri* 
tain might be renewed. As if thrfe jMTOceed- 
ings had ilill been infufficient, lord 9ute had fet 
every engine at,wx)rk, at Peter(burg) to embroil 
the king with the emperor Peter IIL, in which 
attempts however he was- uafuccefefuL Itt&ith fa 
repeated had interrupted all the frienddup which 
had before exifted between Pruflia and En^atfd^ 
^nd, to that alliance which reciprocal wftnts had 
produced, malignity the mofl; potent, and hAtred 
^le. mgft violent^ fuccteded* Thitf it ,happ«icd 

that 
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that the Vmg. rentained fingly on the fieid ob 
batde ; wh^c indeed , no one eame t^ attack^ 
him, but neither did any pcribn prefent himftK 
for his defcficc ; a lituauon only riipt>ort&ble by> 
bdng fhort,; and which GOiddndt long; endure; 
for which roafon it prefently und^ifwent^ Changtf, 
' Toward the clofc of thfe y^ar 1763^ ncgocia*^ 
tions were begun in Ruffi^- for the condufioAr 
of a defenfivc alliance with that power. The 
only perfoii yt^l inclined toward Pruffia, at that 
time at Pewrftwg, wasr count Panin. The 
.-.ancient enemy of die king, chancellor Befl:uch«f,> 
that promoter of all the miCunderftandings that 
had happened between the two courts, clan- 
deftinely oppofed the negotiation^ and was fop. 
ported in- the private ear erf" tbc^ cmprefs by 
count Ork)w; Th& courts of Vienna and DreT^ 
den fecretly caballed^ as much . as th^y wcbc^ 
able, (hat they nught traverfe count: Sqin^«. 
The Auftrians r^prefent^ to the emprefs of 
]luffia that theirs w^s the only power the 9!^- 
^^e of which could, be advantageous to the 
Mufcovites ; becaufe that the, court of Viennar 
only could ^ffift them againft the Turks, theif 
common eneiny. The Saxons^ had other xe*f 
foas for endeavouring to countcraA the nego^ 
tiations of count Solms. They folicited the 
fupoprt and proteftioii of the empr^ that Aey 
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might thereby clear tl^c road to the fucceffion 
of the throne of Poland, Tdiienever Auguftus 
IIL ibould die. The Saxons, govecoed by 
count Bruhl, the conftant foe of the Pruffians, 
were befide difpofed to join their intrigues to 
tbofe of any other power, to impede or diminiih 
whatever might ^ve influence to the king, in 
the affairs of Europe. 

Some peculiar event was neceflary to totni- 
nate this crifis, and it came in good time. Au<« 
guftus IIL king of Poland died at Drefden, on 
the 4th of Oftober, of the fame year, 1763. 
His fon, the eleftor of Saxony, foon followed 
his father to the grave. The grandfon of Au* 
guflus, who then became eleftor, was at that 
time in his minority. Thefe two fo fudden 
deaths, added to a young prince in his mino^ 
lity, quickly chahged the face of affairs ; and 
the intrigues and cabals of the French, the 
Saxons, and the Auftrians, were afterward all 
ineffbftual at Peteilbur^. Count Panin gained 
his caufe, and became prime minifl:er ; and^ in 
confequcnce of the aftendency he poflefled over 
the niind of the emprefs, he peifuaddd her to 
place a piafte * on the throne of Poland. That 
(he might proceed with {greater certainty, Cathe* 

* A noUc Me, of a hwSiy IbppoM to fet deli«ode4 
ftomtlieaiicieittkipgsoffidavid, Tm 
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rinc communicated her projefts to the king of 
Pruflia^ who promifed them his fupport ; and > 
without waiting till the treaty which then was 
negotiating at Peterfburg was figned^ his am* 
baflader at Warfaw was inftruded to aid the 
Ruffian ambaflador^ whp was then in that capi- 
tal^ and to make the moll powerful and ner- 
vous infinuations^ relative to the future eledion^ 
as well to the primate as to the grandees of Po* 
land. This well-imagined proceeding at length 
brought the irrefolution of the court of Peterf- 
burg to a deciiion ; the Ruffian minifters indi- 
cated to their fovereign how much their nego- 
tiations had been facilitated by the affifbtnce 
given by the king of Pruffia; and this finally 
determined Catherine to conclude the alliance 
which the monarch had propofed. In the 
month of January, 1764, the counter plan wai 
fent from Berlin to count Solms; and, after 
fome difliculties had been furmounted, relative 
to the concurrence and affiftancc which the em- 
prefs required from the king, the important 
treaty was iigned, fome time in the mondi of 
March. 

To avoid being tedious, I (hall content niy- 
felf with relating, in a few words, the fubflance 
of the treaty. — It was limited, and was to con- 
tinue in force <m\y eight years. The mutual 

64 guaran^ 
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guarantee of the poffeflion of the two contraft* 
ing powers was ftipulated; Hor wis truce, or 
peace, to be made without the confent of bbdi. 
A reciprocal aid was promifed of a )Dody of ten 
thoufand foot, and two thoufand horfe; and, 
by a fecret article, ^ it was agreed that, fliould 
the king be attacked on the banks of the Rhine, 
or the emprefs toward the Crimea, this fuccour 
(hould be rated at the annual fum of (out hun- 
dred thoufand rubles, or four hundred and 
eighty thoufand Pruffian crowns. With refped 
ta Poland, the parties engaged to oppofe the 
government of this kingdom becoming here- 
ditary, and not to fuffer the enterprifes of any 
to fucceed who fliould eiideavour to change the 
form of government, and to introduce monar- 
chical power in Poland. It was further pro- 
mifed to proteft the diffidents agaiilft the op- 
prefEon of the national church; and, finally, 
by a fecret convention, which was figned on 
the fame day, it was agreed that the eleftion 
(hould alight on a piafte, and this piafte was 
^aniilaus Poniatowfty, Stolnic of Lithuania, 
long known to the emprefs of Ruffia, and whofe 
perfon ihe had found agreeable. 

Ten thoufand Ruffians foon approa^ed 
Warfew, while the Prufiians, on the frontiers of 
IFoknd, gave demonftnttionaf which might con- 

vince 
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vince -thefe republicans, as ^ell as foreign pow-^ 
ers, that thofe who fliould wifti to oppofe the 
cledion, contrary to the wiil of Ruffia- and 
Pruffia^ would find with whom they had to 
contend; and that might induce them, more 
than once, to think ferioufly on the fiibjeft. 
The time drew nigh when the diet of eledion 
was to affemble, and the dignity of the two 
courts was enough concerned to fend thither a 
titled ambaffador of the fijft order. The king 
appointed the prince of Carolath Schonaich to 
this cmbafly,, who immediately repaired to 
Warfaw. 

The form of the .diet was changed : it was 
aflembled (May) vender the title of a confedera- 
tion, thereby to anntkl the Uhrum *Veip, or thc^ 
JV/V Pes vallum of the contrary party, and that 
the plurality of votes might be fuffiqlent to 
fanftion the refolutions whi<:h the deputies of 
the Palatinates were to be obliged to take. To - 
this diet another fucceeded> in the month of 
Auguft, which in like manner aflumed the form 
of a confederation ; and it was the latter which 
on the 7th of September, by the forcible recom- 
mendations and.fupport of the Ruffian and Pruf- 
iian ambailad<>rs^* unanimoufly eleded Stahiflaus • 
FQniatow&y king of Poland* His title^ as * 
7 fuch, 
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fuchy was acknowledged by all the powers of 
Europe. 

A third diet was neceflary for the coronation. 
The Czartorinfkies^ uncles of the new kingp 
prevailed on the confederation, which ftill fub- 
fifted, to entirely abolifli die Uherum veto, by 
which they would have been rendered the ab- 
folute matters of the deliberations of the repub* 
lie. The king of Prulfia, fearing thefe efforts 
might be attended with difagreeable confe- 
quences, by introducing a very considerable 
change in the government of a republic, the 
provinces of which lay fo near his own, informed 
the court of Peteriburg of their proceedings, 
which entered into his views. They ftill how- 
ever fuffered the form of the confederation to 
remain, till the enfuing diet. 

1765. What followed were but fruitlefs ne- 
gotiations for the abolition of a general tax, 
which the diet of convocation had fubftituted to 
a tax on the nobility. This new regulation be- 
ing contrary to the antecedent treaty of Welau, 
the king was authorifed in making reprifals 
upon the republic. The fieur Goltz was fent to 
Warfaw, to accommodate the diflference. The 
emprefs of Ruffiawas appointed arbitratrix, 
and the newly inftituted taxes^ were abolilhed 
by both parties* 

The 
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The court rf Petcrfburg, diflatisfied widi the 
condud of the king c^ Poland^ and ftill more . 
by that of his uncles, the Czartorinfkies, hj 
whom he was governed, fent the fieur Saldern 
to Warfaw^ to obferve them, and to make 
proper remonftrances, that they might employ 
greater moderation and wifdom in their pit)ce« 
dure. 

From Warlaw this negotiator made a journey 
to Berlin, being charged with vaft projeds, 
which had been formed by count Panin, whofe 
inclination led him to the oftentatious and the 
fplendid. Saldern, who ndther poflefled the 
forms of breeding nor du£tility of mind, fpokc 
in the tone of a Roman didator, that he might 
enforce the king to give his confent for the ac« 
eeffion of England, Sweden, Denmark, and Sax- 
ony, to the treaty o£ Peterfburg. An enterprifc 
lik« this being totally contrary to the interefts of 
Pruilia, it was impoffible the king (hould com- 
ply. How in effeft could it be fuppofcd the 
ling would enter into arrangements with Eng* 
land, after the treatment he had received from 
that ppwcr? The aid which couk} be obtained 
from Sweden, Denmark, and Saxony, was a 
QuUity J for f hefe powers could only be enabled 
to ad by paying them heavy fubfidies ; and ftill 
IROf Cj being in friendlhip with Ruffia, they might 

tOQ 
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too much participate that influence whicli the 
king himfclf there hoped to obtain.^ It was 
therefore better timely to kee^ them at a dif^ 
tance ; and efpecially betaufe competitors ought 
not to be multiplied without neceffity, ' ' 

All thefe reafbns concurred to make the king 
decline the prbpofitions of the iieur Saldern. 
The ambaffador took fire, imagining himfelf to 
be the prsetorPopilius, and fuppofing his majefty 
to be Antiochus, king of Syria. He wifhecf 
to prefcribe laws to a monarch : but the king, 
not in the leafl believing himfelf to be the 
fovcreign of the Syrians, difmifTed the mi- 
nifter with kH poffible coolnefs, afJuring him 
that he ihould ever be the friend of the 
Ruffians, but never their ' flave. Diffatisfiedf 
with having found a prince fo little fubmif^ 
live to his commands, Saldem repaired froni 
Berlin to Copenhagen; where, wholly at hii 
eafe, difplaying his defpotifm and his unlimited 
pretentions^ he fo entirely fubjugated the mind 
of the king of Denmark that he difmilTed the 
minifters and generals whodifpleafed ^im, and 
fubflituted his creatures in theif flead; after 
which lie concluded an eventual treaty of ex- 
change, between the dutchy of Holftein Gottorp, 
which was to revert to Denmark, and the coun- 

ties 
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tics: of Okicn}>urg and Dclmenhorft, which 
the princes of Holftein were to receive in Keu 
of the d«tchy^ey were to lofe. 

Toward the end of the year^ another diet was 
^flembled in Poland. The emprefs of RufEa 
declared herfelf the proteftrefs of the diflidents, 
a certain number of whom* were of the Greek 
churchi She req\iired that the free exercife of 
their f eligicm ftiouUi be granted them, and that 
they might be capable of afting in any pod of 
goYemment, as well as their rival countrymen. 
This propofition was the caufe of all the trou- 
bles and the wars which followed. The Pruf- 
fian envoy prefented a memorial to the diet, jto 
iofinuate to th^n that his mafler could not be- 
hold the abolition of thfe Liherum vetdj the levy- 
ing of new taxes, and the augmentation of the 
troops of -the crown, with an indifferent eye; 
and the republic paid refpcd to this remon-. 
(farance. 

It ittd not the fame complaifance for the pri- 
vileges which had been demanded 4ri -favour of 
the diflidents. Far from paying deference, the 
diet, in a kind of fanatic ehthuiiafm, confirmed 
the laws of which the diflidents had moft caufe 
XQ complain. The moft favourable thing the 
jcourt of Ruffia was able to obtain was to diiSblve 

the 
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the diet, and the confederadon by whkh it bad 
been formed. 

1 766. Stung to the quick at the unmannered 
infolence of the Poles toward her, the ^mprefe 
came to a rcfolution to fupport the caufe of the 
diffidents by open force. She immediately in* 
vited the king to co-operate in the meafures 
which (he intended to take; and this he had 
already engaged himfelf to perform, in virtue 
€>f bis treaty of alliance. 

During all thefe agitations of Poland, the 
marriage of the prince of Pruflia with the prin* 
cefs Elizabeth, the fourth daughter of die duke 
of Brunfwick, was concluded. Four perfbns 
were concerned in the fucceflion. The prince 
of PrufEa ; prince Henry, who was foon after 
carried off by the fmall-pox; prince Henry, 
brother of the king; and prince FenUnand, 
who at that time had no male heir. 

1767. But let us return to Poland, from 
which we haye wandered. The dcfpotifin with 
which the court of Peterfburg afted in that re- 
public was rcvoltbg to the Sarmatians, and in* 
duced a part of Europe to oppofe Ruflia. . It 
was with difficulty that the court of Vienna 
could conceal its jealoufy and difcontent. France 
which ftill prcferved die remains of that fpirit 
of grandeur that had fo highly manif^ed itfelf 

5 in 
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In the time of Louis XIV. could ill brook any 
great change fhould be effefted in Eufopc, in 
which (he Ihould take no part. The duke de 
Choifeul^ who enjoyed the royal puiflance with- 
out the title of royalty, was the moft refllefs 
and the leaft forbearing man to whom France 
ever gave birth. He beheld the eledion of a 
king of Poland, without the concurrence of his 
mafter, as an infult on the kingdom. To re- 
venge this ideal affront, he would immediately 
have engaged France in a new war, had he not 
been reftrained by the poverty of the ftate, and 
by the dillike of Lx>uis XV. for any fuch pro- 
jefts. He found fome compcnfation for his in- 
ability to ad by oppofing the Ruffians whenever 
he found an opportunity. Thus, that he might 
refufe the emprefs the title of Imperial majefty, 
he had recourfe to the French academy, which 
was obliged to decide that the expreflion was 
not good French. This is {Htiful vengeance^ 
unworthy of enlarged minds ; nor (hould I re- 
port fuch wretched artifices, did they not depid 
the charadlers of men. 

The emperor Francis I. had died, at In- 
fpruck, in the year 1765. His fon Jofeph 11. 
who had been crowned king of the Romans, 
fucceedcd him without oppofition. This young 
prince made a tour into Bohemia and Saxony, 

that 
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that he might examine the ground which had 
' been the theatre of the laft war. As he was to 
pafs through Torgau, the king propofed an in* 
terview between them, which was refufed, by thft 
cmprefs's mother and prince Kaunit2u • The 
emperor felt fome chagrin at this refufal, and 
caufed the king of Pruffia to be informed that 
he would find means to make reparation for 
the rudencfs which his pedagogues had obliged 
him to commit. 

The difcontent of the Poles was become how- 
ever almoft general. The whole natiim exr 
ciaimM aloud. Might they have been believed, 
the Ruffians were attempting the deftruftipn of 
the Catholic religioA ; and every prince, born 
in the bofam of the Apoftolic and Roman 
church, was in confcifence obliged to come to 
their affiftance. Thefe clamours often repeated 
began to make fome impreffion on the court <rf 
Vienna. The ill humour of the emprefs occa^ 
fioned' fome motions of the troops in the Au- 
fbrian provinces; military arrangements were 
begun, not fuch as are neceffary for immedi- 
ately taking the field, but of the nature of thofe 
which are the preludes of any gjrand meditated 
defign. The rumour of thefe warlike prepara- 
tions, which .every where began to be fpread, 
gave fome al&rm to the court of Peterfburg; 

and 



Arid the fears with ^hich they infpired the em^ 
prefs of Ruffia were the caufe that a fecret con* 
Vention was entered into^ between Muicovy 
and Pruffia^ which wa$ prompdy concluded. 
(April ajd.) 

The fubftance of Khi% w^ diat the emprefji 
ihould march a body of trpops into Poland^ to 
the fupport of the diitukn^ j aadi V^ order t^ 
avoid giving new umbrage to thei cpurt of Vieijir 
toz^ the aid which tb6 king fiiou|d itfibrd to th^ 
cnterprizes of the Ru0ians (hould be confined 
to vigorous dcclarationtj fuch a^ might intimi'^ 
dale the diflati^ed ; but it was a^eed that^ if 
the court of Vienna (hould march troops into 
Poland to commence bc^Ujties agaiiUl the 
Euihans, his majefty then (hould declare him^ 
felf, ad openly againft the Auftrians^ and eveUr 
make a powerful diverfion into their pro« 
vinces. 

It was furthef ilgreed thati m ton^lderatioit 
of this war Which the king would have to fuf« 
um, folely to promote the interefts of Ruffia^ 
the tmprefs fltiould alfift him with & body of her 
fprcf s^ and (hould pfoqar^ him fome propet 
recompenfe whenever peace (hould be con- 
cluded. The coniiedions which daily became 
more intimate between the king and Ruffia 

j^vcrawed thp xmtft of Vieno^i andi as the 
voir* IV. C perils 



perils to which (he would be cxpofed wert 
more confiderable than the advantages (he could 
procure herfelf, flie thought proper to remain 
a tranquil fpe6tator of thcfe proceedings. 

During the prefent year, 1767, the marriage 
of the princefs Wilhelmina, the king's niece, 
was celebrated with the prince of Orange. Thii 
marriage could hive no political influence. It 
went no further than to procure a proper cfta* 
bliOiment for^ princefs of the blood. 

Let us again return to the affairs of Poland; 
The diflidents^ following the infligarions of 
RufEa, formed a confederation, and were pro* 
tefted by the Miifcovite troops, which had 
lately entered the kingdom. The Pniffian refi- 
dent, at Warfaw, at the fame time deiclared that 
the king mufl fupport the diffidcnts in confe* 
quence of a claufe in the treaty of Olivai 
«nd of his alliance with the emprefs of Ruffia; 
and that he intireated the republic to take their 
grievances into confideration. The king of 
Poland granted the deputies of thefe diflidents 
zn audience, which was produftive of ^Jenatus^ 
eonfilium (Odober 5th) that convoked an extra- 
ordinary diet. 

The diet aflembled under the proteAion of the 
Ruffian troops that furrounded Warfaw. Prince 
jlepnin^ ambaflador frooi Catharine, employed 

• none 
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teone biit violent methods to fubjagate the diet. 
He carried off the bifliop of Cracovia, the bifiiop 
of Kiow, and the fecond crown general Reze- 
wufky, all of them declared enemies of the diffi- 
dents, who were fent into baniftiment beyond 
Mofcow, toward Siberia* The other nuncies 
Were obliged to limit thd duration of the diet 
to the firft of February, 1768 * ; and commif- 
fkries wete nominated with powers to conclude 
afl^irs definitively, in the name of the republic* 

1768. The Ruffian ambaffador, the Pruf- 
fian, and thofe of the protcftant courts, as 
well as the marftials of the diffidents, were 
prefent it the fittings of thefc commiffioners, by 
whom an ad was figned, in virtue of which the 
diffidents were re^eftabliftied in all their rights. 
They foot after proceeded to fign the cardinal 
laws of the kingdom, by which the power of 
the firft offices of the republic was limited, par- 
ticularly that of the firft crown general. The 
diet was forced to confirm thefe new laws; 
after which it brc^e up. 

So many fovereign ads, exercifed in this re- 
public tty a foreign power, at length incited 
univerfal heat ; nor was it in any manner allayed 
by the pride of prince Repnin. Thofe who 

f ^ The Fxepch cnsoncoufly rca4« 1 767. T. 
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iftrert in p^lfeffion of the firft offices^ with lieaifs 
f^uUclM at the diminution of their power, could 
not forget changes that were ad prejudicial to 
their authority aft they were debaiing. The 
bilhops, the half of whofc diocefes was compofed 
rf diffidehts, and who had flattered themfeltes 
they IhOuld 4ncrcftfe their tythcs by their con- 
verfion, beheld theit hopes annihilated «t the 
promulgation of thefe new laws. They made 
it a common oiufe; and, forefeeing diat the 
people would not take fire to revenge the wrongs 
^ which they individually complained, they 
determined to employ fanaticifm, that they 
toi^t excite the fouls of the ftupid co the 
defence of their pontiffs. 

United by the fame difcontents, the biftiops 
.^d the magnats (grandees) caufed it to be 
rumoured that Ruffia, in conjun^on with the 
king of Poland, wilhed to abolifli the cathdiic- 
^poftolic Roman religion; that deftruftion would 
cnfue if they did not take up arms ; and that, if 
there flill were any zealous and fervent catholics 
to be found, they ought all to fly to the defence 
and falvation of their altars. The people, who 
had been opprefled in the tarious countries 
through which the Ruffian troops weit diftii- 
buted, had already begun to feel impatience,, 
and had On feveral occafions tellified their dif- 

content* 
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content. The foolilh herd, formed to he led hf 
thofe who will but take die trouble to deceive, 
fuffered itfelf to be eafily feduccd by (he pricft- 
hood. The caufc of religion was the fignal, 
and the word^ at which to r^Uy ; the fpirit of 
bigotry feized on all minds^ and the grandees 
profited by the enthufiafm of their ferfs^ to 
ihake off a yoke which they already found to be 
infupportable. Sparks beg^ to be eoiitte^ 
firom what were yet but rn[u>thered embers^ and 
which perhaps'would have been ilifled by thp 
preponderance of the allied courts^ h^ not 
France, which from motives of jealoufy endea- 
voured to divide and trouble the north» blown 
up thofe flames that produced the general con^ 
flagrarbn which enfued. 

The duke de Choifeul was devoured by am- 
bition, and wUhed to impart ipjendour to his 
adminiftration* Too much prejudiced in &vx>ur 
of the pretended teftament of the cardinal de 
Richelieu, the promife cf the cardinal to Louis 
XIII. that he woj^ make his monarchy re- 
jfpeded by all Europe was ever prefcnt to hi« 
mind^ and it was his intent to make Louis XV. 
thyjs refpediajble. But times ^ml circumftances 
were in all iipfpo^ xliiTimilar ; for, in the firil 
place, France was not, under the cwdi^aU 
overwhelmed by debt; and, in tl>e fecpjcid, 

C 3 Euiope 
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Europe had undergone a total change fincc the. 

• 

feventeenth century. Ruffia, which we now be- 
hold afting fo confpicuous a part, was then un- 
known. Pruflia and Brandenbourg were deftitutc 
of energy ; the glory of Sweden was dazzling, 
which at prefent is eclipfed. Befide, what pro- 
jefts may a minifter form, when the means of 
executing them are wanting ; and who, from the 
dread of a general bankruptcy, is incapable of 
any thing except cabal, and is obliged to re- 
nounce all thofe bold enterprizes that might 
enable him to emerge from his ftatc of inadli- 
vity ? 

Thefe obftacles, which could not be removed, 
inftead of calming the inquietude of the duke 
de Choifeul, did but comprefs his genius ; and, 
unable to (et the great engines of politics ixx 
aftion, he gave employment to his reftleflhefs 
by intrigue^ Exclufivc of the jealoufy with 
which the ele(5lion of a king of Poland infpired 
France, fhe having no part in that eleftion, the 
emprefs of Ruffia could not be pardoned, at 
Verfaillc$, for having abandoned the grand al- 
liance, and made a feparatc peace with the king 
of Pruffia. To revenge this, the duke di 
Choifeul excited the Poles and Turks againft 
Catharine. He wiQied at the fame time the 
Swedes fliould make a diverfion in Finland, 
' * * and 



MEMOIRS AFTER THE PEACE. 23 

and Eftonia ; and by thcfe different eflforts he 
hoped to kindie a war againft Ruffia, from which 
it would be difficult for her to extricate herfelf 
with advantage. French emiifaries accordingly 
were difpatched into all parts. Some en^ 
couraged the Poles to defend their freedom ; 
others haftened to Conftantinople, to excite the 
Porte not to behold with eyes of indifference 
the defpetifm which a neighbouring power was 
cxercifing in Poland ; and a third pofle repaired 
to Stockjiolm, to cabal in the diet, change the 
form of government, and render the king abfo- 
lute, that he might make a diverfion againft 
the Ruffians, in favour of the Turks and 
Poles. 

• . Notfatisfied with fo many artifices, the duke de 
Ghoifeul endeavoured to detach the king of Pruf- 
fia from a power which he hoped thus the more 
eafily to crufh; but in this he was unfuccefsful. 
He failed in like manner in Sweden, where the 
Ruffian party in the diet was viftorious over tha^ 
of France. But it was otherwife in Poland, and 
in Turkey. A confederation was formed againft 
Ruffia, during the month of March, in the town 
of Bar, in Poland, of which count Krafzinlky 
was elefted marihal. This confederation pro- 
duced feveral others ; and the confederates fig- 
paliz^d thejrinfurreftion by annulling all the 

C ^ ne\Y 
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H^w Uws (hit had been cnafted* Far front 
iremaining c^tt after tliis firft eflay of their 
power, intoxicated by hepe, and in the ddiriun^ 
of paffion, they afpired at nothing Ids than dt* 
throning (he king; to execute which defigt^ 
tiiey only waited fome fit Opportunity. The 
fovcrcign was informed of their intention. 
Alarmed at the threatening danger, he aflem- 
bled a Jmatus-^onfiliumy in which it was agreed 
that the aid of Ruflia ihou)d be demanded, t<^ 
proted Ponjatowikii wHoni (he had Imaged upon 
the throne. 

This was the fignal of hoftilities, The Rufr 
fians, although they had not ten thoufand men 
in the kingdom, vanquiflied all the confederate's 
by whom they were oppofcd j but, as they wcm 
not fufliciently nijmerous to extirpate them^^ 
this fwarm of wafps, bf^ing difperfed in one part, 
poUeded and buzjxd in another^ In one of 
the encounters between them in Podolia, the 
Ruffians, without l;;nowing jt, pi^irfued the con- 
federates upon the Turkifh territories. That 
(mall town of Ba|ta, where the Poles had taken 
refuge, was burned, This violation of territory 
was the pretext which die Turks aUeged, in 
order to declare war againft Ruffia. (Odober). 

The Turks immediately, fcized and impn? 
fQne4 the fi^ Obrgil^o^, the Imperial anbaf- 
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ifldor from RuiSi to ConilMtinople, in tb^ 
iSeven Towers. Thcfe people neither know how 
to make peace nor war. They were yery un* 
feafonably precifHtate in thdr deckradon ; it 
was rather fending information to die Ruffiant 
to make preparatiofis^ during the winter^ to 
xcfift the Ottoman forces, by which they were 
to be a^acked in the enfuing fpring. Had the 
declaration been retarded till the following 
y?ar (1769) tKe bcdt wowld have defcended at 
die very inftant when the thunder was heard ; 
;uid the Ruffians would have been taken unpro* 
vtded ; fince fiiU fix tnondis were neceflary for 
them to pii^pane for war, tvnd alTemble an army 
fufficibndy formidable, that flioukl be provided 
with whatever was neccflary, vigoroufly to op-* 
pofe tbe attacks of tias enemy« 

The troubles which then began to be manifeS: 
pccafioned great embarraffmcnt at the court of 
Berlia. Sksarocly was the king relieved from 
A war that Had been i^s dur^le as it was ruin* 
Ous» His provinces might recover under the 
proteftion 'of continued peace, but time was 
neceflary t?o heal their former wounds. The 
f^pxkf ^wos recruked, and was begun to be di£- 
idplined ; but it bad not yet attained i:hat ftace 
^f matunty w}ach might infpire total confidence 
M i^ f>|>cratioQfe. The war that was declared 
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Igietw^eix the Porte and Ruffia Isud the king un^ 
der the obligation of fulfilling his engagements^ 
with the cmprefs. The fubfidies ftipulated 
by alliance, which as we have faid annually 
^mounted to fyur hundred and eighty thoufand 
crowns, muft be paid. 

Whije negotiations were carried on at Berlin^ 
the Ruffians and the Turks were come to. bjows. 
The Ruflian armies, under the command of 
prince Gal]itzin, had beaten the Ottomans near 
Choczim, and the capture of that town was fol- 
lowed by the conqueft of Moldavia. The gene- 
rals pf Catharine w^re ignor^t of the art of en- 
campment, and of tadics. Thofe of the fultan 
had ftill lefs knowledge ; fo that, in order to 
conceive a juft idea of this war, we muft fup- 
pofe men with one eye, who having beaten the 
blind bad gained a complete afcendency over 
them. 

A progrcfs fo rapid was equally as alarming 
to the allies of Ruffia as it was to the other 
powers of Europe. Pruffia had to fear that her 
ally, become too puiffant, would in tittle impof^ 
laws upon her, as (he had done upon Poland. 
The profpeft was alike dangerous and terrific. 
The court of Vienna too well underftood its own 
interefts not to. entertain nearly fimilar appre- 
tenfions. The common danger for a time made 

paft 
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paft animofities forgotten. Although the afto-; 
hilhing fucccfs of the Ruffians gave umbrage 
to all Europe, the impreffions it made were far 
the ftrongeft on the powers that were moft in 
its vicinity. The peril therefore approached 
the courts of Vienna and Berlin ; ftep was fuc- 
ceeded by ftep. The emperor, chagrined as 
we have faid that the interview which had been 
propofed in 1766 did not take place, made the 
firft advance toward paying a vifit to the king in 
Silefia. Prince Kaunitz did not oppofe his will. 
The emprefs queen in like manner confented. 
The affair was put into immediate negotiation 
(Auguft the 25th) and it was agreed that the 
meeting (hould take place at Neifs. 

The emperor wilhed to be wholly incognito^ 
He affumed the name of count Falkenftein ; 

and the king imagined he could not do him 
greater honour than by complying' in all things 
with his will. The young prince afFedted a 
kankneft which feemed natural; his amiable 
charafter indicated gaiety, added to great viva- 
city ; but, with the defire of information, he 
wanted the patience neceffary to gain inftruftion# 
This did not prevent conneftions of friendfhip 
and efteem being formed between the two 
monarchs. The king declared to the emperor 
that he regarded that day as the moft confpi- 

cuoya 



cuous in his whole life^ fincc it was to ferve as 
the epocba of imion between two houfes that 
had too long been inimical to each other, and 
whofe reciprocal intereft it was to afibrd each 
other aid, rather than to deftroy. The emperor 
replied, Auflxiano longer had any Silefia; after 
which he adroitly fuffered k to be underftood 
that, during his mother's life, he dared not flat- 
ter himfelf with having fufficient afcendency 
over her mind to execute all he wifhed ; but 
he did not in the leaft difTemble that, the pre- 
fent fituation of affairs in Europe confidered> 
neither he nor his mother would fufier the 
Ruffians to renuun in pofleffion of Moldavia 
and Wallachia. He afterward propofed that 
jneafures Ihould be taken to maintain aa ^xaft 
neutrality in Germany, if any war (hould break 
out between England and Franee. The fup^ 
pofidon then appeared poflible and probable, 
becaufe that a French (hip, which had' been 
taken by the Englifh near Newfoundland, had 
occafioned fome very warm altercations between 
the two courts. 

To prove the defire he had to prefervea good 
intelligence between Pruffia and Auflria, the 
king accepted the offers of the ^emperor ; and 
the two princes entered into a mutual "written 
engagement to mainuia the propofed neutrality, 

which 
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which thus became an adt as inviolabb as an/ 
ionnal treaty, dignified with the fign manual of 
minifters. The emperor pron^fed in the name 
of the emprefs and himfelf ; and the king en« 
gaged his word of honour that^ if vrar (hould 
happen between France ami EngUnd, he would 
fSuth&ily adhere to the fortunate peace thus re^ 
eftabhfhed between Pruflda and Auftria; and 
kbit ihouid any other troubles anf^p, the caufes 
of which it might be impoifible to forefee, thejr 
would each obferve the nwft exad neutrality 
with regard to their refpeftive pofcflions. This 
cngagemetit, the fecret of which was icni-* 
|)uloufly obibrred, wa& figned at Neifs, Auguft 
the iSdiy to the common facisfaftion of the tw0 
fovereigns. 

It muft be allowed that^ in politics, it would 
hat^e been an unpardonable fiuilc bUndty to have 
confided in the good&itkof the Auftrians ; but 
under the prcfent circumftances, when the prc- 
ponderwcy of Ruflia became too great, and 
when it was impoffible to predid where faer 
conquefts might end, it was exceedingly con** 
venient to be on terms of the greoteft friendfliip 
with the court of Vienna. PnrfSa (till felt the 
wounds Ruflla had iniidtd during the laft; war<y 
and it was nottheintereftof thekii^ pcrfonally 
to labour for the increafe of a power as formi- 
dable 
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dable as it was^ dangerous. There were two 
paths to purfue : either that of flopping her irt 
the career df her inSmehfe conqueftfe ; or, whicfi 
Wai tnore prud^rtt, adroitly attempting to pro- 
fit by thefe conquefts. 

The king had hegl^ed nothing which might 
contribute to efffed: this purpofe. He had 
fent a poliHcal projedt to Peterfbiirg, which 
he attributed to that fame count Lynar wh6 had 
become known, during the laft war, by having 
negotiated the convention of Glofter Sevens 
between the Hanoverians, commanded by the 
duke of Cumberland and encamped at Stade> 
add the French, under the duke de Richelieu^ 
But the great fuccefs of the Ruffians, as well in 
Moldavia and Wallachia as in the Archipelago^ 
where their iBeets were viftorious, had fo far in- 
toxicated the court with profperity that it paid 
no attention to the fuppofed memorial of count 
Lynan 

This attempt having failed, the king thought 
proper to have recourfe to other meafiares. It 
Was not for the intereft of Pruflia to fee the 
Ottoman empire entirely pverwhelmedj becaufe, 
in time of need, that empire might be ufefuUy 
icmployed in making diverfions, whether it 
nvere into Hungary or into Ruflla, according 
^ the power with which he fliould be at war. 
• 3 The 
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TKe king therefore judged that, by making thi 
Court of Vienna a party, and adding his owA 
mediation, peace might be re-efl:abli(hed be- 
tween the belligerent powers, oh conditions 
that fliould be acceptable to both parties. 

1770. Overtures were begun, both at the 
tourt of Peterlburg arid at that of Coriftanti- 
hople, by repreferitirig that the two powers muft 
alike be defirOus of putting an end to the war ; 
arid the more fo becaufe it was to be feared 
the conflagration would elfe m time becomfc. 
univferfal. A wilt was added of finding fucH 
temperate f)r6p0fitioris as might be agreeable to 
them both. In order to bring their difputes tb 
lin amicable cdncJufioti. 

To this count Panin, after having rehearfed i 
panegyric on the moderation ami difintereftcd- 
rtefs of the emprefs, replied that her majcfty 
was entirely difpofed to liften to any propofitions 
that might be made. This referve concealed, 
under a (hew of gentlenefs, prctenfions that 
were very potent. Before any attention would 
be paid to the demands of the Turks, it was re- 
quired the ambaflador Obrelkow ftiould be re- 
ftoFed to his freedom ; but it was added that 
the emprefs would with pleafure behold the king 
employing his good offices at the Porte, to in- 
fpire th? Divan with p?^Qifi<; fcntipiepts ; and 

that, 



that, when fuch fhould be emertained, ttii 
lizarixia defircd nothing more eameftly than, by 
ihc mediation of the king of Pruflia, to ac-* 
complifh the re-eftablifhment of the public 
tranquillity. 

The Turks, on the other part, began to dc- 
fire a conclufion to a war the fucccft of which 
had by no means equalled their e3f pedations* 
The king, who had with much energy advifed 
them not to infringfe the peace, had by this ad-« 
vice acquired their confkJenceT The Turks 
therefore accepted the Pruffian mediation ; but 
they felt fome repugnance to that of the coyrt 
of Vienna. Means however were foynd tp 
vanquifli this repugnance, by a reiteration df 
the fame remonftrances, founded on the vei'y 
decifivc influence which a power fo great as 
that of the houfe of Auftria might give, tb pro- 
mote the fuccefs of the negotiation. 

The Ruffians, on whom pacific infinuations 
had hitherto made but little iqipreffion, conti- 
nued in the mea^ time to ^ain the greateft ad- 
vantages over the Ottoman armies. Their fleets 
after having beaten that of the Turk^ (July the 
:10th) nearly cfFeded its total ^eftrudion, in- 
fomuch that mpft of the (hip^ were burned or 
funken. A ftroke ip wnfiprefeen obliged the 

Porte to divide its atteuti w^ It Jk^icw jv>t whcr 
5 tier 
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thcr it were ncccflary to employ its powers to 
the defence o( the ftraits of Seftos and Abydos^ 
tor whether it were ftill more ncceflary to proteft 
Moldavia. This ftate of incertitude, mingled 
with terror, favoured the operations of marfhal 
Romanzow^ and certainly contributed to gain 
him the viftory at Kiab, over the army of the 
grand viiir. Thus, in one campaign^ he ad-^ 
ded the conqueft of Wallachia to that of Mol* 
davia. Count Panin, the brother of the mi- 
nifter, who in the mean time laid fiege to 
Bender, carried the place, after a vigorous de-^ 
fence on the part of the foe. 

Succefs fo rapid and fo repeated dazzled the 
court or Peterfbufg, and rendered it exceed^ 
ingly pertinacious. But while nothing was there 
thought of except how to crufti the Ottoman 
puiffance, chagrin and jealoufy were augmented 
at Vienna, in proportion to the advantages 
gamed by the Ruffians. The Auftrians com- 
pared the laft unfortunate war which they had 
waged againft the Turks with the prodigious 
fuccefs of the Ruffians ; nor could they con- 
ceal the humiliation which their felf-love fuffer- 
cd ; befide which they dreaded a power fo great 
(hould become their neighbour^ as it muft (hould 
the conqueft of Moldavia and Wallachia be pre-^ 
ferved. To guard againft thefe apprehenfions^ 

VOL. IV. D or 
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or Rttfaer openly to oppofe RufHa, the Auftrians 
btdy ]iad ftreogtbeacd the forces they had in 
Hungary, where they iormci mn^zint^^ and 
made every pceparation to ttft according as cir- 
comftanorg (faoukl requane. Far from keepmg 
their snteotioaas iecret, they told all who chofe 
«i liften that, if not (pecdily ended, the em* 
pn^s queen muBt be obliged to make herfdf a 
party in the wsor. 

The fecond interview between idie king and 
Ifee emperor {September the 3d) took place at 
the camp of Nei^adt, in Moravia. Not an 
Auibrian was heard who did not fislfer fome trait 
€f[ lanimofity againft ^the Mufirovites to efi::ape. 
The emperor appeared to the king the fame 
man he had Ibppoied him to be the iir£t time 
Aey met at Neifs. Prince Kannitz, who alfo 
COTie to Neuftadt, had long conferences with 
his Pruffian majefty; in which^ emphatically 
difpkying the fyftcm of his court, he repre^ 
fentcd this fyftem as the mafter-picce of politics, 
and himfelf as its author. He afterward in- 
filled on the neceffity of oppofing the ambitious 
views of Ruffia, and declared the emprefo 
queen never would fuffer Ruilian armies to pais 
the Danube, nor the court of Petersburg to 
m^e acquifitions which Should bring k into 
ibe neighbourhood of Hungary. He added 

(hat 



that the upipn of PruiSa and Aviftria was the 
oflly barrier jh^t mi^t be oppofcd to this over* 
flowing torrent, which menaced all Europe 
v;ith inundation. 

When he had ended fpeaking, the king re* 
fdied he fhould always endeavour to cultivate 
the fricndftiip of their Imperial majefties, which 
fxc held in infinite efteem ; but he alfo requeued 
prince Kaunitz would take into coniideration 
the duty which the alliance he had contraAed 
with RAiflia, and which he might not in any 
nMinner infringe, impofed upon him ; and to 
recollefl: that thefe engagements were (hackles 
which prevented him from entering into the 
meafures that were propofed by prince Kaunitz. 
The king added that his fole defire was to pre- 
vent ^e war between the Rufllans and the 
Turks from becoming general; that, to this 
ded, he very willingly offered to endeavour 
at reconciling the two Imperial courts; and 
that it was time to think of fuch reconciiiationi 
left the prefent reciprocal difcontents might at 
|eng;h degenerate into open broils. 

^he king however, that he mi^^t continue 
the court of Vienna in its favourable difpofi- 
tions, thought proper to reiterate the afluranccs 
he had given the emperor, when this monarch, 
came xo Neiis. He furdier promifed to termt- 

D 2 nate^ 
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luitCj in a friendly manner, the petty difputeS 
which often take place between cuftom-houfc 
officers on the frontiers. The king was further 
very willing to confent to what the emperor re-^ 
quefted ; that is to fay, frankly to communicate 
to the court of Vienna whatever overtures might 
be made by France, at the court of Berlin. 
As however all this had pafled between the king 
and prince Kaunitz only, the king thought de- 
cency required the emperor (bould be acquaint- 
ed with whatever was done and faid ; and it 
feemed that the monarch, who had been little 
accullomed to be thus refpeded, remembered 
the attention paid him by the king on this oc- 
cafion. 

The day after the conference, a courier ar- 
rived at Neuftadt, from Conftantinoplc, with 
letters from the Caimacan, dated the 1 2th of 
Auguft, in which the grand feignor invited the 
courts of Vienna and Berlin to accept of the 
office of mediation, and to accommodate the dif- 
ferences that ftill fubfifted between the Porte 
and Ruffia. In this difpatch it was expreffly 
declared that the Turks would not confent to 
any peace, except by the intervention of the 
two courts. 

The emperor acknowledged that he was 
•wholly indebted for his part in the mediation 

to 
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to the adive good offices of the king of Pruffia 
at Conftantinople; for which he teftified fait 
gratityide to the monarch. The king had a 
conv^riation^ on the fame day^ with prince 
Kaunitz ; whom he did not fail to congratulate 
on the fortunate event, which might in fomc 
Ibrt afford him tranquillity, and even dimini(h 
that jealoufy to which the fuccefs of the Ruf- 
fians had given birth in his mind. The mo- 
narch added that this proceeding of the Porte 
rendered the court of Vienna the arhitratrix 
of the conditions of peace which (he fhould vnOx 
to ftipulate between the two powers. The 
minifter received this compliment with affefted^ 
indifference; faying he approved of the ftcp 
which the Turks had taken. Never however 
was mediation, in reality, accepted with greater 
eagernefs. 

While thefe endeavours were made for the 
pacification of the north, new difputes, and 
other quarrels, predidted approaching ruptures 
toward the fouth of Europe. Of thefe troubles 
the duke de Choifeul, whofe reftlefs fpirit took 
pleafure in fcattering the feeds of diffenfion 
through all courts, was the fole author. Ht 
was wholly intent upon humbling the Englifli ; 
and, as he durft not ad openly, fearing to (hock 
Louis XV. he made the Spaniards his harbin- 

D 3 gcrs, 



gcrs, tvho feiicd on Falkliiid's illandS> in 
ithich the Englifh had bcgtia to form feftablilh- 
tnehts. . Sotnc of the merchant fhips of the 
£ngli(h were taken by the Spaniardsj and the 
dock-yard at Poitfmouth was at the fiifae time 
fct on fire. So mismy vexatious ifccidehts^ hap- 
pening oiie lifter Another, taadi a greater im- 
preffion upoh the court of Londoh betaufc the 
naral miniftcr had paid fo little attehtion to th^ 
duties of his adminiftratidn that Ehgland fcarccly 
Wis able, at thit time, to fit out twertty (hips 
of the line. 

The Englifli howevfer took fire> and war 
would hive been the cbrifequencei had the 
duke de Chdiftul Remained at the head dfaifairs ; 
but he was liifplaccd by his eiieihiefs, .The 
grttnd chancellor of Frince, Meaupoux, flat- 
tered himfelf that, by the difmiffion of this 
minifter, he fhould fucceed to iall the employ- 
ihents the duke dc Choifeui had held ; and th^t, 
joining them to the feals which he then jiofleffed, 
he would in reality be primcL^minifter, as for- 
irierly were kichelieu and 'Mazarin. To 
ftrengtheh his party, he aitociated himfelf With 
the duke d'Aiguillon, and the diike de Riche- 
lieu, The latter captivated t^e monarch by 
bringing him acquainted with a female, whofe 

reputation was for fjom equivocal i her qharms 
^ - * were 
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were fo fucccTsful chat (he prcTendy became all 
puiflant : the old Louis XV . adored her. The 
duke de Choifcul, too haughty to bend in the 
prefence of a perfon for wtiom he had the moft 
fovereign c(Mitempt, refiifed her thofe diftiiic- 
tions which men in office ufualljr grant to their 
matter's favourites. The difcontent which the 
new miftrefs felt at this was quickly communi- 
cated to her lover } and faftion immediately 
profited by the conteft. The oppofing party 
embittered the mind of the king, already ill 
difpofed toward the duke dc Choifeul, by de- 
pifting the minifter as a prodigal, who had very 
improperly and fooliflxly expended the revenues 
of the ftate ; and who, in order to render him- 
felf neceflary, had fo much embroiled the af- 
fairs of France and England that the quarrels 
which muft be the confcquence could not but 
lead France into a war, that would not be lefs 
ruinous than the preceding war had been. 

This laft argument was the one which made 
the ftrongeft impreflion. Louis XV. immedi- 
ately difgraced his minifter, and with him fell 
all the vaft projefts he had formed. The king 
of France perfonally negotiated between Eng- 
land and Spain, that he might terminate their 
differences. Falkland's iflands were rcftored to 
the Englilh. But, offended that France bad 

D4 not 
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not on this occafion fupported his intereft^ the 
king of Spain entertained a fecret refentment* 

1 77 1. No court more regretted the lofs of 
the duke de Choifeul than that of Vienna. She 
had placed all her confidence in this minifter, 
who w^s known to be devoted to her : wherea$ 
the duke d' Aiguillon^ whom the king had made 
minifter of foreign affairs, was faid not to be fo 
much attached to the Imperial houfe. The 
chancellor was alike deceived in his projedts 
ind his hopes. We muft therefore date the 
changes which happened in France from the 
downfal of the duke de Choifeul. So naturally 
^re incidents connected with each o^cr, an4 
fo difficult is it to forefee the important copfe-? 
^uences that often refult from trifles ! 

We however are lefs interefted in what was 
paffing in that part of Europe than in the af- 
fairs of the eafl:, and the por^. The propofi^ 
tions, which the Porte had made to the courta 
of Berlin and Vieni^a, were communica|;ed to 
that of Pererfburg. The king, ^t the (ame 
time, infinuated to the Mufcovitcs that, (hQuld 
the cmprefs rcfufe the mediation of Auftria an4 
Pruffia, it were to be feared that the gran4 
feignor would addrefs hjmfelf to France, ^o im-t 
plore its aid. This was the fole reflexion that 
pyght determine the court pf P^teritmrg not tq 
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rcfufc the mediation of Auftria, for the aver- 
fion (he had for the court of Vienna by no means 
equalled that in which (he held the court of 
Verfailles. 

The Ruffians at firft replied they could not 
accept the mediation that was offered by thefc 
two powers, under the pretence that they had 
rcfafed the mediation of England. However, 
from motives of politenefs, and in confequencc 
of the good offices of the two courts, fearing to 
fuffer conftraint, by the intervention of other 
powers, in the projefts which they had formed 
concerning peace, they did what nearly amount- 
(pd to the fame thing ; they began an imme- 
diate negotiation with the Turks, through the 
channel of marshal Romanzow, who could dj- 
reAly treat with the grand vizir. This attempt 
pot proving fuccefsfiil, they confented to the 
propofals that had been previoufly made them 
by the courts of Berlin and Vienna. 

It fo happened that prince Henry, the king's 
brother, at this time was paying a vifit to the 
queen of Sweden, his fifter, at Stockholm. The 
^mprefs of Ruffia, who, in her youth, had been 

acquainted with the prince at Berlin, requefted 
Jie might have permiffion to come to Peterfburg; 
which requeft could not with propriety be re- 
fif£e4» The prince therefore continued his jour- 
ney 
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rtey from Sweden to Ruflia, and his tinderftand- 
ing foon gained an afcendency over that of the 
emprefs, and perfaaded her to communicate her 
thoughts freely to the king his brother. The 
letter of the emprefs was accothpanied by a long 
memorial, which contained the conditions of 
peace, that were to ferve as the bafis of the ne- 
gotiation whith was defired to be begun. After 
a preamble in which the utmoft moderation was 
tonounced, the emprefs demanded from the 
Turks the ceflion of the two Cabardies ♦, of 
Cabardinia ; Afof and its territory ; the inde- 
pendence of the kham of the Crimea ; the fe- 
queftration of Wallachii and Moldavia for five 
and-twenty years, to indemnify her for the ex- 
pences of the war; the free navigation of the 
Black Sea ; an ifland in the Archipelago, which 
might ferve as the ftorehoufe of commerce for 
the two nations; a general amnefty in behalf 
of the Greeks who had taken part with the Ruf- 
fians ; and, previous to all thefe, the freedom 
of the ambaflador Obrelkow, who was impri- 
foned in the Seven Towers. 

Conditions fo enormous Wquld have com- 
pletely exafperated the court of Vienna; per- 

* Provinccf of Cifcaflh, which ifeptrate the Ottomtdt 
ferfian, aiid {(uSan empiicsi aUH) which tie at die ioat of 
mount Caiicafus, T« 

haps. 
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hips, had thiey fefcfeti €ortittiunitated, would hate 
induced hel: t5 lake the moft vioknt refolutions ; 
and this was tht reafoh which prevented the 
king from fefldihg atiy ittfopnaatioh of what had 
pdflcd to that coUft. He rathir prfefefred more 
gentle ttieans^ liibre certain, and fuch as woul4 
give no perfori ^nce; He explained hlmfelf 
in a friendly mahner t6 the empreft of Ri^a> 
y^t avoided conti^diaiott t but, that fte might 
hcrfelf be coni^inced of the difficulty there would 
be in bringing thfe grand feigndr to confenk to 
the independence §f the Tartars, he rcprefent- 
ed to her th6 almoft itivincible obftacks which 
the court of Vienna Would throw in the way of 
her poffeffing Wallachia dnd Moldavia, by 
which kuffia ^oilld bfccome the neighbouif 
of Aiiftria; and added tliAt the ifland in the 
Archipelago would infpite all the maritim* 
powers with jfealoufy and ehvy. He further 
advifed the em^reft to limit ha* pretenliohs to 
the two Cabai-dies, to the towti of Afof ind its 
territory, and to the free ndvigation of th^ 
Euiine* He added that it was no fenfation of 
j^aloufy on his f)art at the aggvtndifemtnt of th* 
emprefs, which occafioned him thus to explaia 
himfeif, but entirely With a defire that^ by abate- 
ments, the part which other powers elfe might 
take in this w^ir, ip as to rcndw it general, 
1^ ' wight 
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might be avoided ; that the Turks alfo had al* 
ready acceded to two of the articles ; they had 
agreed to grant an amnefty to the Greeks^ and 
to releafe the ambaflador Obreikow. 

Thefe remonftrances, though v^ moderate^ 
^ippeared to give the emprefs fome pain. She 
let it be underftood that (he did not expeA to 
meet with oppofition on the part of her bcft 
ally; and, as (he continued to infift on her plan^ 
ibme few re(bidions excepted^ the king faw 
himfelf obliged to impart this plan to the court 
of Vienna. His majefty commvmicated the 
memorial with every foftening of \ifhich it was 
iiifceptible; and^ that he might not enrage 
prince Kaunitz^ it was infinuated to him that 
this was not the definitive refolution of Ruffia ; 
for that, no doubt, this court was difpofed to 
relax, refpeding fuch articles ^s (hould meet 
with the moft difficulty. ( 1 7 7 1 .) 

The precautions which the king took were 
the more highly neceffary becaufe the Imperial 
court no longer concealed its projeds; and be- 
caufe all the motions which were feen in Hun- 
gary announced an approaching rupture with 
Ruffia. The court of Vienna was determined 
not to fufTer the countries beyond the Danube 
to be made the theatre of war. She even hoped 
th^t, voider the fevour of an armed mediation, 

Ac 
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Ihc might oblige the Ruffians to reftore Mol- 
davia and Wallachia to the Turks > and further 
to make them defift from the independence 
which they demanded in behalf of the Tartars* 
To this effedt, troops from Italy, Flanders, and 
Auftria, had marched into Hungary. The envoy 
of the emperor had even explained himfelf, with 
fufficient pofitivenefs, on this head, to the king; 
He went fo far as to demand that, (hould the 
Ruffians be attacked in any part except Poland, 
he fhould remain neuter; which demand was 
pereriiptorily refufed* Prince Kaunitz flattered 
himfelf that, by the purfuit of this plan, he 
(hould aggrandife the houfe of Auftria, without 
having the trouble of making conquefts. He 
fuppofed the Porte would pay for the affiftance 
that (hould be given, by ceding to the empre($ 
queen thofe provinces which Auftria had loft, 
at the peace of Belgrade. 

While Vienna abounded in projects, and 
Hungary in armed men, an Auftrian corps 
entered Poland, and feized on the lordfhip of 
ZipSy on which the court had pretended claims. 
A ftep fo daring aftonKhed the court of Peterf- 
bvffg; and it was this [which moft promoted the 
parduon treaty, which afterward was concluded 
between the three powers. The principal rea- 
(bn was^ that of avoiding a general war^^ which 

was 
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was on the eve of burfting ford) ; befide which 
it was neceflary to maiatain a balance of pow^ 
between three fuch near neighbours; aDd» a9 
the court ef Vienna fufficiently gave it to be 
tmderftood dmt Qie meant tp profit by the pre- 
fent troubles, to efed her own aggrandisement^ 
the king was under the neccflity of following 
her example. 

Irritated (hat any troops except b^ own 
Ihould dsLTp to give l^w to Polandi the empref^ 
of Ruifia informed prince Henry thait, if it were 
the purpofe of the court of Vbnn^ to difmem- 
ber Poland, the other neigbbpufs qf that king- 
dom had « ri^ to do thie (kme. The overture 
was made a-|fp0pos ; for, ^ /circumfl^noes ex- 
amined, this was the only remaning mode of 
avoiding new troubles, and giving every one 
fatisfadion. HufTia might indemnify herfelf, 
for the expences of her war with the Turks ; 
and, ii^ad of Wallachia and Moldavia, which 
file could only ho^ie tp poffefs after havjing been 
as vidorious over the Auftriaos as (he bad been, 
over the Ottomans, fhe had only to chopfc a 
province of Poland, fuch as might pleafe her, 
and in which choice (be would encounter no 
new perils. To the emprefs queen a province 
in the vicinage of Hungary might be affigned; 
and to the king, that part of Polifh Pruffia 

whicjh 
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nrhich fcpantcd the dates of PrufKft-roynl ; whjlc^ 
bjr this equilibrium of the political balance^ 
the three powers would remain i» 4 pearly eqiu^ 
valent: ftate of ftrepgjdi. 

To be more certain however rf tfce intentions 
of Rtiflia, count Solms was fent $o examine 
whether the words which had efcaped the em* 
prefs had any ftable meaning ; or whether chey 
had been uttered in a moment of diflatisfaftion, 
and traniient angen Count Solms found di* 
vidod opinions on the fubjeA. Count Panii^ 
•who, at the commencement of the troubles of 
Poland, had declared that Ruffia would main^- 
tain that kingdom whole and entire, felt a re- 
pugnance for the difmeinberment ; he never^ 
thelefs promifed he would make no oppofitioo, 
ihould it be determined on in council : but the 
empreifi wu pleafed with tlie idea that ihe mighty 
iwithpiiC danger^ extend the limits of her dor 
nmns* I^er favourites and fome minifter^ pqrp 
ceived this, imd thought j^per t© be of her 
opinion ; fo that the partition projedb was carried 
by a pducality of rotes. The king of Priftfllia 
was informed jo£ dxc refolution that had lately 
been taken, as of (an expedient ii^hi^h had bem 
iougined tuo repa^^ hkt the fv^di^^ which J^ 
had £bQt to R;u£Eia. 

Count Fa&in> vfh/^n he cottmttnicated %h^ 

fub. 
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fubftance of what we have repeated to coont 
Solms^ exaded as a preliminary that the king 
Ihould endeavour to learn what were the fenti* 
ments of the court of Vienna, on the fubjeft of 
the partition of Poland. The king therefore 
opened the affair to baron van Swieten, by 
aflliring him that Ruffia teftified not the leaft 
diflatisfadion at the ad of the Auftrians^ in 
taking pofleflion of Zips ; and that the king, in 
order to prove his friendftiip to their Imperial 
majefties, advifed them to extend their acquifi- 
tions, in that part of Poland, according to their 
good pleafure ; which they might with the lefs 
danger perform, fince their example would be 
imitated by the other neighbouring powers in 
that kingdom. 

Cordial as this overture was, it was not wel- 
comed by the court of Vienna in the manner 
the king had hoped. Prince Kaunitz was too 
much preoccupied with a plan which he was 
preparing to put in execution. He imagined 
greater advantages might be derived from an 
alliance with the Turks than from an alliance 
with Ruffia. He therefore coldly replied that, 
though his court had feized^on fome diftrids of 
Poland which were on the confines of Hungary, 
it was not intended to keep them ; but only to 
obtain juftice refpeding Tome debts which the 

houfe 
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lioufe of Aiiftrii daimed frdth the republic j 
and chat he niver had imagined in objcsa fo 
trifling could hive giveh birth tt> the fuji- 
pofition of i phti of difmembemient, the exe- 
cution of which ^is furrounded by ihruttiiounf-^ 
able difficulties ; bcdaufe that it Was eijUil t5 
impoffible to agree oh any perfeft e^viality, be^ 
tween the different pottiohs of the three pbwei's : 
that in fine any fuch projed could ohly ftrvb 
to render the fituation of Europe iriore critical 
riian it was at prefent; he therefore advifed his 
Pruffian majfefty not to entpr into any f^ch mea- 
sures; and added, with ah air df indffFerende, 
that his court was ready to evacuate the difbrifti 
the Aufbian troops then occupied, if othel* 
powers were willing to do the fame* 

Thefe laft words were a kind of tacit repr&ach 
to the Ruffians, who had an army in Poland t 
and they in like manner glanced at the king^ 
who had drawn a line with hiis troops from the 
country of CrofTen and on th# oppofite fhore d£ 
the Viftula, that he might preferve his ftate$ 
firom the plague, which at that time made gr4tat 
ravages in Poland^ 

In im affair of fuch a naturfe it Was no time 
to be difcouraged by trifles. It was eafy to di^^ 
vine that the court of Vienna Would change its 
fentiments, whenever Ruflia andPruflia iphould 
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be pcrfe6tly agreed ; bccaufe that Aiiftria wouli 
prefer fuch a partition to the dangers of a war, 
agaii^ a party fo ftrongly formed. Add to 
this, the emprefs queen, having no ally except 
France, could not depend on any fuccour ^ 
that time. That he might profit by fuch fovour- 
aWe circumftanccs, the king determined to pro- 
mote the affair of the difinemberment. He kept 
,filence with refped to the court of Vienna, that 
he might give time for refledion ; and, in the 
interim, count Solms was ordered to inform the 
court of Ruflia that overtures for a treaty of 
partijdpn had been made at Vienna; and that, 
^though prince Kaunitz had hitherto avoided 
h^ing explicit on the fubjed, it might nevcr- 
thelefs be fordfeen that he would willingly ac- 
cede, as foon as the two other powers (hould 
have come to an agreement, concerning their 
reciprocal int^rdls. He made this a motive to 
accelerate the conclufion of the bufine&i becaufe 
there was not iy^otMUt to lofe. 
. The tardinefs and habitual indolence of the 
B-ulfians would itilL perhaps have delayed the 
affair, had not the court of Vienna unintention-? 
ally aided the king. She daily by her media- 
tion ftarted new difficulties relative to the peace; 
flie often difputed on the ^enormous pretenfi<»)^ 
0f tb^ RuflSftAs, with bittsrfttfsi aod, explained 
:. . . bwielf 
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licrfctf in a d«fpotic tone on thofc articles which 
flie rej^ed, favouring the Turks in whatever 
depended upon her. The motions which were 
^nade by the army in Hungary completely rcn* 
dered the Auftrians fufpefted at the court of 
Petersburg. A rumour at the fame time was 
oirrent that the Auftrians were negotiating a 
fubfidiary treaty at Conftantinople. This laft 
information gave the alarm to the council of 
Petersburg ; and the king, who communicated 
all die intelligence to the Ruffians which might 
lead to a difcovery of the intrigues of the Au- 
ftrians, at length effeftually roufed the court of 
l^eterfburg from the lethargy into which it had 
been plunged. The emprefs of Ruffia felt how 
iimch (he needed the aid of his majefty, and 
judged that, in order to fecure this prince, it 
was requifite to procure him advantages; for 
which reafon count Panin declared to count 
Solms that he only waited for the arrival of the 
^lan of partition, to begin conferences with him 
on the fubjeft. 

June 14th. The plan was prefently expedited 
to Pcterfburg ; a carte blanche was given to the 
•emprefs, who was empowered to choofe any one 
of the provinces of Poland of which fhe 0iould 
think it moft proper to take pofTcffion. The 
king demanded for himfelf PotHerellia, the dif- 
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tn& of Great Poland which lies on this fide the 
Netw, the bilhoprick of Warmii, and the pala- 
, tinates of Marienburg and Culm^ leaving the 
Auflrians the power of acceding to the treaty^ 
if fo they (hould think proper. 

The arrangements which were made at Berlin 
and at Peter(burg did not prevent prince Kau- 
nitz from continuing his purfuits; in confer 
quence of the Auftrian mediation^ he threw a 
thoufand impediments in the road of the nego- 
tiation for peace with the Turks ; he particu- 
larly rejefted the article that ceded Wallachia 
and Moldavia from the Porte to the Ruffians. 
Proud of the offers iJ>hich were made him by 
the fultan, and imagining the number of troops 
affembied in Hungary might equally awe the 
Pruffians and the Ruffians, he declared to the 
king that the conditions of peace, as propofed 
by Ruffia, were diametrically oppofite to the in- 
tereffis of the Auftrian monarchy; that they tend- 
ed to overturn the equilibrium of the eaft ; and 
that, (hould not the court of Peterfburg think 
p;-oper to moderate them, their Imperial mar 
jellies would be obliged to take part in the 
war; flattering themfelves that, (hould this hap- 
pen, the king would obferve a perfeft neutra- 
lity, efprecialiy as his engagements with RuflJa* 
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>vcre confined to Poland, the territories of which 
fliould be refpeded by Auftria. 

It was perceived that the court of Vienna 
was determined Ruffia (hould not become her 
neighbour. On one part (he feared that the 
number of perfons of the Greek church in Hun- 
gary might be attached to that power from mo« 
tives of religion ; and, on the other, (he rather 
wiflied the vicinity of the enfeebled empire of 
the Turks than the formidable one of the RuC- 
iians. The fituation in which the king found 
himfelf between thefe courts was embarraffing. 
If he confulted his intereft this could not lead 
him to wi(h an inqreafe to the power of Ruffia, 
which already was but too formidable, nor to 
employ his forces to fuch efied. Thefe reaibns 
were counterbalanced by folcmn ^engagements^ 
vhich obliged Otiis prince to afiift the emprefr 
his ally, whenever (he (hould be attacked by the 
omprefs queen. Eidier fuch engagements muft 
he fulled or the promifed fruit they were to 
pcoduce muft be renounced. To remain neuter 
WIS more dangerous to Fruflia than even to fup- 
port her ally. The Auftrians and Ruflians 
would make war on each other, and would 
afterward make peace at the expence of the 
king ; his maje(ty would have io(t all political - 
4;anfidej:atioo ; no one would have confided in. 

E3 his 
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his good^ faith ; and when war QiouM have beeii 
ended he muft have ftood al,oof ; fuch muft in- 
dubitably have been the confcquence^j had th^e 
king purfucd a plan fo defcdive. 

The king did not hefit^te. He determip^ 
faithfully to fulfil his treaty with Ruffia ; and, 
that he might at the fame time foften the court 
of Vienna, he held out the flattering hope tha^ 
it was not impoflible but that the emprefs of 
Ruffia might be induced to change her inten- 
tions, relative to Wallachia and Moldavia; but 
it ^as added that> fhould an aftual rupture hap- 
pen between the two empreflTes^ his majefty 
could not defift from aiding Ruffia, with whichi 
power he was in alliance. 

To add the greater weight to tho dec^ratiom, 
the cavalry was augmented arid remounted; 
and the orders that were given ^or tl^t jpurpofe 
were quickly and uhiverfally rtunoyred. Thefc 
vigorous meafures, taken fo a-propos, made an 
impreffion oh the court of Pete^iburg, the pre- 
ftnt fatisfaiJUon of which was turned tp advan* 
tage, to induce it to facriiice a part of the pre* 
tenfions made on Wallachia to the conunon 
good, and the proniotion of peace* 

To treat with the Ruflians was difficult. The. 
counterprqjed of the, plan of partition, from^ 
the coiHt of Peterlburg, arrived at tMj time at 
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Berlin. It was Angularly conceived; Every 
advantage was in favour of Ruilia ; the riik of 
peril was all thrown on Pruffia. The greateft 
part of th^ lands in Poland which the king had 
demanded were granted, it is true; but the ac»* 
quifirion of the Ruffians was at leaft of twice 
the extent 5 and ftill moire there was a very bur* 
thenfome artiple on his majefty infcrted in this 
treaty. It was demanded that Pruffia (hould 
affift the Mufcovites with all her powers^ (houlcJ 
they be attacked by the Auftrians; but, if the 
cmprefs queen were to declare war on the king 
of Pixiffia, the monarch had no fuccour to hope 
from Ruffia, till peace (hould firft be concluded 
with the Turks. 

Conditions fo ill proportioned not being kc- 
cept^ble gave rife to fomc explanations. A re-* 
trofpeft was taken of all the engagements that 
had been made between Pruffia and Ruffia, the 
rfcful? of which fhewed that every thihg had 
been to the advantage of the cmprefs, and no* 
thing in favour of the king* His majefty how* 
ever added that he had determined to give every 
reafonable fatisfaftion to which any poffible pre- 
tence could be made^ and that he confided on . 
the equity as well as on the moderation of the 
emprefs of Ruffia, who well might facrifice fome 
p^rt of Jier c^nquefts to prevent the progrefs of 
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4 war which, it was to be feared, would bccomflf 
general ; cfpedally as Mpldavia and WaUachuii 
fcrved as a pretext to the Auftriai^s more to em* 
broil affairs J and that, under cirCumfUnces (b 
qripcal as the preTent, it became the dignity of 
4 monarchy fo vaft as that of Rufiia to pay lefsi 
rcfpeft to its particular intereft than to the pub- 
lic good* It Yfas at the fame time propofed 
that, to jndemoify Pruffia for the various dan- 
gers which flie might exped from a new war;, 
tiif confeqqences of which wer? impqflSbla tq 
be forefeen, Hu(fia fljiQuld add the city of Dantr 
z| c^ ^(uat^d in ;hp mid^l? of Pomerellia, to thai 
part c£ the 4ifn|eniberment of Poland pf whicH 
ihe king was to put himfelf in poffeffion. 

Thefe rcmonftrances, as it ufually happens, 
jdid npt produce all the e^ej5t that might have 
b?ei> expeded. Reflpfting however on tho 
fprce of the reafons \yhich had been fo clearly 
i^rged, the e^nprefs of I^ufl}^ was willing to re-r 
ftrid the pfppofijiipns of peace wh^^h were in- 
cpmpatible with the interefts of other powers ; in 
Cpnfegqence of which fhe ei^gagcd to reftore to 
the Turksj, after the peace, the cQun^:ries (he had 
conquered between the D^iiefter ^nd the Danybe, 
The court of Berlin communicated this happy 
intelligence with promptitude to that pf Vienna i| 
a|id^ fpr the foft time, th^ countenance of prince 

K^njitzi 
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Kaunitz aflumed ferenity. Calm fucceeded to 
inquietude ; and jcaloufy, with which the great 
fuccefs of the RuflSans had infpired the Irnpe* 
rial court) difappeared at the moment ihe had 
po longer to fear beholding that power in the 
yicinity of her own provinces. 

The Porte was immediately informed of the 
prefent amicable difpolitions of the court of Pe- 
tprflburg. The Turks, to whom misfortune had 
given a difgull for war, were hig|hly inclined to 
peace. The lad campaign of the Ruffians wa^ 
one continued triumph. They had conquered 
the Crimea; and a dccifive 'victory, gained by 
marfhal Romanzow^^ toward the clofe of the 
year, had completed the profperity <rf their 
arms. Under circumftances fo defponding, the 
information arrived at Conflantinople that the 
greateft impediments to peace were removed. 
The Turks therefore, on their part, that they 
might facilitate the gfeiieral pacification, deter- 
mined to fet the ambaflador Ohrdkow at liberty, 
who till then had been detained in the Seven 
Towers; for this was a preliminary exaded by 
the emprefs, and without which (he would liftea 
tp no negotiation* 

1772. Though every court was a6Uve, the 
dilatorinefs and irrefoluti<m of the Ruffians re- 
{^4^4 ^^ cqncfuiiQn of t|^e treaty of difm^m- 
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berinent. The nfegodation chiefly flopped at 
0ie poflelfion of the city of Dantzie. fhe Ruf- 
^ans pretepded th^f they had guarantied the 
jfreedorn of this petty republic ; but in reality it 
wa3 the Englifti who, jealous of the Pruffians, 
prqtefted the liberties of ih^t maritim? town; 
and who encouraged the emprefs of Rufli^ in 
refufing her confeiit to the demands of his Pruf- 
Han majefty. It was nfcverthelefs nec^flary for 
the king to determine ^ and, as it was evident 
that the pofleffioin 6f the Viftula, ^nd the port 
of Danfzic, would in time alfo fubjedt the city, 
it was thought proper not to delay a negotia- 
tion fo important, for aii advantage which, in 
reality, was but deferred; for which reafo^i his 
majefty deflfted frorti his demand- 
After much lingering, the ultimafum of th# 
court of P^ferlburg wks received. (January the 
12th,) The Ruflians continued to infiftonthc 
confidcrable fuccours which they Remanded from 
the Pruflians, fliouid the Atttrians. declare war. 
However oflfenfire fuch inequalities were, how- 
ever difproportiona^e to the aid which ?illics in 
reality mutually owe each <«iher, as the emprefs 
queen was known at that time to be in a rnoro 
favourable and pacific temper than (he had 
been, thefe confiderations ceafed to continue of 
importknce, wii^n a treaty fo advantageous was 



|o be concluded ; liwi the lluflSahs were prq- 
inifcd fucco^§ which, after fu^h a treaty, neve^ 
^ould be called in qucftion. . 

(February 1 7th.) Ol^ftacles fo numerous bcmg 
I? emqved, the fecrct convention was at length 
fighed at Peterfburg. The Pniffian acquifitions 
were Rich as we have ftated them ; the cities of 
Dan^c znd Thorn^i and fheir territories, ex- 
cepted. By this partition, the court of Peterf- 
burg acquired a very confiderable diftrift in 
Poland, extending along its ancient frontiers, 
from the Dwina as far as the Dniefter. The 
time fixed on for taking poifeffion was the 
month of Juqe; and it was agreed to invite the 
emprefs quecai to join the two contrafting 
powers, and to make herfelf a party in the dif- 
taembcrment. Ruflia and Pruffia guarantied 
their refpedtive acquifitions, and promifed to 
aft in concert at the diet of Warfaw, that they 
might obtain the confent of the republic to all 
^hefe conceflions. The king further engaged, 
by a fectet Article, to fend twenty thoufand men 
into Poland, who were to join the RufSans^ 
(hould the war become general. His majefty 
fur^er pledged hinifelf openly to declare againfl: 
the houfe of Aufbia, if this aid ftiould not be 
found fuificient. It was alfo ftipulated that the 
^ruffian fubfidy fliould ceafc to be paid, as foon 

as 
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is the Auxilury corps (hould have joined the 
Jfluflian army. In another article it was ad* 
ded that his majefty (hoiild be authorifcd in 
■withdrawing his auxiliary troops, if, bccaufe of 
fuch fuccour, he Should be attacked by the Aur 
ftrians, in his proper ftates; and in this cafe 
Huifia promifed to fend him a corps of fix thou- 
fand foot, and four thoufand Coffacks. The 
number was further to be doubled whenever 
circumftances would permit. Ruflia alfo agreed 
to maintain an army of fifty thoufand men in 
Poland, in order to aflifl the king with all her 
powers, after the war with the Ottomans (hould 
be terminated ; and in fine to continue this aid 
till fuch time as, by a general pacification, a 
fuitable compenfation could be procured for 
Pruflia. A feparate convention was added to 
all thefe articles, to regulate the reciprocal nuin-* 
tepance of the auxiliary f roops. 
---This work, whiph was to fprvp as a bafis to 
the projcfts that werp to enfue, being termi- 
i^atcd, it now remained to perfuade the court of 
Vienni to join th? two contrafting powers, 
^here were threp parties formed in that court, 
and which were of three different opinions. 
The emperor was defirous of regaining in Hun-r 
gary thofe provinces which his anceftors had 
loft by the peafce of Belgrade. The emprcfs. 
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his mother, no longer poffcflcd of that energy 
and fortitude of which (he had given fo many 
proofs in her youth, and who began to addi<± 
herfelf to myftical devotion, reproached herfelf 
with the blood which her paft wars had (hed. 
She detefted war, and wilhed to purchafe peace, 
be the price what it might. Prince Kzxmti, 
endowed with an accurate judgment, who 
wiftied to unite the ihterefts of the monarchy 
\^ith the inclination of his miftrefs, confequendy 
found himfelf obliged to choofe between war 
or the difmemberment of Poland; and had 
further to dread that, (hould he determine on 
the latter, the union between the houfes of 
Bourfapn and Auftria, which he regarded as his 
mafterpiece would have an end. On one 
fide, the Pruflian cavalry, remounted with fuch 
promptitude, gave him to underftand that the 
king was decifive in his meafures; on the other, 
he faw his majefty was deiirous of a general 
pacification, to effedt which he ardently la- j 
^ured. 

In fine the king to^ the Auftrian envoy, 
during a conference between d)em, diat hi| 
majefty congratulated the emprefi queen for 
having, at that moment, the deftiny of Europe 
in her power; becaufe that, in reality, peace 
or war, Vnde^ the prefent circximiUnces, 4e« 
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Hiriis immediacely communioitcd to the dmpreft 
^iieen. The court of Vienna, in her countefpto-* 
jieft, took care not to forget herfelf. Her avidity 
extended over numox>u$ palatinates^ including 
the whole fpace that lay between the principality 
of Tcfchen and the very confines of Wallachia ; 
mnd in one direction advanced as Ux as Belcz^ 
within a fmall diftance of Warfaw* The coun- 
try which that line of demarcation compre-* 
hended, and which conftituted nearly the third 
of Poknd, was tbo evidently in contradidtion to 
the convention which this court had but juft 
figned with the other powers. 

The portion which the Auftrians wifhed to 
appropriate to themfelves was held to be as 
enormous, at Petcrfburg, as it had been thought 
exorbitant, at Berlin. Shocked at proceedings 
fo indecent, count Panin remitted a memorial to 
prince Lobkowitz, who refided at Peterfburg 
in quality of Auftrian ambaffador, in which he 
tftimatcd with precifion the partition of the three 
courts, and concluded that, in order to eftablifll 
a perfed: equality, it was neceflary that Vienna 
ihould think proper to renounce the pofleffion 
of Leopol, and the important fait- pits of Wt* 
liczka, that no one might imaigine themietvea 
wronged. 

. Tte court xrf- Vienna- continued to infifl: ^W 

.the 
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the town of Leopol and the falt-pits of Wiliczka, 
which (he was determined to poffefs ; but at the 
fame time, in order to facilitate the convention, 
(he gave up the palatinates of Lublin, Chelm, 
and Belcz, Such being the date of the nego- 
tiation, it wa$ neceffary to haften the conclufion 
of it, or the difmembfcrment muft be renounced. 
On fuch an occafion, too great exaftitude in 
cftimating the .different portions would have 
given bifth to never-ending difputes; other 
powers would infallibly have profited by the 
mifunderftanding, and all the previous trottble 
that had been taken would have been rendered 
ineffeftual. 

Perfuaded of this, the king advifed the em- 
prefs of Ruflia to accept the conditions which the 
court of Vientia announced as her ultimatum* 
Catharine well underilood how precious the mo- 
ments were: and, there beihg no longer any 
impediment, the triple convention of the con- 
trafting coiirts was figned (Auguft die 5th) by 
Aeir miriifters at Peterfburg. 

The Pruflian and Ruffian acquifirions in this 
'treaty were fuch as they have before been de- 
fcribed. The portion which was allotted to the 
Auftrians extended from the principality of 
Tefchen, beyond Sendomir, to the confluence 
ef the Sau, drawing a right line to the Bug, and 
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from th.at river, to the Dniefter, on the frontiers 
of Podolia and Moldavia. The three courts 
guarantied their refpedive poffefEons, and pro- 
mifed to adt in concert, to induce the republic 
of Poland to grant its confent to the ceflions 
that (hould be delnanded. 

The court of Vienna, rendered gracious by {q 
many acquifitions, promifed to employ her good 
offices, conjointly with the king of Prulfia, in 
order to difpofe the Porte to accept the condi- 
tions of peace> fuch as they were ftipulated by 
Ruflia- . 

The three courts fixed the ift of September' 
for the day of taking poffeflion. They agreed 
to fend a declaration, which (hould be concert- 
ed between the three powers, to the king of Po- 
land, about the fame period, that the republic 
might be informed of the arrangements which 
had been made, and exhorted to convoke an 
extraordinary diet, effeftually to accomplifti the 
entire pacification of the kingdom. At this 
diet, Ruffia, Auftria, and Pruflia individually 
propofed to prefent a deduftion, which (hould 
contain the pretenfions of each power, with the 
claims they imagined themfelves to have on the 
provinces of which they had t^ken polTeflion. 

The king founded his demands on Pome- 
rellia, and a part of Great Poland, fituated on 

this 
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^is fide the Netze, upon the plea that thefe 
J)rovinces, formerly annexed to Pomerania and 
Brandenbourg, had been difmembered by the 
toles. He claimed the town of Elbing, in 
Virtue of a pretended debt, and of a loan which 
his anceftors had advanced the republic on that 
town. The bilhoprick of Warmia, and the 
palatinates of Marienburg and Culm, were 
ftated to be an equivalent to Dantzick^ the 
capital of Pomerellia, which was to remain free. 

We will not here dwell on the rights of the 
three powers; a Angular junftion of circum- 
fiances was tieceffary to produce this difmem- 
berment, and that union of interefts which was 
requifite. They were the fole means of avoid- 
ing a general waf . 

Such was the conclufion of fo mlny negotia- 
tions, which required patience, fortitude, and 
addrefs. Europe was at this time preferved from 
k general war, ^hich was ready to burft forrli^ 
It was difficult to conciliate interefts fo oppo- 
lite as thofe of the Auftrians and the RulEans . 
To compenfate the Ruffians for the conquefts 
which Auftria demanded fliould be reftored to 
the Porte, there was no other medium than that 
of affigning them poffeffions in Poland. The 
emprefs queen fet the example, by caufmg her 
troops to occupy the lordftiip of Zips ; and, if 
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an equilibrium between the monarchies of diS 
north was in any manner to be maintained, it 
was requifite the king (hould take part in the 
difmemberment. This is the firft example 
which hiftory furnifties of a partition fo regu- 
lated, and peaceably terminated, between three 
fovereigns. But for the circumftances under 
which Europe at that time was, the moft able 
politicians muft have failed in fuch an attempr. 
All depends on opportunity, and feizing the 
moment when opportunity prefents itfelf. 

The care of the three powers was not wholly 
abforbed by their refpedbive interefts in the dif- 
memberment. They were not the lefs adive 
in prefling the Turks to a congrefs. The Au- 
ftrian internuncio, who refided at Conftanti- 
riople, fpoke no more of the fubfidies,^ which he 
had fo warmly folicited, nor of the diverfions 
his court meant to make in favour of thc^ Porte. 
Far from encouraging the Turks to continue 
the waf, he joined the Pruflian ambaffador, to 
induce the Divan to make choice of the perfons 
whom the grand Seignor fliould fend to the 
congrefs of pacification. The plenipotentiaries 
were appointed, on the part of the two bellige- 
rent powers. The Pruflian and Auftrian am- 
balTadors joined them at Foxfiani, in the begin- 

3 ^^^S 
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ning of Auguft, at which place the conferences 
were held. 

Here count Orlow, the favourite of the em- 
prefs, prefided on the part of Ruffia; and Ofman 
EfFendi, in behalf of the Muffulmen. The two 
minifters appeared to agree on the effential ar- 
ticles of the treaty, and even relative to the in- 
dependence of the Tartars. But, when the 
plan was examined article by article, Ofman 
£ffendi prefented another, by which the right 
of confirming the kham of the Tartars eled, 
ahd of adminiftering juftice in the Crimea, was 
referved to the grand Seignor. This propofi- 
ition was rejefted; and Ofman prefented one 
more moderate, which was as little admiffible as . 
the [former; on which he declared that, after 
having ufed every means in which he was in- 
dulged by his inftrudtions, after having modi- 
fied and foftened the articles which gave moft 
offence to Ruffia, flail perceiving that, regard- 
lefs of the moderation of the grand Seignor, his 
propofitions were all reje^ed, he had only to 
demand horfes that he might return to Conftan- 
tinople. Count Orlow took him at his word : 
the perfonal intereft* of the count recalled him 
to Peterfburg, where his enemies, profitii^g by 
his abfence, had ft>und means to fupplant him ; 
and thus the congrefs, which had been affemblcd 

F 3 witk 
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with fo much trouble, did not fit to the end of 
the month in which it began. 

The more the affairs of the north and eaft 
were advantageous to Ruffia, the greater were 
the attempts of France, littk fatisfied as (he was 
with her own want of importance, to find a re-r 
compcnfe by her intrigues for the afcendcncy 
which fhe "had loft. This flic flattered herfelf 
(he might regain by making Sweden a party. 
The prince royal of Sweden, on his travels at 
that time in France, happened to be ^ Paris; 
when he was informed of the death of the king 
his father. The minifters of Louis XV. that 
they might profit by the occafion, entered into 
fecret engagements with the yoyng prince. They 
promifed to pay up the arrears of the laft war, 
which France was indebted to Sweden, The 
fum total amounted to one million three hunr 
dred thoufand crowns, ^ part of which was rer 
mitted to him at Paris; and they led him to 
hope for the reft, if he would employ it to 
change the form of government in Sweden, and 
fender it abfoiute. 

The youthful prince, ardent, ambitious, but 
with an alloy of levity, from that time applied 
himfelf, without referve, to the execution of 
this projcd ; a favourable opportunity to ^c- 
compllih which would be furniftied by the diet 

that 



MEMOIRS AFTER THE PEACE. 71 

that was to be aliemblcd for his coronation. On 
his return to Stockholm, emiflaries provided 
with money were fent into all the provinces of 
the kingdom, to corrupt the deputies, and a 
part of the troops. His brother, prince Charles, 
put himfelf at the head of one of thefe corps, to 
conduft it to the capital, for the fupport of the 
king ; but the young monarch did not wait his 
arrival. He had gained over the regiment of 
guards, and that of the artillery. By this means 
he feized on the arfenal, pointed cannon to 
fweep the fquares and ftreets, aflembled the 
fenators who were intimidated by preparations 
fo novel, and (Auguft the i8th) caufed himfelf 
to be declared fovereign by this body, which 
reprefented the whole nation. 

An event fo uncxpefted occafioned fome inT 
quietude at the court of Berlin. The king, in 
his treaty with Ruflia, had engaged tq maintaiii 
the form of government eftablilhcd in Sweden 
in the year 1720. He was not ignorant how 
ftrong an impreffion fo fudden a revolution 
would make on the cmprefs of RuflSa. The 
congrcfs of Foxfiani had indeed been interrupt- 
ed, but the Ruffians and Turks were again par- 

r 

leying, preparatory to the affembling another 
at Buchareft. Should peace be concluded be- 
tween thefe two powers, it might be expeded 

F 4 that 
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that Ruflla would inilantly labour to reftcre the 
Swedifti government to its ancient form. The 
young king of Sweden, who depended on the 
fupport of France, would never voluntarily re- 
fign the power he had fo lately acquired. Here 
was a new fubjeft for war, in which the king 
would have been obliged to combat againft his 
own nephew; and nature, which pleads in the 
hearts of kings as powerfully as ih thofe of pri- 
vate perfons, revolted at the aft. 

On the other part, politics required the faith 
of treaties (hould be refpefted. In this dilem- 
ma, the king availed himfelf of the court of 
Vienna, in order tliat, by her remonftranccs at 
Peterlburg, the firft cffervefcence of Ruflia 
might be calmed. Emotions of anger and re- 
verige however would have been moft powerful 
in the mind of the emprefs of RuflBia, had not 
the Turks, with much fortitude, refifted the 
rigorous and vexatious conditions which the 
Mufcovites endeavoured to oblige them to ac- 
cept. In the interim, the king of Sweden be? 
ing aware of the d^ger with which he was 
menaced, on the part of RufEa, it became a 
matter of moment with him firft to prevent all 
interference from Denmark, that he might only 
have one enemy at a time to combat. 

This obliges ys to go back that we may with 

precifioA 
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precifion expofe the reafons which the king of 
Sweden had to ad thus. The king of Den- 
mark had afcended the throne too youngs and 
before he had^ been formed for government by 
experience. He was furrounded by minifters 
who were grown old in the intrigues of the 
courtj and who, being rather interefted perfons ' 
than good citizens, had no other ambition than 
that of governing their mafter. As thefe rivals 
flxu^led mutually to fupplant each other, their 
contefts did hxf, occafion frequent difgraces: 
each day produced new minifters and new pro- 
jefts of government. The fieur Saldern, who 
was at that time ambaffador from Ruffia at Co-^ 
penhagen, had, as we have before faid, traffick- 
icd for the exchange of the dutchy of Gottorp, 
in lieu df thofe of Oldenburg and Delmenhorfk. 
This foreign ambaffador, having too much 
power at Copenhagen, perfuaded the king to 
tnake a toiir through foreigji covmtries, wifliing 
by thajt tp prevent his vifiting the kingdom of 
Norway, as he had intended to do, and in which 
it was feared foijie changes would have been in- 
troduced, prejudicial to the intereft:s of Ruffia. 

Soon after his marriage with the princefs 
jyiatilda, fiftier to the king of England, he de* 
parted from Copenhagen, and travelled to Lon- 
jdpn^ and frpm thence to Paris. His courtiers, 

and 
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and the perfons who attended him, ftrexigthenod 
his inclination tovoluptuoufncfsand debauchery ♦ 
On his return from his travels, he brought home 
a difeafe for the cure of which he had taken ik> 
care. The queen, his confort, under the pre- 
tence of recovering bis health, gained a dcmii* 
nion over his mind, and propofed a phyficiaq 
to him, named Struenfee, as the man moft ca-^ 
pable of efffefting his cure. The free accefs 
which this phyfician had to the court gave him 
an opportunity of imperceptibly gaining aa 
afcendency over the queen, which was unbe- 
coming a man of his inferior birth. 
^ .This connexion, which daily increafed in 
intimacy, obliged the queen to take the utmoft 
precautions left the king (hould perceive the^ 
prefent proceedings. It is pretended that, for 
the greater certainty, the queen and the phyfi^ 
cian, under the pretext of adminiftering rcmc-' 
dies to the king, caufed him to take opium. 
The too frequent ufe of that foporific produced 
a confiderable efFedt on the underftanding of 
the young monarch: he was fubjeft to fuch 
long and continued fits 6f forgetfulnefs that the 
queen, and the phyfician, feized on the reins of 
government. Struenfee was created prime mi- 
nifter, and, during fome months, was in reality 
king of Denmark. The Danifti nation was 

enraged. 



MEliOirS AFTBR THK FBACE. J^ 

enraged. It was at kngth difcdv^red that the 
projeft q( the minifter was to caufe the king to 
be declared incapable of reigning, and, undcf 
this pretext, to raife himfelf to the proteftorfhip 
of the kingdom; which ftcp completed the 
diiguft that the minds . of men had conceived. 
To expofe the kingdom to fall under a denomi- 
naticMi like this wa? to cover it with opprobrium. 
The marine guards, whom it had been intend** 
ed to break, becaufe that the faction fufpefted 
their fidelity, gave the firft (hock to the revolu- 
tion. The two generals Eickftaedt and Coeller, 
both Pomeranians by birth, and the minifter of 
ftate. Often, fecretly repaired to the queen, 
Julia, the mother-in-law of the king, and in the 
moft lively colours painted thofe perils by which 
(he, perfonally, as well as her fon-in-law, and 
the whole kingdom, were menaced. They con- 
jured her, at a moment fo critical, to take a dc- 
cifive part ; and prevailed on her to repair, after 
a ball, which was to continue a great part of 
the night, by a fecret ftair-cafe, into the apart- 
inent of the king, to inform him of the imminent 
danger Mrhich threatened him, and to .oblige 
him inftantancoufly to fign an order by which 
the gcner^ds ftiould be authorized, the one to 
^rreft the queen Matilda, and the other to fe- 
f ure the phyfi^ian, prime minifter. 

The 
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The plan was executed as it had been pro- 
jcftcd. The queen was imprifoned in a fortrefs, 
and the pbyfician and his adherents were brought 
to trial. The fear of tortures made them con- 
fcfs all the crimes of which they were accufed. 
The marriage of the queen Matilda was an- 
nulled, ^y the intervention of the king of Eng- 
land ftie was permitted to leave Denm^k^ ai^d 
to retire into the electorate of Hanover. Slje 
fixed her abode at Zelle, where 0ie was treated 
with diftinftion by her brother. 

The phyfician and baron Brandt, after their 
trial, were beheaded. The queen Julia, mother- 
in-law of the king, affumed the management of 
affairs. Every thing was feebly conduded at the 
commencement of fuch an adpiiniftration, which, 
in reality, was nothing more than a regency. 
The debility of the mind of the king was equi- 
valent to a minority. The Norwegians, who 
had been loaded with taxps for the fupport of 
the bank, which was on the point of bankruptcy, 
began, on various occafions, to manifefl their 
difcontents. The fqdden revolution, that at the 
lame time happened in the Swedifli govern- 
ment, gave very powerful alarms at the court 
of Copenhagen, which dreaded the enterprifes 
pf a youthful neighbouring prince, by birth the 
enemy of the Danes. The queen Julia 'fent 

general 
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general Huth, with fbme troops, into Norway ; 
in order to guard that kingdom againft any' 
foreign invader. 

The diflati^fadion of the Norwegians, and 
the little favourable propenfities they had to^ 
ward the court, were the fubjefts on which the 
king of Sweden founded his hopes. Some de* 
puties from the peafants of that kingdom, who 
came to him in the fmall town of Eckholmfund, 
aflured him that he had only to (hew himfelf 
with a few troops, on their frontiers, to aniniate 
the Norwegian peafants, and to occafion an in* 
furreftion in his favour. Without examining 
whether it was the nation, that fpoke by the 
mouth of thefe deputies, or whether they were 
merely the organs of fome obfcure malccontents, 
the king fuddenly departed, under the pretence 
of making what is called, in Sweden, the Eric 
Gatta. He made the tour of the fouthem pro- 
vinces in Scania, aiid toward the frontiers of, 
Norway. He thence fent a memorial to the 
court of Denmark (November the 9th) con- 
ceived in terms of menace, wherein he demanded 
the reafon of the extraordinary armaments which 
that court was making in Nprway. He at the 
fame time prepared to undertake war hin^elf. 
Swedilh troops, p|ovided with artillery, ap-^ 
prpached Norway^ < His numerous emi^ies 

were 
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Vfctc difperfed through ihc kingdom, to cxcitd 
the people to feditioiii Infeffedual attempts 
were made to burn the dock-yard of Copen- 
hagen : in fine every thing tended to a rupture! 
between the two kingdonls ; which perhaps muft 
have enfued, had iiot the court of Berlin, by 
the moft energetic rempnftranccs, induced thcJ 
two powers to come to a mutual eclairciflement, 
relative to their {ufpicions, . and to an accommoj 
dation* The cffeft thefe remonftrances produced* 
occafioned the king of Sweden to return to hisi 
capital, and freed the Danes from their fears. 

Tbc change of government in Sweden had 
given difpleafure to the emprefs of Ruflia, and 
thefe motions of the monarch, on the frontiers 
pf Norway, offended her ftill further. She 
feared left a prince, fo reftlefs and enterprizbg 
as the king of Sweden, (kould with equal levity 
make an attack on the frontiers of JBftonia and 
Finland. Thefe two pfovinccs >^ere, at diac 
time, unprovided with troops ; the Ruffian ar- 
mies were in Beffarabia, and in the Crimea, 
and Poland was over-run with more Aan fifty 
thoufand of the Mufcovite troops. The csxi^ 
prefs juciged that, under fuch circumftances, 
whi|e (he was making conqucfts in the eaft, and 
fubjugating die •Sarmatiinj, (he ought licx to 
negled the fecurity of her former pofieflEbus* 

^ J With 



With this intent, (he recalled twenty thotifand 
of her foldiers, who were in Poland, to fend 
them into Livonia, for the defence of that and 
other provinces, which (he believed were ex-^ 
pofed to infult from the Swede?* She alfo 
(hewed herfelf more inclined to a new congrefs, 
for the cotk;lu(ion of peace with the Turks, 

Oftober 26th. The congrefs opened at 
Buchareft* The I'eis EfFcndi was the plenipoten* 
tiary from the Porte, and the lieur ObreikoW 
from Peter(burg. The two plenipotentiary 
tninifters of PruflSa and Auftria did not at- 
tend, becaufe the Ruffians had been diflfatisfied 
^ith the (ieur Thugut, who had been prefent 
at the firft congrefs^ as minifter from the em- 
prefs queen* The Ruffians began by renewing 
their exorbitant pretenfions. They afterward 
receded oh feveral articles; but the ceffion of 
the fortreffi^s of Kerfch and Jenikala, in thd 
Crimea, (ituated on the ftrait of Zabach, the 
poflfeffion of which would open a pa(fege to the 
Ru(fians into the Euxine, was ah invincible im- 
pediment to the conclufion of peace. The' 
corps of the tJlemas, or men of the law, declared 
to the grand Seignor it never would confent that? 
Rulfia (faould, by this ceffion, be empowered 
to fend out a fleet which might threaten Con- 
ftantinople itfelf with the moft imminent dan- 
ger; 
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ger ; and Ruflia) on her part, announced th^ 
pofieflion of thefc two places as a condition from 
which (he would never recede. Hereupon each 
of the two courts fent an ultimatum to their pleni- 
potentiaries. The Ruffians offered to give up the 
money that they had demanded, on condition 
that the Turks would confent to the remainder ; 
and the Turks propofed to vgrant twenty-one 
millions of rubles to the Ruffians, if they^would 
reftore every thing to the ftate in ^hich it was 
before the commencement of the war. ^ After 
the conditions had been mutually rpjeftcd, to- 
ward the end of the month of March 1773, 
this fecond congrefs broke up like the firft. 

Two reafons contributed to render the con- 
grefs ineffectual. The firft was the burthen- 
fome, humiliating, and rigorous conditions, to 
which Catharine wiflied to fubjeft Muftapha. 
The other originated in the intrigues of France, 
which, not fatisfied with employing bribes to 
gain the principal vifirs and grandees of the 
Porte, infpired them with courage by the hope 
that the king of Sweden would carry the war 
into Finland, and there make a diverfion in 
^their favour ; adding that France was aftually ^ 
arming a numerous fquadron at Toulon, which 
flie would fend to the Levant, and that it (hould 
there remain, to cruHe ia the Archipelago. 

The 
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The court of Vcrfailles did more than raife 
thefe petty cabals. She difapproved the con- 
duct of the emprefs queen, who, being her ally, 
had united with Pruffia and RufSa, and had 
taken part with thefe powers, which France 
regarded as her foes. To avenge herfelf of the 
Auftrians, a quadruple alliance was projedted 
at Verfailles, between that court and thofe of 
Madrid, Turin, and London. This was be- 
gun by fetting every engine in motion to infpire 
England with diffatisfadion againft; Pruffia and 
Ruffia. Numerous pamphlets were difperfed 
by the French emiffaries, in fome of which they 
demonflxated to the Englifli the very confider- 
able injuries their trade would endure, now the 
king of Pruffia was in pofleffion of the port of 
Dantzic ; in others they exaggerated the loffiss 
Nvhich the commercial interefts of the Englilh 
muftfuffer, ftiould the Ruffians obtain the free na- 
vigation of the Euxine. Thefe writings at length 
made fome impreffion ; the impetuofity of the 
EngliQi was quickly excited, and, without 
knowing why, the nation vented loud exclama- 
tions, protefting that the port of Dantzic was 
about to ruin the trade of Great Britain. 

It is unneceflary 'here to report all the dif- 
agreeable circiimftanccs to which thefe clamours 
gave birth ; but we are indifpenfably obliged 

VOL. IV. G W 
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to relate that the Englifli addreflcd themfelves 
to the Ruffians, and that they required the am- 
baflador of the emprefs, in conjundion with the 
Englifli ambaflador, to give law to the king of 
Pruffia, in his own domains, which belonged 
to him as legally as the provinces which the 
two other powers had invaded did to them, that 
he might facrifice his intereft to their caprices. 

The Ruffians did not entirely enter into thefe 
extravagant ideas of the Englifli. The war 
with the Turks flill continued. The king 
granted fubfidies; it was therefore neceflary 
they fliould pay him fome attention. Some 
vague negotiations took place with the court of 
PeterflDurg, concerning the duties and tolls of 
the Viftula, and relative to the port of Dantzic. 
After explanations between the parties, and 
when good reafons had been adduced to con- 
vince the czarina that each fovereign was matter 
of his own territories, and that therefore he ought 
not to be difturbed in the adminiftration of his 
finances, the Ruffians found thefe proofs were 
valid, and affairs remained in their former 
Hate. 

The projed of the French and Englifli was 
ftill more artful than as above reprefented. 
Their view was to embroil Pruffia and Ruffia^ 
on the fubjcd of the port of Dantzic ; and, 

^ though 
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though the conclufion did not correspond with 
the attempt, the Enghfh did not ccafe to teftify, 
at the court of Peterfburg, how jealous and 
envious they were of the commerce of the 
Euxine, which it was the intention of the Ruf- 
fians to exercife. But the breaking up of the 
congrefs of Buchareft delivered them^ for the 
moment, from their apprehenfions. 

The inteftine troubles of the Court of Peterf- 
burg, and the different faftions which were 
endeavouring to effcdt the deftrudlion of their 
opponents, inflvienced the public affairs, and 
occafioned fiew difputes ; fometimes refpefting 
the port of Dantzic ; at others, concerning the 
tolls ; and, on a third occafion, relative to the 
limits of the new acquifitions. Ill-humour was 
carried fo far that they difputed a diftrift with 
the king fituated beyond the Netze, which he 
had inferted iti hk line of demarcation. Other 
difficulties were raifed concerning the territory 
. of Thorn, which it was pretended he had in- 
croached upon ; although the partition had been 
regulated by the moft authentic geographical 
maps that were to be procured. 

The Ruffians had fimilar quarrels with the 
Auftrians, concerning a diftrift which they had 
appropriated to themfelves, lying beyond the 
Sau, and which was of confiderable extent. 

G a The 
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The king promifed he would cdmply with the 
cmprefs of Ruffia, and, in a certain degree, 
accommodate himfelf toherdefires, on condition 
that the Auftrians would aft in like manner ; 
but the court of Vienna, difplaying its haughti- 
nefs and its whole dignity, declared it would 
not yield an inch of its pofleffions. This proud 
and determined declaration of the Auftrians 
compelled the Ruffians to keep filcnce, and from 
that time affairs remained in the ftate in which 
they then were. 

All thefe petty arts derived their origin from 
the hatred in which count Orlow, now made a 
prince, held Count Panin. He accufcd him of 
having too advantageoufly regulated the partis 
tion in behalf of the Ruffian allies; and the 
minifter, who faw his influence tottering, had 
not the Courage firmly to maintain the^ points 
on which the emprefs of Ruffia and the king 
of Pruffia had been mutually agreed, when the 
convention was figned. About this time, the 
nuptials of the grand duke were celebrated at 
Peterlburg. (July,) Count Panin, who had 
been his governor, then gave up his charge, 
and the emprefs not only gracioufly rewarded 
him but, undeceived relative to the calumnies 
with which his enemies had endeavoured to 
4 blacken 
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blacken his charafter, (he rcftored him to her 
confidence. 

It was the king who, by his efforts, occa- 
ficHied the choice which the cmprefs made of a 
daughter-in-law to alight on the princefs of 
Darmftadt, own fitter to the princefs of Pruflia. 
If influence was to be preferved in Ruflia, it 
was neceflary perfons fliould refide there who 
were connefted with Pruflfia. When the prince 
of Pruflia fhould afcend the throne, it was to 
be hoped he might hence derive great advan- 
tages. M. von Afleburg, a fubjed: of the king, 
and who had paffed into the fervice of the em- 
prefs, was commiffioned to make a tour through 
the courts of Germany, in whiqh there were 
marriageable princcflfes, and to give in his 
report. He chofe the princefs of Darmftadt, 
who was defigned for the confort of the grand 
duke. 

While the marriage feftiyals were celebrating 
in the city of Peterfburg, the diet of Poland 
affembled at Warfaw. The three courts there 
publiftied a manifefto, with a deduction of thfeir 
claims. They demanded that the king and 
the republic (hould — 

1. Sign the treaty of ceflion, in favour of the 
three courts. 

2. The pacification of Poland. 

G 3 3. Set 
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3. Set apart a fixed fum for the fupport of 
their king. 

4. Should eftablifti a permanent counciL And 

5. Appoint a ftable fund by which the re- 
public might maintain thirty thoufand men. 

At the fame tinie each power fcnt a corps of 
ten thoufand men into Poland. Each, in like 
manner, fent a general to Warfaw. The name 
of the Auftrian general was Richecourt; of the 
Ruffian Bibikow; and of the Pruffian Lentiriu5# 
They had orders to ad in concert, and to chaf- 
tifc the grandees who (hould attempt to cabal, 
or be any let to the innovations which were in- 
tended to be made on their country. 

At tl\c beginning the Poles were froward ; 
they treated whatever was propofcd with repugn 
nance, and the nuncios from the palatinates 
did not arrive , at Warfaw. Fatigued by thefc 
delays, and this obftinacy, the court of Vienna 
propofcd to ftx a day for the affembling of the 
diet, with a menace that, if the nuncios ftiould 
foil to be prcfent, the three courts, without fur- 
ther lofs of time, would difmember the whole 
kingdom. But it was like wife added that, out 
of regard to them, if they fhould give indica- 
tions of their docility, as foon as the act of 
ceflion ftiould be figned, the three powers 
I would 
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would withdraw their troops from the territories 
of the republic. 

Scarcely was this declaration publiftied before 
all aftcd as if there had been no conftraint. The 
diet aflembled on the 1 9th of April ; the treaty 
of ceffion was approved and figned, firft with 
the Auftrians, afterward with the Ruffians, and 
that of Pruffia on the i8th of September. It 
was agreed that commiflaries (hould be fent to 
regulate the frontiers. The repubhc in favour 
of his majcfty renoimced its right to the re- 
vcrfion of the kingdom of Pruffia, and of thq 
liefe of Lauenburg, Butow, and Draheim. Se- 
veral articles of the treaty of Welau were abo- 
IKhed^ and all the remaining provinces were 
guarantied to Poland. The king further pro- 
mifed to preferve the catholic religion, in his 
portion of the difraembermcnt, in the ftate in 
which he found it ; and the articles which re- 
lated to trade were referred to feparate ads. 
This treaty, and thofe of the other courts, were 
at firft only figned by the two marihals of the 
confederation, the prefident of the delegation, 
and the ambaffadors of the three powers. Thefe 
ambaffadors began afterward to treat with the 
members of the delegation. The creation of a 
permanent council was agreed on, but the dif- 
cuffiqps concerning it, which muft neeeflarily 

. G 4 t>© 
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be long and circumftantial, were remitted to the 
iucceeding affemblies. 

The Poles, whom we cannot but confider as 
the moft frivolous and inconfiderate people in 
Europe, flattered themfelves without the leaft 
foundation that they fhould fqon annihilate the 
labours of the three neighbouring powers. Thus 
do thofe reafon who are little ufed to refledt. 
^* The campaign of the Ruffians has not been 
^^ fortunate this year, and they will be ruined 
*Mn the next; and," added the. zealous 
lovers of the anarchy of the ancient govern- 
ment of Poland, with ftill more wild bom- 
baft, ** the grand Seignor, at the head of his 
^^ brave janiflaiies, will foon penetrate into 
^f Ruffia, will burn Mofcow and Peterfburg, 
^f will dethrone the emprefs, and will then di- 
^f vide between himfelf and the Poles the re- 
*^ mains of that vaft empire/* 

That we may judge how far their ill wifties 
falfely over-rated the bad fuccefs of the Ruf- 
fians, it will be neceflary to relate what paffed 
between the armies, during this campaign ; and 
even to gi> fomewhat back. After the breaking 
up of the congrefs of Buchareft, the emprefs of 
Kuffia, accuftomed to have inconceivable ex- 
ploits performed by her troops, imagined that 
by the aid of a new vidlory llie might render 

the 
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the fultan lefs ftubborn in his purpofe, and in- 
duce him to confent to thofe conditions of peace, 
from which fhe was not willing to recede. She 
therefore fent the marihal orders to pafs the 
Danube with his army, and to attack, whenever 
he fhould find, the foe. Romanzow felt fome 
repugnance to hazard his fame in an enterprife 
fo perilous. He remonftrated concerning the 
difficulties; faid the Danube was a mile wide, 
in thefe parts; fpoke of the inipoffibility of con- 
ftnifting bridges '; the danger of difembarking 
on the oppolite (hore, under the fire of the 
enemy ; and added that no firm footing could be 
obtained in Romelia; and that there was reafon 
to fear the army would be expofed to circum- 
ftances fimilar to thofe which threatened Peter I. 
on the banks of the Pruth. 

Thefe remonftrances were made in vain ; 
reafons of war ceded to the impatience of the 
emprefs, and Romanzow was obliged to pals 
the Danube (June 13th) with his army, thirty- 
five thoufand Ifeong. He repulfed and defeated 
a corps of obfervation, which the Turks had 
fent on the banks of the river. He afterward 
marched for Siliftria, which it was his intention 
to take. This town is fituated in a defile : it 
has no works for its defence, but the liills that 
furround it on both 'fides w.^re well fortified. 
Thirty thoufand Turks were here ericamped, 

and 
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and the army qf the grand vizir, polled on 
mount Hemus, Was ready to fend fuccour, 
Marfhal Romanzqw, approaching Siliftria, was 
determined to take the town by aflault. He 
divided his army into diiferent corps, fome of 
which were to fupport the batteries that fired on 
the camp of the enemy, others to attack the 
town, by that opening between the hills which 
was the wideft. The remainder was to form a 
referve, which ^as meant either to fupport the 
aflaults to be made, or to proteft the retreat; 
of the troops* 

The Turks attacked this referve and the corps 
which covered the batteries, with their fpahis,. 
at the fame time that they came on the rear of 
the detachments ; which, it is true, had entered 
Siliftria, but which were afterward obliged to 
retire with very confiderable lofs. Informed of 
what had paiTcd, the grand vizir quickly fent 
a lieavy body of troops on the back of the Ruf^- 
Can army, to garnilh a defile through which 
it muft retreat, in order to regain the banks of 
the Danube. Hadthc grand vizir known how 
to profit by the opportunity, he would without 
lofs of time have aflfaulted the rear-guard, and 
the army of Romanzow, then retiring ; accord- 
ing to every probabiUty, he would then have 
dcftroyed this Ruffian army, that h^d paffed the 

Danube. 
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Danube. But fate had decreed that fo the affair 
0iould not terminate. The grand vizir remain- 
ed quiet in his camp, and marfhal Romanzow, 
having been informed that a corps of Turks 
was pofted in his rear, fent general Weiflman, 
at the head of a detachment, to diilodge the 
enemy from their ambufcade. The brave ge- 
neral, after incredible efforts of valour, was fuc- 
cefsful ; but his fuccefs coft him his life. 

This important advantage empowered the 
Ruffian army to regain the Danube. Here 
there were not boats fufficient to tranfport the 
troops, all at one time ; three days were necef- 
fary to effedt the paflage, during which it never 
entered the thoughts of the Turks to attack the 
divifions of the army, that were waiting the re- 
turn of the boats, or to throw the leaft impedi- 
ment in the way of their embarkation. 

The emprcfs of Ruffia was exceedingly dif- 
fatisfied with the expedition. Troops were 
obliged to be drawn from Ingria, Eftonia, and 
Poland, in order to reinforce the army of Wal- 
lachia. Government however was not difcou- 
raged; new projects were formed at Peterlburg, 
which it was determined (hould be put in exe- 
cution, the fame year, toward the end of autumm 
It muft be obferved that it is cuftomary among 
the Turks for the Afiatic troops to return home, 

at 
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at the approach of winter. The Ruffians, being 
informed of this, were defirous of profiting by. 
the weakened ftate of the army of the grand 
vizir, after the departure of fo vaft a multitude 
of combatants. Romanzow, by order of the 
cmprefs, fent different detachments of his troops 
beyond the Danube; and the marftial, with the 
main army, confiding of about twenty thoufand 
men, remained behind the rivers, to cover the 
Conquered provinces of Wallachia and Mol- 
daviaU 

General Ung^rn, prince Dolgorouki, and ge- 
neral Soltikow, were detached each at the head 
of three thoufand men. Ungern and Dolgo- 
rouki fell upon a corps of Turks, which they^ 
put to flight. The ferafquier who commanded 
them, and fome cannon, were taken. Their 
orders were to march from thence to Warna; to 
feize on this important poft, and on the port by 
which the army of the vizir obtained fubfiftence 
from the BlaCk Sea. As mi sfortulne. would have 
it, the two generals quarrelled. Ungern fingly 
advanced to Warna. He found the town well 
fortified,, furrounded by a deep moat, full of 
water, defended by a ftrong garrifon, and the 
port full of Turkifli frigates, the artillery of 
which, fcouring the whole fliore, greatly in- 
commoded the Ruffian troops,. . 

Ungern 
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tJngcrn perceived it would be impoflibie for 
him to force the town ; and, having abandoned 
his projed, was exceedingly haraffed by the 
Turks on his retreat. He loft his artillery, not 
to mention a very confiderable number of his 
men. Still however he regained the Danube ; 
while the Turks, on their part, feized on the 
magazine which the Ruffians liad coUeded for 
the expedition; by which the latter were all 
obliged to repafs the Danube, and again to join 
their army, their numbers greatly reduced, and 
in a very diftreffed and famiflied ftate. 

It now feemed that Fortune, in one of her ca- 
prices, weary of having fo long • favoured the 
Ruffians, meant to pafs over to the oppofite 
party. Two fucceffive expeditions into Ro- 
melia already had failed; and, as if this were 
not (ufficient, the Coflacks of the Don, and thofe 
who inhabit the banks of the Jayck, in the 
vicinage of Orenburg, revolted. Their princi- 
pal complaint was that the court had violated 
their privileges; by forming rhem into regi- 
ments, like regular troops; by having drafted 
twenty thoufand of their countrymen to fend 
them againft the Turks; and by having ex- 
haufted their province, in obliging it to fend 
more men and horfes than it was able to furnifli, 
A vagrant Coffack headed the infurgents, and 

perfuaded 
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perfuaded them that he brought with him thd 
emperor Peter III. who wiftied to dethrone his 
wife, the emprefs, that he might place' his fen^ 
the grand duke, upon the throne. Some of the 
neighbouring provinces joined the rebels. Their 
numbers, which daily increafed, obliged the 
emprefs to recal as many of her troops as fhc 
could from Eftonia, Ingria, and Poland, to op- 
pofe thefe Coflacks. General Bibikow was 
fent to head the corps that had thus been 
haftily affembled ; but, in dcfpite of all his dili- 
gence, he was unable to arrive in the kingdom 
of Cafan fooner than the month of March, in 
the year 1774. 

So great a reverfe of profperity, which afto- 
niftied a court that had been fo little accuftomed 
to misfortunes, infpired the emprefs with more 
pacific fcntiments. She feared, and with good 
reafon, the great number of recruits that were 
exadted from, the provinces, which exaftion had 
already occafioned murmurs, would induce the 
Ruffians to proceed from difcontent to open re- 
volt. Add to this confideration that the fuccefs 
which it may be faid had dazzled the eyes of 
Europe, at the commencement of the war, had 
loft much of its fplendor, during the courfe of 
the laft campaign. As the court had a very 
fincere defire to re-eftabli{h peace, count 

Panin 
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Partin fcqutfted count Solms to fend advice to 
the fieur von Zegelin, ambaflador from the king 
to the Porte, that he was intreated, in his own 
name, to lay the following propofitions before 
the cadilcflcer, who tranfaded the official bufi- 
nefs of the grand vizir, during his abfence. 

I . That the Porte fliould defift from the pof- 
feffion of Kerfch and Jenikala. 

z. .That the Crimea (hould be governed by ' 
its own Kham, without any interference of either 
Turks or Ruffians. 

3. That the free navigation of the Euxine 
(hould be confined to merchant fliips, not any 
of which fliould carry more than four or 
five guns ; and that all Ruffian fliips of war 
fliould be forbidden to enter any of the ports 
which were under the dominion of the grand 
Seignor, 

4. That Oczakow, infl:ead of Kinburn, 
fliould appertain to the Ruffians, that they 
might at leaft: poflcfs one fortified town, with a 
port on the Euxine; and that, in confideration 
of this grant, the Ruffians fliould reftore Bender 
to the Turks, and with that all their other con- 
quefts* 

That the delicacy of the emprefs Catharine 
might not be wounded, who had a repugnance 
to make the firft propofals for peace to her ene- 
mies. 
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mies, the king willingjy undertook to prefent 
them in his own name, at Conftantinople, and 
the more fo becaufe it was his perfonal in- 
tereft to put an end to the war, which by its 
continuation might be produdtivc of difagreea- 
ble and vexatious events. 

The new enc^eavour at pacification was not 
more fuccefsful than the preceding efforts had 
been. Both powers were too elevated, too 
haughty, to bring them to terms of accommo- 
dation. But, while thefe things pafled, the 
grand Seignor, Muftapha, who had reigned 
during the courfe of this war, expired at Con- 
ftantinople. His brother Achmet fucceeded to 
the fceptre; a prince who was unacquainted 
with every thing, except the feraglio, which had 
been his prifon, and in which he had been 
educated. Ignorant, and equally confined and 
feeble in underftanding, he committed the cares 
of government to his fifter, and his grand vizir; 
nor was there any apparent change produced 
by his reign. 

In defpite of the pride which both the courts 
afFefted, they both felt how requifite it was to 
re-eftabli(h peace ; and, being alike difgufted 
that fo many congrefles had been aflem- 
bled to no purpofe, they attempted another 
mode of reconciliation. They renewed a direft 

negotia- 
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feegotiation between the grand vizir and mar-^ 
flial Romanzow. This however was retarded 
by the recurring difputes concerning the inde- 
pendence of the Crimea, and the ceflion of the 
places which Ruflia demanded; and thus the 
affair languiflied till the month of June, when 
the campaign opened. 

To avoid a general engagement, the grand 
vizir had chofen his camp on the mountains of 
Bulgaria, and only fent heavy detachments 
againft marfhal Romanzow. The latter, defir- 
ing to recover that fame which had been in- 
jured by the unfortunate operations of his lafi: 
campaign, after having paffed the Danube with 
his army, found means to turn that of the grand 
vizir by detachments, which beat all the troops 
by whom they were encountered. Romanzow 
then fortified thefe detachments, one of which 
had the good fortune to defeat and carry off a 
confiderable convoy, that had been deftiaed 
for the grand army of the Turks. Dearth foon 
began to make its appearance in the camp of 
the vizir: general Kamemfki cut off his com- 
munication with Adrianople. Had the Turk 
poffeffed audacity, he would have opened 
himfelf a paflage, fword in hand; efpecially 
fince the greateft part of his troops, wanting, 
fubfiftence, deferred; after having pillaged 

VOL. IV* H dieir 
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their own camp. His reverie of fortune thrc^ 
the wretched grand vizir into defpair, and he 
imagined himfelf obliged to fign all the propo- 
fitions for peace which marftial Romanzovy 
thought proper to diftate. 

The peace produced the independence of the 
Crimea, and gained the Ruffians the ceffion of 
the towns *of Afow, Kinburn, and Jenikala. 
The Turks further granted them the free navi- 
gation of the Hellefpont, the Propontis, and 
the Archipelago, with the fum <jf four million 
aild a half of rubles, as an indemnification for 
the expences of the war. Thefe 'preliminaries, 
which were fo glorious to the emprefs Catharine, 
were figned, on the loth of July 1774, in the 
camp of marftal Romanzow. The grand vizir, 
without lofs of time, led ' back the few troops 
that remained with him to Adrianople, where 
he died with grief. 

The profperity which the empire of Ruffia en- 
joyed, in confequence of the advantages it had 
acquired over the Turks, was counterbalanced 
by the apprehenfions which the revolt of the 
Coffacks had occafioned. Pugatfchef, who was 
at the head of the rebels, had the addrefs to 
draw over the tribes diat inhabit from the banks 
of the Jayck to thofe that are found in the 
vicinity of Mofcow to his party; even the no* 

bility 
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bility began to be feduced^and nothing was want- 
ing to this chief of a faftion, except the aid of 
good fortune, to complete the revolution which 
he intended to efFed in the empire. But the 
peace which had fo lately been concluded with 
the Turks rendered all his plans abortive. The 
troops that the emprefs marched from Romelia 
were employed againft the rebel. They (ur- 
rounded him on all fides, difperfed his party, 
and cut off retreat. He was at length betrayed 
by one of his adherents, who delivered him up 
to the Ruffians, by whom he was condemned to 
the death he had merited. 

During all this interval the diet of Poland 
and the delegation were labouring at what they 
called a reform* of the government. Whatever 
concerned the permanent council was regulated ; 
funds were fet apart for the maintenance of the 
king, which was fixed at the fum of one million 
two hundred thoufand crowns. Other funds 
were deftined for the fupport of the army. The 
article which regarded the diffidents was fup- 
pofed to be the moft delicate, becaufe of the 
fermentation whith it might occafion in the 
minds rf men, and was therefore referved for 
the clofe of the diet. 

A new rumour, at this tinae, was fpread 

H a through- 
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throughout Poland. The nation loudly com* 
plained becaufe the Auftrians and Pruflians, as 
they affirmed, no longer fet any bounds to the 
cxienfion of their limits. Thefe complaints 
were not entirely void of foundation; for the 
Auftrians, by the abufe of an incorred map of 
Poland, as all the maps were, having confound* 
ed the names of two rivers, the Sbruze and the 
Podhorze, had, under this pretence, extended 
their limits far beyond what had been affigned 
them by the treaty of partition. It had been 
ftipulated that the difmemberment fhould be 
made with perfed equality, and that the por- 
tions which fhould fall to the lot of the threef 
powers (hould not be more extenfive in the one 
than in the other inftance. Therefore, as the 
Auftrians had infringed the condition, the king 
thought himfelf authorized to do the fame. He 
confequently extended his limits, and included 
the old and new Netze, irf that part of Pome- 
rellia which he already poffeffed. 

The court of Peterft>urg interfered in the 
aifair, and the king engaged to contract the 
limits of his frontiers, on condition that the 
court of Vienna would fet the example. The 
Poles, informed of the altercations which paffed 
between the three courts, thought this was the 

moment. 
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moment, by the aid of their cabals, to fow dif- 
cord, bitterncfs, and envy, between the powers. 

With, this intent count Branicky, grand gene- 
ral of Poland, was fent io Peterlburg, under 
the pretence of pleading the caufc of the re- 
public, but rather to incite the anger of the 
emprtfs againft Pruffia and Auftria. Before he 
was made grand general, he had accompanied 
Poniatowiky to Peteriburg, previous to his be- 
ing elefted king. Although this envoy did not 
accompli(h the great purpofc of the republic, 
which was to annul all that had been done, he 
irritated Ruffiail vanity, by reprefenting to 
the emprefs that her honour was pledged not 
to fufFer the Pruffians and Auftrians to dif- 
play their defpotifm in Poland. Dehortatory 
letters were immediately expedited to the king, 
as well as to the emprefs <^ueen, to induce them 
not to abqfe that complaifance which the emprefs 
had hithertQ paid to their interefts. 

The king replied to the exhortation with 
politenefs, intreating the etnprefs Catharine to 
recoUpA the fundamental article of the treaty 
of partition, and on which the equality of the. 
portions refted. He further added that, pro- 
vided the Auftrians would prefcrlbe juft bounds 
to their acquifitions, he would williitgly defift 
from any extent of his limits which (hould b^ 

H 3 foun4 
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found difputable ; there being no intereft whiciv 
he would not facrifice to the advantage of prc- 
ferving the friendfhip of the eniprcft. The. 
anfwer of die emprefe queen was of a verj^ diif*» 
fcrent complexion; the ftyle partook of the, 
temper of him by whom it was didated ; coldi 
and haughty, it announced the firm refolutiont 
of the Auftrians to prefervc all of wlwch they 
were in poffeffion. 

The details into which we have here entered 
ought not fo far to engage our attention as to 
prevent us from taking a retrofpcift of the reft of 
Europe, all the powers of which are connefteci 
with the general chain diat links their political 
interefts; nor ought any of the events which 
may more or lefs influence whatever happens to 
be omitted. 

At the beginning of the year (May) Louis XV, 
expired : he died of the fmall-pox. The bifhops 
who were prefcnt during his laft moments afted 
with moft difgufting hypocrify. They obliged 
him publicly to demand pardon of the nation 
for his errors. The fovereign was good, but 
wanted fortitude; his only defeft was that of 
being a king. The French nation, infatiable 
in its thirft after novelty, and weary of fo long 
a reign, attacked his memory wkh pitilefs rage. 
At length the (ucceffor who had been waitedi 
3 for 
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fyr widi fo much impafience aflumed the feat of 
his grandfather, Louis XVi. Ijecaufe he was 
but lately become a kingi was immediately ap- 
plauded; his reign was the golden age; na 
mortal was to be diflatisfied under his govern^ 
peht^ and with him returned the days of Saturn 
and Rhea. Such was the language of enthu- 
fiafm. Truth confines itfelf to fay that the 
youpg monarch chofe the count de Maurepas 
for his Mentor, who had formeriy been minifter, 
^nd difgrapcd, under L^uis XV* 

The advanced age of thi3 priqie minifter did 
not permit the flattering hopes that France durn 
|ng his adminiftration (hoqld recover the refpeft 
ihe had loft; his politics extended no further 
IJian to maintain aftairs in the ftate in which 
^ he found them. How indeed might he engage 
in grand enterprifes, the end of which a man 
pf eighty could not hope to fee? It was no 
doubt his duty to labour to re-eftablifli the 
^nances. But what were his means ? Muft he 
ieflen the expenditure ? He would draw dowa 
pn his own head the hatred of all the grandees 
pf the kingdpn^. Was he to find new funds ? 
Every refource was exhaufted. There was no, 
Other prudent expedient than that of a parti^I^ 
to prevent a total, bankruptcy, which he 
dreaded ftiould happen during his life, and 

H 4 which 
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which would remain a blot upon his adminiftra-t- 
tion. The only aft which fignalized his return 
to the miniftry was his rc-eftablifliment of the 
former parliament, .and his contributing to the 
banifhment of M. de Meaupoux ; for which he 
was praifed by the lawyers, and blamed by the 
politicians. 

France, at this time, feared that the difputes 
which had arifen between Spain and Portugal, 
relative to the fort of St. Sacrament in America, 
would occafion a rupture between thofe powers. 
England feared it no lefs, for (he herfelf had 
fent troops into America, to Bofton and other 
colonies, to appeafe the difcontents which had 
there taken birth, at the ads of government in 
the mother-country. Should war be kindled 
between Portugal and Spain, the king of Eng- 
land was obliged to fuccour Portugal. This 
would inconteftably embroil him with the Spa- 
niards, who, to avenge themfelves, would affift 
the Englifli colonies, and confequently would 
endanger the lofs of the important pofleflions of 
America. 

To free themfelve? from this embarraffmcnt, 
the Englifli miniftry bribed the emperor of Mo- 
rocco, and indilfeed him immediately to declare 
war againft Spain. By thus giving the court 
pf Madrid an occupation fo ferious, the Englifli 

hoped 
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hoped hoftilities between Spain and Portugal 
would be deferred, and time^ would be gained jo 
reduce their own colonies to fubjeftion. Events 
fo various and imports^nt occafioned the Eng- 
lilh at that time to lofe fight of Europe, 

Thefe conjunctures favoured the intercfts of the 
king. While the Englifti and the other powers 
• were themfelves in an embarraffing fituation, 
and thinking only on their own affairs, they 
paid lefs attention to what was pafling in the 
reft of Europe ; confequently his majefty had 
lefs to apprehend from the importunate jealoufy 
of the Englifli, who woul4 certainly otherwifc 
have interfered in what related to the treaty of 
partition. Attempts therefore were made, with 
the affiftance of the court of Ruflia, to terminate 
the differeiices that exiftcd with the cidzens of 
Dantzic. The Pruffian and Ruifia^ envoys 
negotiated with the magiftrates and fyndics of 
the city, but to no effeft ; the. latter perfifted fo 
obftinately in a kind of copimer-cial defpodfin, 
which they had arrogated to themfelves over 
other towns fituated on the banks of the Vifbila, 
that they thought their dignity muft be injured 
by ceding the leaft trifle. The Ruflian envoy, 
perceived that gentle means wotild have no ef- 
feft in the negotiation ; he therefore declared 
that, fince they paid no refpeft to the remon- 

ftrancos 
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flranccs of the cmprefs, he (hould leave them 
to their fate, after which he returnied immedi? 
ately to Pe^erfburg, to render an accovmt of hif 
mUfion. The Pruffian envoy in like manner 
departed for Berlin. 

Had the declaration of the Ruffians been 
more firm, the citizens of Dantzic would, no 
doubt, have been lefs refraftory ; but Catharine 
was better pleafed to leave than to extraft this 
thorn from the foot of her ally, becaufe the 
differences of Pruffia with Dantzic would for* 
nifh a ready fubjedt of difpute, by which Ruffi^i 
might profit at any time,. when the good har- 
mony that exiftcd between the two power? 
(hould be interrupted. 

The concord of the two emprefles was mucl^ 
more difturbed than that between Pruffia an4 
Ruffia. The obftacles which the court of Ruf- 
fia threw in the way of the Auftriai^ encroach-, 
ments began to ofiend the haughtinef$ of the 
emprcfs queen ; and, at the time that anger was 

r 

thus gaining (trength, a copy of a treaty wa^ 
received that had been figned between the court 
of Viemia and the Divan of Con£tantinople. It 
was dated in the year 1771. Though it ha?, 
been printed, we ftill think it neceffary here tQ 
give an abftrad of the treaty. 

The 
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The cniprefs queen undertakes (thcfe are the 
words) to oblige RuflSa, either by negotiation 
at by arms, to reftore all the conquefts fhe has 
made on the Turks; and for this the grand 
Seigi^pr (hall p^y her a fubfidy of ten millions of 
piaftcrs, xo indemnify her for the expences of 
war. He (hall further cede to her ^ part of 
"^allachia, and fome diftrids in the territory of 
Moldavia. 

Although the treaty was never ratified, prince 
Kaunitz was fufficicntly artful to caufe a con* 
fiderable fum to be paid to his court, in ad- 
vance; and, notwithftanding he had figncd a 
partition treaty between the three crowns, he 
did hot the lefs perfift in his plaii. He at- 
^nded to the intereft of his court alone, and 
was little delicate in the choice of the means he 
employed. Thus it was foon perceived that 
^e Imperial minifter, the fieur von Thugut, 
who affifted at the different congrefTes that were 
Jield between the belligerent powers, traverfed 
as Inuch ~as he was able the intereft of Ruffia ; 
yet not fo adroidy but that the courts of Peterf- 
burg and Berlin difcovered his manoeuvres. 
This condud of the court of Vienna occafioned 
it to lofe the little remaining confidence that 
been placed in its good £uth ; nor did the 

eraprefs. 
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emprefs Catharine and the king of PrufEa 
remain infenfiblc to : fuch afts, > • 

It was perceived at Peterlburg that the Ruf- 
fians had gained fo juany batdes|; and had made 
fo many conquefts, only for th^ advantage of 
the court of Vienna, which h^dbut obhged the 
Ruffians to reftore Moldavia and Wallachia, to 
the Turks, th^t (he might fe;z^;tbem, in part> 
herfelf. It was felt that thefe ufurpations, 
which extended almoft to Choczim, would ren- 
der the Imperial court, whenever a war again 
(hould happen between the Rpffians and Turks, 
the arbitratrix of fortune: becaufe^her new 
pofleffions afforded' her the means of cutting off 
the Ruffians from Poland, by : the Dni^er, 
whence they drew their magazines. , 
, The king had likewife fubjeA of complaint 
againft the court of Vienna; bpcaufe this.cpurt 
had occafioned him to induce the Ruffians to 
defift from their conquefts. Such procedure 
difcovered thq avidity which the Auftrians had 
for aggrandifement, as well as their Knmeafur- 
able ambition ; and ferved but to <:aution other 
powers to be on their guard, againft what might 
be attempted in fixture. It was known that the 
young emperor defired the conqueft of the Vei)e-r * 
tian part of the province of Friuli ; . that he had 
formed projeds <m Bavaria ; and that he me- 

4 

ditated 



MEMOIRS AFTER THE PEACE, lOf 

dkaicd the Capture of Bofnia ; without enume- 
rating Silcfia, Alfatia, and Lorraine ; the lofs of 
which he had not forgotton. Such being the 
propenfities of the fovereign, his increafe of 
powermnft, by principle, be oppofed. 

The Ruffians were defirous that* the king 
(hbuld take charge of all ; and that, like a va- 
liant champion, he. fliould dare Auftria to the 
field. But the Turks, who had been wronged^ 
kept a mournful filence ; and how may affiftance 
be offered to him who does not complain ? The 
Riiffians were exhaufted by the war which they 
had fo lately waged, and neither had the power, 
nor the will, to join his majefty. France had 
hitherto given no explanation of her intentions^ 
and England was engaged in a civil war with 
her own colonies, undertaken in the fpirit of 
defpotifm, which ill-conduSed war, it might be 
cxpefted, wobld not be brought to a conclulion 
in a few campaigns. Thefe united conlidera* 
tions occafioned the court of Berlin to remain 
inactive, and the king wrote to Peterfburg it 
was improper that he (hould announce himfelf 
the Don Quixote of the Turks, 

1 7 75* While the animofity between the three 

courts was at its greateft height, the delegation 

was to fend deputies ; who, in concert with the 

deputies of the three powers, were to regulate 

I . the 
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the limits of their pofleffions. Thofc that appef • 
tained to the Auftrians and Pruflians could not 
agree in any thing*, not even on the places 
which were to fix the limits of their frontiers* 
Prince Kaunitz demanded the mediation o( 
Ruilia and Pruffia, but there was too much 
anger and bitternefs in thefe courts for his 
requeft to be granted; and, though the cm- 
prefs queen and the king continued to hold their 
extended limits, they could not obtain the legal 
ceifion of them from the republic. 

From all that we have related it refults that 
the iituadon of Europe was not permanent, and 
that peace was not eftablifiied on any certain 
foundation. Fire was every where concealed 
under the embers^ In the fouth of Europe, it 
might be forefecn that the civil war, between 
[ the Englifti and their colonies, would become 
general, (hould the leaft part be taken in it 
by France and Spain, The fame might be af* 
firmed of the partition treaty, which might oc- 
cafion new troubles, (hould it not be confirmed 
by the fanftion of the republic of Poland. With 
refp^dt to the peace between, the Ruffians and 
the Turks, the conditions had been thought fo 
ofFenfive at Conftanrinople that it feemed the 

« By what follows, the lung mull mean their « deputies 
could not agree with the deputiet of the delegates. T. 

intereft 
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interefl of the public good muft forcibly break 
the agreement to which neceffity had yielded. 
The feeds of difcontent had in like manner 
been fown in the north, by the revolution of 
Sweden. And, ftill more efpecially, what might- 
not be expected from the ambition of a young 
emperor, feconded by the artifices of an able 
and adroit minifter ? ' : 

AH thefe confiderations obliged prudent fo* 
vereigns to remain on their guard, to continue 
well armed, and not to leave^ watching over 
thofc affairs which might be embroiled at the 
moment when quarrels (hould be leaft fufpefted. 
If we take a general view of hiftory, it ihould 
feem that viciffitude and revolution are a part ctf 
the fixed laws of nature ; every, thing on earth 
is fubjeft to change; yet do madmen rivet 
their eyes on objefts of ambition, which they 
idolize ; nor do they undeceive themfelves re- 
fpefting the illufions of which this magic lan- 
thom is inceflantly reproduftive. But each 
age has its paffion : lov6 in youth, ambition In 
manhood, and the ichemes of political calcula* 
tion for the old* 
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C H A P. II. 

Of the Finances. 

PRINCES fliould refcmble the fpear of 
Achilles, which gave the wound and afforded 
the cure. They bring evil upon nations ; and 
the evil they caufe it is their duty to redrefs^ 
A war of feyen years, againft moft of the powers 
of Europe, had nearly exhaufted the treafures 
.of the ftate. Pruffia, the provinces on the 
Rhine, and thofe of Weflphalia, as well as Eaft 
Friefland, not having been defended, had fallen 
into the enemy's power. Their lofs occafioned 
a deficiency of three millions four hundred thou- 
fand crowns in the revenue ; while Pomerania, 
the eleftorate of Brandenbourg, and the confines 
of Silefia, had been occupied, during a part of 
the war, by the Ruffians, the Auftrians, and the 
Swedes; fo that they were unable to pay in 
their contributions. This emtbarraffing fituation 
obliged the king, during the w^r, to have re- 
courfe to the moft exadt oeconomy, and to all 
that the moft determined valour could fuggeft, 
that he might bring it to a happy conclufion, 
Thofe refources of which there was an urgent 

necef- 
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heccffity were found in the contributions levied 
on Saxony, in the fubfidies of England, and in 
the adulteration of the coin ; the laft was a rc« 
medy as violent as prejudicial, but the only one 
by which, under fuch circumftances, the ftate 
couid be fupported. Thefe means, well ma- 
naged, annimlly fupplied the royal trcafury with 
the advances neceffary for the expences of the 
campaign, and the pay of the army. 

171^3 • Such was the ftate of the finances 
ivh^n the peace of Hubertfburg was concluded. 
The fupplies were in the treafury ; the maga- 
zines formed for the campaign were ftored; 
Jind the horfes for the army, the train of artil- 
lery, and the provifions, were all complete, 
and in good condition. Thefe refources, that 
were deftined for the continuation of war, be- 
came ftill more ufcful for the recovery of the 
provitices. 

In order to obtain a clear idea of the general 
fubverfion of the country, and to reprefent to 
ourfelves the defolation and difcouragement of 
the people, it is neceffary we (hould imagine 

countries entirely ravaged, where tlie traces of 
former habitations were fcarcely difcoverable ; 
towns almoft crafed from the earth ; others half 
confimied by the flames ; thirteen thoufand 
houfes no veftige of which remained; fields 
VOL. IV, 1 lying 
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lying fallow; the inhabitants dcftitute of the 
corn requifite for their fupport ; the farmers in 
want of fixty thoufand horfes for the plough ; 
and a diminution of five hundred thoufand in- 
habitants, fincc the y6ar 1756 ; a very confidcr- 
able number in a population of only four mil- 
lions five hundred thoufand. The noble and 
the peafant had been pillaged^ ranfomed^ and 
foraged, by fo many different armies that no-* 
thing was left them, except Hfe, and the mifer- 
^ble rags by which their nakednefs was con- 
cealed. They had not fufficient credit even to 
fatisfy the daily wants of nature. There was 
no longer any police in the towns. To a {pirit 
of equity and regularity bafe intereft, diforder, 
and anarchy had fucceeded. The colleges of 
juftice and of finance had been rendered in- 
aftive, by the frequent invafions of fuch nume- 
rous enemies. The flumber of the laws pro- 
duced a lif entioufnefs of fpirit in the public, 
and hence avidity, and the defire of rapacious 
gain, took birth. The noble, the merchant, 
the farmer, the labourer, the manufafturer, all 
drove who (hould fet the bigheft price on their 
conmiodities, their provifions, and their induf- 
try ; and only feemed aftive to effed their mu- 
tual ruin. 

Such was the fatal fpedacle which fo many 

provinces 
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provinces that had lately been fo floimfliing 
prefented, at the conclufion of the war. There 
is no defcription, however pathetic, that can 
poffibly approach the deep, the affefting, the 
mournful impreffion which the fight of them 
produced. 

In a fituation thus deplorable, courage muft 
be oppofed to adverfity. This was not a time 
to defpair, but to refolve to foften the evil, and 
endeavour to re-eftabUfti the ftate. A new 
creation muft be undertaken. The treafury 
furnilhcd fupplies for the rebuilding of the 
towns and villages ; the corn that was neceffary 
for the fubfiftence of the people, and to fow 
the lands, was fupplied by the ftores found in 
the magazines. The horfes that had been 
deftined for the ufe of the artillery, the baggage 
waggons, and provifions, were employed in 
agriculture. Silefia was relieved from contri- 
butions* for fix months, Pomerania and the 
New Marche for two years. Relief was given 
to the provinces by a grant of the fum of two 
millions three hundred and thirty-nine thoufand 
crowns, with which they acquitted the debts 
they had contracted, to pay their contributions, 

, • Contributions may here mean taxes in general^ or more 
probably only a part of the fyftem of taxation. T. 

I 2 and 
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and to gratify thofe impofitions which the va- 
grant enemy had exa6ted. 

However great this expence was, ftill it was 
neceffary, or rather it was indifpenfable. The 
ftate of thefe provinces, after the peace of 
Hubertfburg, recalled to mind the condition 
of Brandenbourg, after the famous war of thirty 
years. The eledorate> at that time, remained 
in want of fuccour ; becaufe of the inability of 
the great eleftor to affift his people. And what 
was the confequence ? An entire age paffed away 
before his fucceffors had again rebuilt the towns 
and cultivated the defolated countries. 

An example fo ftriking made the king de- 
termine not to lofe a moment, under circum* 
ftances thus afflidting; but, by prompt and 
ample aid, to repair the public calamity. Multi- 
plied largeffes reftored courage to the poor in- 
habitants, who had begun to defpair amidft their 
fufFerings. The means that were thus fupplied in- 
fpired new hope; the citizens acquired renovated 
life; induftry, encouraged, reproduced adtivity; 
the people were again infpired with patriotifm ; 
and from that time the lands were cultivated 
anew, manufactures recovered animation, and 
the re-eftabli(hed police fucceffively correfted 
thofe vices which had taken root during a ftatc 
gf anarchy. 

During 
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IXiring the war, the moft aged counfellors, 
"and all the minifters of the grand diredtory, had 
died, in fucceffion; and, in times of fuch 
trouble, it was impoflible properly to fill up 
the vacancies. It was difficult to find perfons 
capable of thefe different offices. The pro- 
vinces were fearched, in which men of talents 
were as uncommon as iu the capital. At length, 
M, von Blumenthal, M, von Maffow, M. von 
Hagen, and general Wedel, were chofen, to fill 
thefe important pofts. Some time after M, von 
Horft was appointed to the fifth department** 

The beginnings of adminiftration were rigor- 
ous and oppreflive ; there were deficiencies in 
all the receipts : it was neverthelefs neceffary 
cxaftly to acquit the burthens of the date. Al- 
though, after its reduftion, the army had been 
fixed, in time of peace, at a hundred and fifty 
thoufand men, it was difficult to find the fup- 
plies neceffary for the pay of the troops. During 
the war, all perfons who did not appertain to 
the military had been paid in notes ; and this 
was likewife a debt which muft be difchargcd, 

* Meaning of the grand dire^ry, in which from the text 
it appears there were five vacancies, though the number of the 
departments or direding miniftera were fix, to whom at that 
time was committed all the adminiftration of home ^^ffiuif, 
except for the province of Sileila. T« 

I 3 and 



Il8 POSTHUMOUS WORKS. 

and which, befide other neceflkry payments, was 
produdive of much inconvenience. The king, 
however, the firft year after the peace, found 
means to fatisfy all the creditors of the Hate ; and 
every incumbrance which had been incurred by 
the war was liquidated. 

It might liave been fuppof^fd that the dcvaf- 
tations which war had occafioned were yet in- 
fuificient to ruin and overwhelm the kingdom. 
Scarcely was it terminated before frequent fires 
produced almoft as much mifchief as even th€ 
conflagrations of the enemy. Between the year 
1765 and the year 1769, the city of Konigf- 
berg was twice reduced to alhes; a like def- 
tiny in Silefia deftroyed the tovv^ns of Freyftaed- 
tel, Ober-Glogau, Parchwitz, Haynau, Naum- 
burg am Quels, and Goldberg ; Nauen in the 
. Eleftorate; Calies, and a part of Landfberg in 
the NewMarche; and Belgard and Tempelburg 
in Ppmerania. 

To repair thefe misfortunes, additional ex- 
pences were continually incurred; and, in order 
to fupply fo many extraordinary wants, it was 
neceflary to imagine new refources : for, befide 
money exadcd for the renovation of the pro- 
vince's, very confiderable fums were expended 
on the new fortifications, and the founding of 
other trains of ^rtillery ; but of thefe we (hall 

. fpeak 
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fpcak in their place. Induftry exerted all her 
efforts. The revenues of the tolls and the ex- 
cife were not exaftly adminiftered, becaufe there 
wanted fuperintendents to watch over the col- 
leftors. That this important branch of the re- 
venues of the crown might be eftabliftied on a 
more permanent bafis, thofe who had been at 
the head of this department having died during 
the war, the king found himfelf obliged to have 
recourfe to foreigners, and took fome French- 
men into his fervice, who had long been in the 
routine of this kind of bufinefs. Thefe duties 
were not farmed on leafes, but were fubjedted 
to a diredory, as the preferable mode ; by aid 
of which the coHeftors might be prevented from 
pillaging the people, an abufc which we fee but 
too frequently pradifed in France. The tax 
on com was lowered, and the price of beer un- 
derwent fome little advance, that there might 
be a compenfation. By this new arrangement, 
the produce of the taxes was augmented ; efpe- 
cially that of the tolls, which introduced foreign 
money into the kingdom. 

But the greateft good which refulted from the 
regulation was that of diminifhing contraband 
trade, fo prejudicial to countries that are in pof- 
{effion of manufedures. When a country has 
but few produfts to export, and is obliged to 

I 4 have 
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have recourfe to the induftry of its neighbours, 
the balance of trade muft neceffarily be unfe- 
vourable to fuch a country ; it muft pay more 
money to foreigners than it receives; and, ^' 
the pradice be continued, it will necefiarily^ 
after a certain numbei^ of years, find itfelf defti- 
tute of fpecie^ If money be daily taken out of 
a purfe into which money is npt again returned 
it muft foon be emptied. Sweden may ferve 
us as an example in fuppprt of this remark. 

To Qbviate the inconyeniency there yere. no 
other me^ns th^ thofe of increafmg the manu^ 
faftures. The pecijliar produfts of any country 
arc wholly gain, and the price of workmanfhip^ 
at the leaft, is gatined from foreigner?. Thefi^ 
maxims, as true as they are palpable, f<i;rved as 
principles tp the gpvernnjcnt, and according tq 
tliefe were a^l the operation? pf trade direft- 
fd. Thus, in the year 177.3, ^^^^^ wf^e twp 
himdred and fixty-four new manufadories*. 
jfVmpng others, there was a porcelain manufac- 

* Fairiques. There is a difl5culty in tranflating the termn 
which ihould rather mean mailer tradefmen than manufa£lo- 

« 

ries, as is evident from the nature of things. But trade of 
every kiftd was fo entirely a monopoly in PrufHay and at leaft 
a majority of thefe two hundred and fixty-fouryji3rigtt« were 
individually fuch perfed monopolies) that there is no fingle 
term which will give a precife idea of their nature. T. 
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jory eftablilhed at Berlin, the workmanftiip of 
which, while it afTorded fubfiftencc to five hun- 
dred perfons, foon furpaffed the Saxon porcelain, 
A fnuff manufadory was formed, which was put 
under the direftion of a company. This com- 
pany had warehoufes in all the provinces, which 
fupplied the confumption of thofe provinces, 
and gained by th.e fale the leaf tobacco, which 
muft have been purchafed from Virginia, from 
foreigners. The revenues of the crown were 
increafed, and the proprietors wer€ paid ten 
per cent for their capitals*. 

War had rendered the courfe of exchange 
difadvantageous to the Pruffian commerce, al- 
though the adulterated coin had been immedi- 
ately melted down, after the peace, and reftored 
to its former value. To ereft a bank was the 
only means that could be taken to obviate this 
inconveniency. Perfons who were enflaved by 
prejudices, becaufe they had not fufficiently con- 
sidered the fubjcft, affirmed that no bank could 
be fupported, except under republican govern- 
ments ; for that monied men would never place 
any confideacc in a bank that (hould be efta- 
blifhed in a monarchy. The aflertion was falfe; 

* Nothing can better dcmonfirate how opprei&Ye fuch i-^ 
monopoly muft be. T. 

(.7 • 
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there is a bank at Copenhagen, another at Rome, 
and a third at Vienna. Men were therefore 
fuffered to reafon as they thought proper, but 
the projedt was put in execution. After having 
attentively compared thefc various banks and 
regulations, in order to examine what might be 
beft adapted to the nature of the country, it 
was found that a giro bank, combined with a 
Jombard^ would be the moft convenient. The 
court difburfed eight hundred thoufand crowns 
for its eftabliftiment, which fum was to ferve as 
a fund on which to form its operations. At the 
beginning the bank fuffered fome lofles, either 
through ignorance or from the knavery of thofe 
to whofe diredlion it was committed. But fince 
it has been under the adnainiftration of M. von 
Hagen, cxaftitude and order have been efta- 
bliflied. No bills have been iflued till funds 
were firft realized for their payment. 

Befide the advantage which this eftabliftiment 
procured the country, by facilitating commerce, 
there ftill was another. In preceding times, it 
had been the cuftom for the money of wards of 
chancery to be depofited with the court, and 
thefe wards, inftead of deriving any advantage 
from their capitals, while any fuits at law con- 
tinued, were obliged to pay one per cent per 
annum. Such money was afterward depofited 
4 at 
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at the bank, for which the minor received three 
per cent ; fo that, in cfFeft, including what had 
formerly been paid into court, their real gain 
was four per cent. 

The bankruptcy of Neuville, and other fo- 
reign merchants, occaiioned fome Pruffian tra- 
ders to fail. Credit would have fuffered had it 
not been for the eftablifliment of the bank, by 
which fuch traders were fupported in their 
bufinefs. The courfe of exchange was pre- 
fently at par, and the commercial world be- 
gan then to be convinced, by the effeds that 
followed, that tliis was a ufeful eftabliflinientt 
and neceifary to trade. The bank foon had 
offices in all the great towns of the kingdom, 
and houfes in every commercial city of Europe. 
By thefe means the circulation of money was 
expedited, as were the payments of the pro-* 
vinces, at the fame time that the lombard* pre- 
vented ufurers from ruining the poor manufac- 
turer, who could not fell the produce of his in- 
duflxy with fufficient promptitude. Exclufive 
^ the good which refulted to the public, the 
court prepared for itfelf, by the credit of the 
bank, refources for the grand neceffities of the 
ftate. 

* The Lombards were originally a kind of pawnbrokers 
as bankers ftill in fome degree are. Hence the term. T. 

Princes, 
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Princes, like private peribns, while they may 
amafs with one hand, are under the ncceffity of 
expending with the other. The good hufband- 
man cuts channels for the rivulets that, by their 
aid, he may water his thirfty lands, which other- 
wife, wanting humidity, would remain unpro- 
duftive. On the fame principle government 
augmented its revenues, that they might be em- 
ployed in works of utility to the public. Nor 
did it content itfelf with reftoring that which 
-war had deftroyed : it was defirous of perfect- 
ing whatever was capable of perfeftion. It 
therefore propofed to profit by every kind of 
ibil, by draining the marfhes, improving the 
lands by an augmentation of cattle, and even to 
Bender the barren fands ufeful, by planting them 
with trees. Although we relate circumftances 
that may be thought minute, we ftill flatter our- 
felves they will be deemed fuch as muft intereft 
pofterity. 

The firft work of this nature regarded the 
Netze and the Wartha, the banks of which were 
cleared, after having drained off the ilagnant 
waters by different channels, which, in different 
diredions, carried thefe waters toward the Oder. 
The expence amounted to feven hundred and 
fifty thoufand crowns, and three thoufand five 
hundred families were fettled in thefe countries* 

The 
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The nobility, and the towns in the vicinity of 
the . above-named rivers, found a very con- 
liderable increafe, of riches. The work was 
iiniihed in 1773, and population from that time 
there increafed to fifteen thoufand fouls. 

The marihes which extend to Friedberg were 
afterward drained, and four hundred foreign 
families were there fettled. 

The lakes of the Madua and of Lcba were 
drained in Pomerania, by which labour the 
jiobility gained thirty thoufand acres of meadow 
land. Similar works in like manner took place 
in the environs of Stargard, of Cammin, of 
Treptow, of Rugenwalde, and of Colberg. 

In the Marche, the marflies of the Havel 
were drained; thofe of the Rhine, toward Fehr- 
bellin; and thofe of the Finow, between Rate^- 
now, and Ziefar ; without enumerating the money 
that was employed in the amelioration of the 
lands of the nobility, which amounted to con- 
fiderable fums. 

Moynds were at the fame time thrown up in 
Friefland, in the DoUart, by \diich the land 
that had beep overflowed by the fea, in 1724, 
was gradually recovered. 

In the province of Magdeburg two thoufand 
new families were fettled. Their labour was 
the more ncceflary there inafinuch as, formerly, 

the 
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the peafants of Thuringia were accuftomed to 
come and help to gather in the harvcft. This 
was ;ifterward done without their aid. 

The crown poflefled too many farms. More 
than a hundred and fifty were changed into 
villages; and, for its lofs of revenue, it was 
richly rewarded by the incfeafc of population. 
A ferm feldom contained more than fix people; 
and as foon as they were converted into villages 
they each contained thirty inhabitants, at the 
leaft. 

However induftrious the late king had been 
in his endeavours to repeoplc Pruffia, which, 
in the year 1709, had been defolated by the 
plague, he had not reftored it to the flouriftiing 
ftate in which it was previous to that deftruftivc 
fcourge ; but the king was unwilling that Pruffia 
fliould remain in a comparative ftate of infe- 
riority; after the death of his father, he had 
there fettled thirteen thoufand additional fami- 
lies; and, if hereafter it be not neglefted, its 
population may be increafed by more than a 
hundred thoufand fouls.* 

Silefia no lefs merited attention and efTolts 
for its re-eftabli(hment than did the other pro- 
vinces : nor was it thought fufficicnt to reftorc 
affairs to their former ftate ; an endeavour was 

* The king is reproached, by his own fubjtAs, "mtk having 
Skfted like a ftep-father to this province. T. 

made 
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made to obtain greater perfefition. The priefts 
themfelves were rendered ufeful, by obliging all 
the rich abbots to eftablifti manufi^dtures. In 
fome g£ thefe the workmen were employed in 
fabricating table linen j at others in oil mills. 
Here they were tanners, and there they worked 
in copper, iron, or wire, according as beft fuit- 
ed the place, and the produifts of the country. 
The number of hufbandmen was likcwife aug- 
mented in Lower Silefia, by four thoufand fa- 
niilies. It will perhaps afford furprife that fuch 
an increafe might take place in that clafs, re- 
coUefting that no field of the country remained 
uncultivated. The reafon was many lords, that 
they might increafe their domains, bad imper- 
ceptibly' appropriated to themfelves the lands 
of their fubjeds. Had this abufc been tolerated, 
many fee-farms would, in time, have been va- 
cated ; and the land, wanting labourers for til- 
lage, would have been lefs prbdudive;. till at 
length each village would have had its lord, 
without having any fee-farmers. We know that 
the poffeflion of property attaches men to their 
country. Thofe who have no property can 
have no reafon for remaining in ftates where 
they have nothing to lofe. Thefe reafons hav- 
ing been alleged to the manor lords, their own 

advaui* 
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advantage induced them to confent to rcftorc 
their peafants to their former privileges* 

In return, the king aided the nobility by very 
confiderablc loans, that their credit, which was 
totally on the decline, might be recovered^ 
Numerous families, indebted before, or by th* 
war, were in danger of becoming bankrupts* 
The law granted them letters of credit, for two 
years, in order that, having time again to till 
their lands and render them produftive, they 
might be in a fituation to pay at leaft the in- 
tereft of the money. Thefc letters completely 
ruined the credit of the nobility. The king, 
who took a pleafure and made it a duty to aflift 
the firft and moft fplendid order of the ftate^ 
paid three hundred thoufand crowns of the 
debts of the nobility ; but the fum total which 
had been borrowed on the lands amounted to 
twenty-five millions of crowns, and it was 
neceffary to refort to means more effica*- 
cious. The nobles were aflembled, and, as 
forming an affembly of the ftatcs, pledged them* 
felves to pay the debts contrafted. Notes to 
the amount of twenty millions were iffued, 
which being put into circulation, aided by two 
hundred thoufand crowns, which the king ad- 
vanced to realize the payments that were moft 
preffing, foon re-eftablithed credit; and four 
3 hundred 



hundred of the qrioft diftinguiflied families are 
indebted for their prefervatioH to thefe falutar y 
mcafures. 

In Potneraiii^ and the New Marche, as in 
Silefia, the nobility were in like manner ruined; 
The government paid a part of their debts> to 
the amount of five hundred thoufand croWns ; 
adding five hundred thoufand more that were 
to be expended in putting . their lands into a 
proper ftatc of tillage. 

The towns that had fufFered moft by the 
war we're in like manner relieved, L4nd{hut 
received two hundred thoufand crowns i Strie- 
gau forty thoufand ; Halle . forty thoufand ; 
Croflen twenty-four thoufand ; Reppen fiid 
thoufand ; Halberftadt forty thoufand ; Min- 
den twenty thoufand ; Bielefeld fifteen thoufand ; 
and thofe of the county of Hohenftein, thirteen 
thoufand crownsi 

Thefe expences were all neccflary : it was 
requifite to be prompt in difperfing money 
through the provinces, that they might be re- 
cftablilhed as haftily as poflible. Had rigid 
oeconomy been attended to, under fuch circum- 
ftanccs, a century perhaps would have paffed 
away before the kingdom would again have 
flourifhed ; but, by the celerity that was em- 
ployed on the occafion, more than a hundred 
thoufan^ perfons returned to their country. 

VOL. 1V4 K Thus, 
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Thus, in the year 1773^ compared to the ycaf 
1756, the incrcafe of population amounted to 
two hundred thoufand fouls. 

Nor was this all. Refle(^ing that the num- 
ber of iiihabittots conftitutes the wealth of fo- 
vercigns, meahs were found to ereft two hun- 
dred and thirteen new villages in Upper Silefia, 
the inhabitants of which amounted to twenty- 
three thoutand, A plan was likewife formed 
to augment the number of hufbandmen, in 
Pbmcrania, by fifty tlioufand ; and thofe of 
the elcdoral Marche by twelve thoufand; , 
which was put into execution, toward the end 
of the year 1 780. That the refulf of all thefc 
operations may be known, the beft method 
-will be to compare the population of the year 
1 740 with that of the year 1779 ; of which the 
following is an abftraft. 

Dat^ 



Provinces 

Pniffia - - 

The Eledoratc 

Magdeburg and 
Halberftadt 

Silefia. - - - 



- in (^740 

^■1779 

- in (^740 

1 1779 
\ in (^.740 

. in/ ^740 
I1779 



InhabiUntt 

370,000 

780,000 

480,000 

7 1 0,000 

22o,eoo 

280,000 

1^100,000 

1,520,000 



Incrcafe 1,120,000 

It 



iM£ii^<!)ifts After TME peace. 13! 

it may be fuppofed that largeffcs fo numerous 
hiilft have exhaufted the funds, and the reve- 
nues of the crown ; yet have we ftill to add 
the cxpences which the fortrefles occafioncd, 
as well thofe which were repaired and improved 
as the new ones which were built; and ftill 
further the money ihat was neceffary to the 
founding of cannon j the fum total of whidi 
amounted to five millions nine hundred thou- 
fand crowns. Government notwithftanding firm- 
ly met every expenditure. The king made 
none of thofe di(burfements of oftentation which 
arc fo common to great courts j he lived like 
a private pferfon, that he might not fail in the 
performance of his principal duties. By the 
aid of rigid o^conomy, the great and the little 
treafury were full ; the former to fupply all 
expences of war, the latter to purchafe horfes, 
and whatever was neceffary to put the army in 
motion. There were flill further nine hundred 
thoufand crowns depofited at Magdeburg, and 
four million two hundred thoufand at Breflau, 
for the buying up of forage. This money was 
in the treafury when war broke out between 
the emprefs Catharine and Muftapha. It wsi^s 
neceffary, according to treaty, annually tp fur- 
ni(h a fubfidy of five hundred thoufand crowns 

K 2 to 
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to the Ruffians, fo long as the troubles of i^o-» 
land,, or thofe o£ Turkey, (hould cpntinue^- 

1 769^ The good of the flat e, and the faitit 
of treaties, exaded diis cxpence, which in odier 
rcfpedts came mal apropos, eipecially beciaufer 
of the grand enterprifes of finance which were' 
landertaken^ and which of themfelves abforbed 
very confiderable fums. It therefore was but 
]?ight that politics fhould indemnify the flater 
for the fUim which had been fent into Ruffia^, 
and which, under the prelbnt circumflances, 
might have been employed in- a- more ufeful 
manner upon the provinces under the Pruffian- 
domains. . • 

1770. I«- the following year a general dearth 
p^e^^aiIed throughout- the north o^ Eufope, oc- 
cafioned by late frofo, which blighted and 
killed the produftions of the earih. Hence 
arofe the dread of new mifery for the people, 
and new obligations of affording them aid.^ 
Corn was diftributed to^ the poor gratis ;> but,^ 
as the confumption of prbvifions was diminifhed, 
there was a deficiency in tlie produce of the' 
tyic\(tj w the amount of five hundred thoufand 
crownsi The king had forrtaed gl^and maga- 
zines of provifions, as well ih- Silefia as in his^ 
hereditary fbttcs. There were fe^enty-ii» 
thoufamd wuifpels prepared to feed the army, 

2 during; 
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during twelve months, apd nine thoufand win- 
^els entirely fet apar^t ^5 a fupply for the ca- 
pital. 

1771. Arrangements fo prudent preferved 
jthe people from the dearth by which they were 
^threatened. The army was fed from the maga- 
zines. Befide the corn given to the. people, 
fhey had a further fupply for feed, 

1772. The harveft again failed the following 
jrear; and, although the buflkel of rye was 
fold in the Pruflian ftates at the rate of two 
crowns ar^d fome grofchen, the dearth was much 
greater in the neighbouring countries. The 
buftiel of rye fold for five crowns in Saxony, 
and in Bohemia. Saxony loft more than a 
hundred thoufand inhabitants, who were either' 
carried off by the famine, or who left: their 
country ; and Bohemia a hundred and eighty 
thoufand fouls at the leaft. More than twenty 
thoufand peafants from Bohemia and as many 
from Saxony fled from want, and fought aa' 
afylum in the domains of the king. They were, 
received with open arms, and were fent to pco-r 
pic the new eftablilhments tjiat had been 
Ibrmed. 

The misfortunes that fell upon the fubjefts 
pf other cpuntries were occafioned by their not 
poffeffing magazines like Pruffia, Ye^ did 

1^3 PQt 
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not thefe calamities, to meet which provifion 
bad been made, and which means were found 
to ward off, by the precautions that prudence 
had fuggefted, prevent government from con* 
' tinuing to ad with the fame ardour for the 
improvement of the country, according to the 
plans that had been projected. Experience 
had demonftrated that the mortality amto^g the 
cattle was more frequent in Brandenbourg than 
in Silefia, Two reafons were difcovered which 
occafioned this difference. The firft that, in 
the Marches and cfther provinces, no ufe was 
niade of petrified fait, which is extrafted from 
the falt*pits of Wiliczka, except in Silefia ; and 
the fecond that tlie inhabitants of the Marches, 
and of Pomerania, did not feed their cattle 
under cover, but l€;d tiiem to .grafs in feafons 
when fometimes the mildew had poifoned the 
herbage. , After the new mode of feeding cat^ 
dc had been introdlwied, the mortality vifibly 
became lefs frequent, and the land owners 
did not labour iindcr fo many misfortunes as 
formerly. 

In confequence of the attention paid to know 
all Uie foreign produfts which were introduced 
into the country, by fearching thc^ regifters of 
the cuftoms, it was found that foreign butter 
was entered to the amount of two hundred and 

eighty 
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eighty thoufand crowns. That the kingdom 
wight fuppljr itfelf with an ^ticle fo neceflary, 
a calculation was made of what the new im« 
provements were capable of producing. A 
cow, by converting her milk into butter, ge- 
nerally brpught in five crowns ; and, on the 
new lands that were clearing, it was eftimated 
that forty-eight thoufand cows might be fed, 
the produdk of which would be equivalent to 
two hundred and forty thoufand crowns ; but 
from thefe was to be deduded the confumption 
of the proprietors ; and, after adding the defi-. 
ciency that would refult, the number of cows 
muft amount to fixty-two thoufand. This was 
9 difficulty ftill to vanquilh, but which ftill 
was capable of being vanquiflied; becaufe, 
after all that had yet been undertaken, there 
were other lands lefs extenfive to be cleared, 
and which might fupply remaining wants. 

The government, propofing to improve 
whatever was foimd defeAive in ancient cuf- 
toms, after an attentive examination of different 
parts of rural oeconomy, found that, generally 
fpeaking, whatever land is called common, 
is prejudicial to public good. Agriculture 
among the EngliQi did not begin to flourifti, 
till after the enclofure of thefe commons. All 
monarchical ' governments which imitate the 

K 4 cu(loms 
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cuftoms introduced into republics do not dc^ 
ferve to be accufed of defpotifm ; and therefore 
an example fo laudable was imifiated. Legal 
and agricultural fqrveyors were fent to feparate 
the paftures and th^ fields, which were either 
mixed or in commoii. The undertaking at 
the beginning met with great difficulties ; 
cuftom, emprefs of the earth, reigns with im^ 
perious defpotifm over the narrow minded. 
But, after fome examples of thefe partitions 
had been executed to the fatisfaftion of the 
proprietors, and had mad? an impreffion on the 
public, tliey were foon generally introduced 
through the provinces. 

In a part of Brandenbourg and Pomerania 
there were fome high lands, diftant from rivers 
and rivulets, which confequently wanted paftu- 
rage, and the ftrength of foil neceflary for 
cultivation. This was rather a local defeft 
than one arifing from a want of induftry in the 
proprietors ; and, though man is not permitted 
to change the nature of things, it was thought 
proper to venture fome attempts, that expe- 
rience might teach what was, or what was not, 
praAicable. For this purpofe recourfe was had 
to an En^Iifti farmer, by the aid of' whom an 
eflay was made on one of the bailliages of the 
crown. His method was to fow the fandy 

grounds 
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grounds with turnip-feed ; the turnips were fuf- 
fered to rot, after which the lands were fowed 
with clover, and other grafs feeds, and thus 
were transformed into artificial meadows, by the 
' aid of which the number of cattle was increafed 
one third on each eftate. The experiment 
having been fo fuccefsful, care was taken to 
generalize a fpecies of agriculture fo advan- 
tageous through all the provinces. 

We have already faid that war^ and the fre- 
quent invafions of enemies, had introduced a 
pernicious anarchy into the hereditary pro- 
vinces, which extended not only over rural 
jDEConomy and the finances butv likewife over 
the woods, which had been ruined by the grand 
mafters of the forefts, according to their o^yn 
fancies, they having no fuperintendents. Aa 
obftinate war, the fuccefs of which was dubious, 
and might be dcftru6tive, occafioned thefe foreft- 
kecpers, and fome fub-counfellors of finance 
who participated in the depredations copimitted, 
to imagine that the ftate was loft paft refource ; 
that it foon was to become the prey of the foe ; 
and that they could not do better, in a fituation 
fo dcfperate, than to fell all the timber they 
could fell for their own profit, for that no 
one would bring them to account for their 
malverfations^ In confpquence of this falfe 

opinion. 
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opinion, they had fo entirely thinned the fbrefts 
liiat a few fcattered trees were fcarcely to be 
founds inftead of the tufted woods with which 
they formerly abounded. New ordonances 
W^re obliged to be publiflied, as well to plant 
the forefts as to keep a proportional diftancc, 
fccording to the different fpecies of trees ; that 
there iiiight be regulations which no perfpQ 
Ihould infringe, and that a fufBcie^it fupply of 
timber might be obtained as well for building 
^s for burning, an article which ought not to he 
negledked in northern clin^ates. 

Previous to the war an annual revenue had 
been drawn from the Marches, and Pomcrania, 
^n wood, which often exceeded a hundred and 
fifty thoufa^d crowns. It was neceffary to have 
j-.ecourfe to expedients that a fubftitute might be 
found for this produft; to which purpofe a 
IT^fport duty w;as laid on the wood coming 
from foreign couptries, and fent in floats, dow^ 
the Elbe and the Oder, by the means of which 
Kood .might, be bought cheap fron;i Saxony, 
Bohemia, and Poland, and fold again with ad- 
vantage to the nations that had merchant fleets^ 
or (hips of war to build. Thus too was tiqie 
gained, to fpare the forefts and leave them to 
grow, and the lofs which the revenue had fuf- 
fered thus obtained a durable equivalent. 

Govern* 
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. Governmait muft not confine itfclf to a fingle 
objeft : intereft ought not to be the only motive 
of its ads. Public good, which is divided into 
fuch various branches, prefents a multitude of 
particulars that ought to be attended to ; and 
among the principal of thcfe muft the education 
of youth be confidered. 'Education influences 
the whole mafs : true it is that it creates nothing, 
but it may corredt errors. This part of admi- 
niftration, in itfelf fo interefting, had perhaps 
been formerly but top much neglefted ; parti- 
cularly in the open countries and the provinces* 
The following were the vices which ftoodinneed 
of <:orreaion. In the villages appertaining to 
the gentry, tailors performed the fundtions of 
the fchoolmafter ; and, in the eftates appertain- 
ing to the crown, the farm- bailiffs cbofe mafters 
without difcrimination. That an abufe fo per- 
nidous might be reformed, the king fent into 
Saxony to procure good teachers. Their fala- 
ries were increafed^ and the peafants were obliged 
to fend their children to be taught. Anordonancc 
was at the fame time pubUibed by which the cler- 
gy were enjoined not to admit ypung perfons to 
the communion table, unlefs they had been firft 
inftrufted at fchool in rfieir rejigion. The fruits 
of arrangements like thefc arc not impicdiately 

to 
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to be gathered, but muft be waited for with time 
^d patience. 

The fam? cares were employed to reform all 
the colleges that had been founded for the edu- 
cation of youth. Pedagogues only apply them- 
fhlvds to load the memories of their pupils, and 
life no endeavours to form, or bring their judg- 
ments to perfeftion. This cuftom, which was 
but a continuation of ancient Tudefcan-pedan- 
try, was correfted j and, without ncglefting the 
fiibjefts which appertain to memory, teachers 
were ordered early to familiarize their fcholars 
hi the art of reafoning, tfiat they might learn 
the ufe of that art, an4 draw juft confequences 
from principles which had been eftabliflied and 
demonftrated. 

While all wa$ put in aftion throughout the 
ftate, and each man was labouring for the im- 
provement of fuch affairs as were within his 
capacity, the partition treaty between the three 
crowns was figned. Pruffia, as we have before 
related, acquired Pomerellia, the palatinates of 
Culrti and Marienburg, the bifhoprick of War- 
rnia, the town of Elbing, a part of Cujavia, and 
a part of Pofnania. This new province con- 
tained about five hundred tboufand inhabitants. 
The good lands lie toward Marienburg, on the 
hanks of the Yiftula, on each fide of the Netze, 
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and in the biftioprick of Warmiai But, on the 
reverie, there are many diftrifts encumbered 
with barren fands, in Pomerellia, and the pala- 
tinate of Giilni. The principal advantage of 
the acquifition confided in the junction that it 
formed with Pomerania and Pruflia l4oyal ; arid 
in rendering the king maftcr of the Vifiula, 
confcquently of the commerce of Poland; fo 
that, the quantity of dofri which that kihgdoto 
exports being reniembered, the Pruffiaii ftates 
1)0 longer had any thing to fcar^ either from 
dearth or fammc. 

The parts gained were therefore uffeful, and 
by the aid of fage regulations miglit btc(>me 
important; but at the time this province fell 
under the Pruffian dominion every thing in it 
partook of anarchy, ind of the cohfufion and 
diforder which of neceflity reign among a bar- 
barous people, who are crouching under the 
yoke of ignorance and ftupidity* A furvey of 
the lands was firfl made, that the taxes might 
be proportionate, and thefe followed the famef 
regulations which prevailed in Pruflia Royal. 
The eeclcfiaftics paid according to the rates of 
the bilhops and abbots of Silefia. The ftarofties 
devolved to the crown; they bad been fiefs 
granted for life, fimilar to thofe of the Tima- 
riots among the Turks. The king indemnified 

the 
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the proprietors by a grofs fum of five hundred 
thoufand crowns, 

Poft-houfes* were introduced into this wild 
*and barbarous country; and particularly col- 
leges of jaftice> the name of which had before 
fcarcely here been known. A great number of 
laws, equally capricious and extravagant, were 
abrogated ; a final appeal was granted from thefe 
colleges to the fuperior tribunal of Berlin. 

The king dug a canal (1773) at the expence 
of fcven hundred thoufand crowns, from Nakel 
to Bromberg, to form a junftion between the 
Netze and the Viftula ; by the aid of which 
this great river had a dircft communication 
with the Oder, the Havel, and the Elbe. There 
was a double advantage in this canal, for into 
it a g'cat extent of land was drained of ftag- 
nant waters, and on which - foreign colonies 
might be fettled . 

All the public buildings-}- were in rjains^ and 
more than three hundred thoufand crowns were 
expended to put them in repair. 

The towns were in the moft pitiable condition. 
Cqlm had good walls and grand churches, but 

« 

* On inirodut/tt des pojles dans ce fayS'-^lt is dIfBcult to fay 
whether poftfchoufes or officers for the better govemmtDt of 
the country be here meant. T. 
. ^ Batimens economiquct. T. 
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inftead of ftreets nothing were to be feen but 
the cellars of houfes which had formerly exifted. 
Of forty houfes, which formed the great fquare, 
twenty-eight were without doors, without roofs, 
without windows, and without proprietor^. 
Bromberg was in the fame ftate. Their ruin 
took its date from the yj^r 1709, when that 
province had been ravaged by the plague. 
The Poles had never imagined it was neceflary 
to redrefs evil. It would fcarcely be^ believed 
that a tailor was a man very rarely to be found 
in thefe wretched countries; it therefore wals 
neceffary to fettle tailors, as well as apothe- 
caries, wheelrights, carpenters, and mafons, iti 
all the towns. Thefe towns w6re rebuilt and 
peopled. ' 

An academy was inftitured at Cultn, where 
fifty young noblemen were educated, by mafters 
appointed for their inftruftion. A hundred and , 
fifty fchoolmafters, proteftant and catholic, were 
appointed to refide in different places, and 
paid by the government. The word education, 
had been unheard of in thefe miferable parts, 
confequcntly the inhabitants were equally dcfti- 
tute of breeding and informatipn. - 

Four thoufand Jews were banifhed into Po- 
land, who begged from, or robbed, the peafants. 
A» the principal wealth of Weftern Pruffia con- 
fided 
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lifted in trade, means were carefully fought aftei' 
by whith trade might be extended. The town 
of Elbing gained the moft by attrading that 
commerce which had been formerly carried on 
at Dantzic. A company was formed for the 
iale of falt^ the aflbciates of which, paying an 
annual ftipend of fevehty thoufand crowni to 
the king of Poland, had the monopoly of that 
article granted through the whole kingdom; 
and who, by obliging the Auftiians to fell them 
their fait of Wiliczka, rendered their affairs 
flourifhing. 

The revenues of Weftem PruflSa amounted 
to the fum total of two millions of crowns, which, 
added to the produce of the bank^ the excife^ 
and the tobacco, augmented the revenues of the 
ftate by upward of five millions. 

Thus was a fyftem of finance, continually im- 
proved from father to foix^ fufficient to effeft 
thefe changes in the government; and, poor 
as it had been, was capable of rendering it 
wealthy enough to throw its mite into the ba- 
lance of power, held by the grcateft monarchs^ 
o( Europe. 
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« 

. Of ibe Military. 

SEVEN campaigns, during whick ^ventccn 
pitched battles had been foiigbl, and almoft 
as many inferior but not lefs bloody combats, 
three fieges undertaken by the army, and five 
fuftained, without enumerating attacks made 
on the winter-quarters of the enemy, and other 
military expeditions of a fimilar kind, had fb 
fer ruined the army, that a great part of the 
beft officers, and the veteran foldiers, had 
periflied in the field. To form fome ellimate 
of this, we need but rccoUeft that the gaining rf 
|he battle of Prague alone coft twenty thoufand 
men* Let us add to the calculation that we 
had forty thoufand Auftrian prifoners; and that 
Auflxia had nearly as many of the Pruffians, 
among whom mull be cnuitierated more thail 
three hundred officers ; that the hofpitali were 
lull of the wounded ; and that in the regiment* 
of foot there were feldom more than a hundred 
tnen founds who had ferved at the commenco* 
ment of the war* 

Above fifteen hundred officers had fallen in 

the different aftions, by which the number of 

nobility had been extremely diminilhed; and 

voir. IV. L thofe 
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thofe who remained of that clafs, in the coun- 
try, were either old men or children incapable of 
ferving. The want of gentlemen, and,thc nume- 
rous vacancies which were left in all the regi- 
ments, of heceffity occafioned recourfe to be had 
to the ignoble, who were appointed officers. 
There were fomc battalions in which not more 
than eight officers remained; the others being 
cither dead, prifoners, or wounded. It may 
eaiily be concluded, under circumftances fo 
afflifting, the old corps themfelves were deftitutc 
of order, difcipline, and exaftitude; confe- 
qucntly were deftitute of energy. 

Such was the ilate of the army when, after 
the peace of Hubertfburg, it returned, into its 
former quarters. The regiments, at that time, 
were compofed more of natives than of foreign- 
ers. The companies were each a hundred and 
fixty-two ftrong ; forty of the number were dif- 
miffed, who were of utility in the cultivation of 
the earth. The free battalions ferved to com- 
plete the garrifon regiments, from, which, in 
like manner, when they obtained more than the 
complement of recruits, the native foldiers were 
difcharged. A hundred and fifty men were dif* 
miffed from each regiment of cavalry; four 
hundred froin each regiment of huffars ; and 
thus the provinces gained by the reform thirty 

thoufand 
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thoufand feven hundred and eighty hufband-* 
men^ of whom they flood in need. Nor was 
this all; the number of natives had formerly 
been difcretionary ; it was fixed in future at 
feven htmdred and twenty men for each regi- 
ment; and the remainder, to complete the 
companies, were raifed in foreign countries. 

The foldiers of the cantons had permiflion to 
marry without the confent of their captain ; few 
of them remained in a ftate of celibacy; the 
greater number were better pleafed to contribute 
to the increafe of population. The effefts of 
thefe good regulations correfponded to the cx- 
pedlations of government; and, in the year 
1773, the number of men enrolled confiderably 
furpaflcd that of the year 1756. 

In preceding times the captains recruited their 
companies themfclves, with the money which 
they drew from the fix months pay*, which 
method had given rife to great abujTes. The 
officers, that they might fave the money, enliftcd 
men by force; every body exclaimed againil 
the pradice, and no prince would fuffer fuch 
violence to be committed upon his territories. 
The mode of this oeconomy was therefore 
changed, and general Wartenberg only was al-, 
lowed to receive the fix months pay, from which 
thirty crowns per month were deduded, for the 

♦ La paye desjemefira. T. 
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ufc of the captains, cxclufivc of their pay. The 
furplus was employed as enlifting money, which 
annually prodviced from feven to eight thoufand 
foldiers, raifed in foreign ftates, who, accom- 
panied by their wives and children, fbiined a 
military colony of about ten thoufand people. 
Although if a peafant had but one fon that fon 
was not obliged to ferve, the ftature of the men 
was from year to year improved ; and, in 1 773, 
there was no company erf foot the foldiers of 
which were lefs than five feet five inches in 
height. 

The re^ments both of foot and horfc were 
formed into different divifions, over which in-- 
fpedors were placed, that order, exaftitude, 
and feverity of difcipline might be renewed; 
that perfedl equality might reign throughout 
the army ; and that both officers and foldiers 
might have the fame direftions in one as in 
another regiment. The infpedor, placed 
over the re^ments of the Rhine and the 
Wefer, was general Duringlhofen ; over thofe 
of the dutchy of Magdeburg, general Saldern. 
M. von Ramin, M. von Steinkeller, and colo- 
nel Butler, were infpeftors over the regiments 
of the eleftorate. The regiments of Pomerania 
fell to the lot of general MoUendorf ; thofe of 
Pruffia to general Stutterheim ; and thofe of 

Silefia^ 
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Siicfia taTauenzien, the geneml of the infentry. 
tieuteiiant-general Bulow had the infpeftion of 
the Pruffian cavalry; gehc^ral S^idlitz of the 
Silefian ; general LoUhdffel of the cavalry of 
Pomerania, sttid the New Marchc ; and general 
Krufemarck had the direftion of the cavalry 
of the eleftorate, arid the country of Mag- 
deburg. 

Nothing could be more difficult than to re- 
dlabli0i order and difcipline in tibo infantry^ 
which had been fo exceedingly degraded. Se- 
verity was neceffary to render the foldier obe- 
dieht, exercife to make him a^ve, and long 
habit to teach him to load and difcharge his 
piece four times in a minute i to march in a 
line without fluduation^ and in fine to be able 
to perform all the manoeuvres which might be 
required of him, in thi? various operations of 
war. 

Yet, when all thijB was accomplifhed with 
the foldier, it was ftill more difficult to form 
the young officers, and to impart that degree of 
intelligence which was requifite for the exercife 
of their profeffion. That they might acquire 
the routine of the manoeuvres, they were dif- 
ciplined in the vicinity of tHeir garrifons, and 
taught the different evolutions ; to make attacks 
on a p}^; at^ac^s on fortified pof^^ a^ well 
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as on villages ; the manceuvres of the van-guard, 
and thofe of retreat ; to form fquares ; to con- 
dud aflaults ; and were inftrufted in the know- 
ledge of the defenfive. Tbefe exercifes were 
continued all the fummer, and they were each 
day obliged to repeat a part of their leffon. 

That the pradice might be generalized, the 
troops were aflcmbled twice a year, once in the 
fpring, and again in the autumn. At thefe 
times they only performed the grand evolutions 
of war i fuch as the defence and attack of pofts ; 
to forage; to march in every mode, and direc- 
tion; and to imitate battles, where the troops 
in adion difplayed difpofitions fimilar to thofe 
of the battle that was imitated. Thus, accord- 
ing to the expreffion of Vegetius, peace to the 
Prufjian armies became the fchool and the 
pradice of war. 

It muft not however be imagined that the 
manoeuvres immediately after peace were of the 
moft excellent nature- Time muft be allowed 
for pradical tadics to become habitual, and 
for them to be executed without difficulty by the 
troops. That precifion which it was defired to 
cftablifli did not begin to make any fenfible 
ifnpreffion till the year 1770; from which time 
the army, affqming another face, might, with- 
out fear of being deceived, have been led by 

the 
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the commander to the field with great confi- 
dence. 

To acquire this degree of perfeftion, in 
which the welfare of the ftate was fe much in- 
terefted, the corps of officers was weeded of all 
perfons of low birth. This clafs of people 
were placed in garrifon regiments, where they 
at leaft equalled their predeceffors ; who, be- 
ing too infirm for fervice, were put on the .pen- 
£on lift. And, as the country itfelf did not 
fumifti a fufficient number of gentlemen to fup- 
ply the wants of the army, foreigners were en- 
gaged from Saxony, Mecklenburg, or the em- 
pire, among whom fbme good officers were ob- 
tained. It is more^ necefiary than is imagined 
to pay fuch attention to the choice of offi- 
cers ; becaufe, in general, the nobility are pof- 
feffetj of honour. Not but that it muft be al« 
lowed merit and abilities are fometimes met 
with in perfons of low birth ; though fuch inci- 
dents are rare ; and when men of this defcrip- 
tion are found they ought to be cheriQied. In 
general however the nobility have no means a( 
obtaining diftindion except by the fword ; if 
they lofe their honour they do not find refuge, 
not even in their paternal manlions. Whereas 
a man of mean birth, after having been guilty 
of mean aftions,. returns to the occupation cA 

L 4 his 
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bis father without blufliing^ or without ruppo& 
ing hitnfelf diflionoured. 

An officer has need of vario¥s knowledge; 
^d one of the principal fciences he ought to 
be taught is that of fortification. Is he employ^ 
ed in befieging a town } He then finds an op- 
portunity of acquiring fame. Is he in a town, 
befiegcd ? He may^ there render cflcntial fer- 
vice. Is it neceflary to fortify a camp ? Hi$ 
abilities are then brought into a£tion* Is tWe 
fome village to be for^ified^ in the advanced 
pofts of the chain of winter quartef^ i He is 
mtiployed there; apd, if he underfbmds bu| 
^little of phe art of fprtificatio^i^ he finds a thou«* 
fand Qccafions of difplaying his talents. Tbit 
the officers might not be deficient in a branch 
pf knowledge fp ufeful, the king added to each 
infpei£tion an engineer officer, who was to in- 
ftruft the young officers^ and impart to theni 
all neceflary knowledge. Affer they had learnt 
the elements of fonification^ they were made 
to trace out works, adapted to the varieties of 
jground. They aflumed camps, and regulated 
the march of columns ; nor were they allowed 
in laying down their plans tp omit even the ad- 
vanced ppfts of the cavalrJ^ The ftudy exr 
tended the fphere of their ideas, and they learn- 
cd to think in the great* The whole art of caG 

trametatioq 
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trametation bcczcnc familiar to them^ and they 
acquired in their youth that degree of informa* 
tion which is neceflary for the experienced 
general* 

The attention which was paid, to bring the 
field regiments of foot to perfeftion, did not 
prevent a fimilar attention being paid to the inf 
fantry that was to fervc in garrifon. Men who 
idefend towns may render as effential fervice as 
thofe who gain viftories. Thefe regiments were 
purified of all fufpicious perfons, as well among 
the officers as the foldiers. They were difci- 
pUned in the fame manner as the field regiments; 
and, whenever the king made a review of his 
troops ill the provinces, the garrifon regiments 
jthere appeared with equal diilinftion. The 
men in garrifon were inferior in height to the 
field infantry; but there were no foldiers among 
them lefs than five feet three inches high ; and, 
plough they did not charge with the fame cele- 
rity as the former, there was no general, in the 
year 1773, who would not gladly have had 
them in his brigade; 

With rcfpeflb to the cayalry, this had by np 
means fuftained the fame proportionate loffes ^ 
jthe infantry; fprthe horfe had been viftprious 
on all occafions, fo that the veteran fddler and 
the veteran offici^r were nearly alike prefervcd; 

r _____ ■ 
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Whenever there is a continuance of war, it 
always happens that the infantry fuffers ; and, 
on the contrary, the cavalry by the fame pro- 
craftination acquires perfeftion. Particular care 
was taken to fupply this refpedtable corps with 
the heft horfes that could be obtained. 
, There were however reproaches due to fomc^ 
of the Pruffian generals of cavalry, who, hav- 
ing had detachments to conduft, had caufed 
the infantry to manoeuvre mal -adroitly. — Simi- 
lar errors might be alfo imputed to fome of the 
officers of infantry, who employed their cavaliy 
with an equal want of difcemment. That 
faults fo grofs might in future be prevented, 
the king wrote a work on taftics, and the art of 
encampment, which contained general rules, as 
well for offenfive as for dcfenfivc war. The 
different rules for attack and defence wer« here 
laid down, with every difpofition adapted to 
pofts that were known to the whole army. This 
methodical work, foil of felf-evident precepts, 
that had been confirmed by the experience of 
all paft wars, was depofited in the hands of the 
infpcftors, who gave it to be read as well by 
the generals as by the commanders of battalions 
and regiments of cavalry ; but, thefe excepted, 
the grieateft attention was paid to prevent it 
coming to the knowledge of the. public. The 

work 
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work produced better effefts than might have 

been hoped ; it enlarged the underftanding of 

the officers concerning manoeuvres the meaning 

of which they did not before comprehend; their 

intelligence made a very vifible progrefs ; and, 

^s the fuccefs of war principally depends on the 

execution of the difpofitions that are made, and 

as the greater the number of able generals an 

army poflefles the more is fuccefs afcertained, 

there was reafon to believe that, after fo much 

trouble had been taken to inftrud the officers, 

orders would be exadly followed, and generals 

would not commit faults fufficiently great to oc- 

cafion the lofs of a battle. 

According to the cuftom that had been efta- 

blUhed during the laft war, the artillery wa$ 

become a principal part of an army. The 

number of field pieces had been fo prodigioufly 

augmented that the pradice had degenerated 

into abufe. Yet, not to fuffer any difad-*- 

vantage, it was .neceflary to poffefs equal 

ftrength with the enemy ; and for this purpofc 

the field pieces were begun to be reftored to a 

proper ftate, and eight hundred and fixty-eight 

Cannon were ordered to be refoundcd. Heavy 

artillery for fortrefles was next caft, the cannon 

pf which were in part become too wide in the 

bore. 

A fpe- 
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A fpecics of tumbrils was invented, that 
6ach battalion of foot might always carry with 
it charges in rcferve, which were inclofcd in fe- 
parate bags for each platoon ; and dillribution 
was by thefe means facilitated. 

The number of powder mills was doubled^ 
and fix thoufand quintals of powder were annu- 
ally manufafturcd. The forges at the famo 
time were bufy in calling bombs, balls, and 
royal grenades. 

The fortreffes were provided with timber 
and ftakes for the ufc of batteries ; and, as it 
was determined to have a referve of artiller/ 
for the army, eight hundred and fixty-eight ad^ 
ditional field pieces were caft. All thefe various 
articles, with an increafe of fixty thoufand 
quintals of powder, were fent to the arfenals 
about the end of 1777. The difbqrfements* 
for the artillery, and the repair of its carriages 
and train, amounted to one million nine hun- 
dred and fixty thoufand crowns : the fum was 
great, but the expence was neceflary. At tho 
commencement of the war of 1756, Pruffia 
had only two battalions for its train of artillery. 
This number, being very inferior to that of 
the foe, was increafed to fix battalions, each of 
nine hundred men ; befide the companies that 
were detached an^ diftribiited through the va- 
rious 
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jious foitrefles. After the peace the corps re- 
mained on its former eftablifhment^ and grand 
barracks were conftruded at Berlin ; that, be- 
ing alwajrs aflfcmbled, it might the better, and 
with the greater equality, be difciplined to the 
purpofe to which it was deftined. 

The officers were inflxuftcd in the art of for- 
tific^ti^i, thait thejr might perfe6t themfeives 
in the art of be.fieging towns. The 'gunners 
^d bombardiers were annually exercifed. They 
were obliged to eredt a battery in a fingle night ; 
w^re taught ricochet-firing; to difriiount ' the 
artillery of the enemy ; and the manner of 
throwing bombs with exadnefs, notwithftand* 
ing the variations of the wind, which might 
drive them-from fide to fide, and alter their di- 
reftion. The field pieces were made to advance 
in a lin?,^ as if tjiey had been diftributed be- 
tween the battalions. The gunners^ere oblige 
fd to profit by the leaft hillock, that they might 
not negleA any advantage ; and to take fight 
continually Ipefore they gave fire. 

As refinements of every kind were made, a 
new fpecies of howitzer was invented, which 
threw grenadpcs as far as four thoufand paces. 
The bombardiers were taught to undetftand, 
and ufefuUy availed themfeives of various dif- 
t<uice$ ; and it was perceived that, to impart 

the 
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the utmoft degree of fpeed of which field pieces 
were capable, a certain number of manceuvrcs 
ftill muft neceflarily be added to the corps of 
artillery, in order that, drawn by force of arm, 
the guns might invariably remain befide the bat- 
talions as they advanced. 

The army had made many campaigns, but 
the general quarters had often been in want of 
good quarter matters. The king was defirous 
of forming fuch a corps, and chofe twelve offi- 
cers who already had fbme knowledge of fortifi- 
cation, that he might inftnid them himfelf for 
this purpofe. They were taught to lay down 
plans, mark out lituations for the corps, fortify 
villages, intrench heights, raife what is called 
palanques, indicate the marches of columns, 
and efpecially were habituated to examine and 
found the depths of marfties and rivulets, in 
Iperfon, that no miftake of negligence might be 
committed, and that a fordable ftream might not 
be given as a fupport to an army, or to a march^ 
over which infantry might proceed without wet* 
ting their ancles. Such errors are of great con- 
fequence, fince, if it had not been for fuch, 
the French would neither have loft the battle of 
Malplaquet nor the Auftrians that of Leuthen. 

The education of young men of quality ^ho 
devote themfelves to arms is a fubjedt that merits 

the 
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the utmoft attention. They may be formed 
from their youth to the cxercife of their deftined 
profeflion, and by good inftruftion their abili- 
ties may be quickened; like the ripening of 
fruit, which is but the better for being prema^ 
ture. During the iaft war, the education of the 
corps of cadets had been fo degenerate that the 
youth who were fent from this corps fcarcely 
could read and write. That the ax might be 
laid to the root of the evil, the king placed ge- 
neral Buddenbrock at the head of the inftitu- 
tion, who of all the men of the kingdom was, 
pall contradiftion, the moft capable of filling 
this office. Good teachers were at the fame 
time felefted, and their number was increafed 
in proportion to that of the fcholars they had to • 
inftruft. 

That the young nobility of Pomerania might 
no lenger want education, the parents of whom 
were too poor to be at the expence themfelves, 
the king inftituted an academy, in the town of 
Stolpe, where fifty- fix boys of condition were 
maintained, clothed, and taught at his expence. ) 
After having acquired the firft elements of I \ 
knowledge, and ended their philological and / , 
grammatical ftudies, they were entered among/. / 
the corps of cadets, where their education was 
finiflied. The principal fubjeds in which they 
I were 
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were inftrofted were hiftory, geography, logic, 
mathematics, and the art of fortifications; with 
all of which an officer ought to be acquainted. 

An academy was at the fame time form- 
ed for the ftill greater improvement of thofc 
cadets who gave tokens of the mdft genius. 
The king regulated the forms of this academy 
himfelf^ and gave rules which contained the 
objeft of the ftudies of thofe who were placed 
there, and of the education they were to receive; 
The moft able profeflbrs that were to be found 
in Europe were chofen, and fifteen young gen- 
tlemen were there educated under the tuition of 
five governors. Their whole education tended 
to form the judgement. The academy prof- 
pered, and has fince fumithed ufcful fubjedts, 
who have been placed in the army. 

After the conqueft of Silefia, different forts^ 
had there been conftrudted; the moft of \^ch 
were in need of improvement. Another was 
ftill neceflary to be built at Silberberg, in order 
to maintain the defiles which proceed toward 
Glatz, on the left, and Braunau, on the right- 
In 1777 thefe different works had coft the.fura 
of four millions one hundred and forty-fix thou- 
fand crowns. The town of Colberg was alfo 
fortified, in Pomerania, which coft a further 
fum of eight hundred thoufand crowns. Aftef 
z the 
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the invafion of the Riiflians, it was perceived 
. that^ in fimilar cafes^ this place might become 
of the utmoft importance. Although the la- 
bours of thefe fortrefles were profecuted with 
vigour, there were yet fome further expences to 
.be made, in 1778, , that the whole, which was 
nearly finilhed, might be rendered complete; 
and thefe might amount to the fum of two hun* 
dred thoufand crowns. 

General Wartenberg, who dircded the mili - 
tary oeconomy, was as active in his department 
as the other officers were in the duties commit- 
ted to their charge. Advantage was taken of 
peace to prepare for war. *^ A hundred and forty 
thoufand new mufkets had been fabricated at 
Spandau, in the year 1777; a complete fet of 
fwords for the cavalry had been made, as 
well as bandoleers, faddks, bridles, girdles, 
kettles, pickaxes, hatchets, and a fupply of tents 
for the whole army. Thefe immenfe prepara- 
tions were depofited in the two grand buildings 
which are called the army wardrobes, except 
the mufkets, which were arranged in the arfenal. 

Exclufive of all this, the fum of three mil- 
lions had been f«t apart to remount the cavalry, 
in time of war, and to renew the uniforms which 
might be loft in battle. . Another fum was def- 
tined for the expences which an increafe of 

VOL. IV. M twenty- 
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twenty-two free battalions would incur: all 
which previous meafures would, at leaft for 
fomc campaigns, lighten the burden of war, 
which weighs fo heavy on tl^ finances when it 
is of long duration. 

The article of military magazines was not 
forgotten. Two were formed ; the one at Mag- 
deburg, the other in the fortreffes of Silefia, each 
of thirty-iive thoufand winfpels of rye, to main- 
tain two armies of feventy thoufand men for the 
fpace of a year. The firft was deftined for 
troops which might ad toward Bohemia, or 
Moravia ; . and the fecond for fuch whofe opera- 
tions might be direjfted on the fide of Saxony 
or Bohemia. The value of thefe magazines 
was eftimated at one million feven hundred 
thoufand crowns. They were in part diftribut- 
cd, during the three years - of dearth of which 
we have before fpoken; but in the year 1775 
they were again completed, and reftored to the 
ftate in which they had before been. 

We have fpoken of the magazines of general 
Wartenberg, and of the grand magazines of 
fubfiftence which had been amafled. But thefe 
ftill were infufficient to enable the army to enter 
the field with that promptitude which ncccflity 
might require. One of the moft difficult arti- 
cles was to find, and to colled, as many horfes 

7 V 
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as would be nectary to put a machine fo vaft 
in motion. That multiplicity of field pieces 
which ciAom had introduced required an im* 
menfe number of horfes for their tranfportation; 
others were further neceflary for the b^gage, 
tents> officers^ and provifions. It was eilimated 
that the whole number would amount to fixty 
thou&nd. 

After the peace^ the artny had been put on 
an eftabliihment of a hundred and fifty-one 
thouTaAd men. The troubles which arofe in 
Poland makmg it apprehended that a new war 
was on the eve ai breaking out^ the king thought 
jproper, in 1 76S> to add forty men to each com- 
pany of twelve of the regiments of infantry. 
To lodge tbefe levies it was necefl&ry to build 
l)arracks, which coft three hundred and fixty 
thoufand crowns. The huffiirs and troops of 
Bofina^ amounting formerly only to eleven hun- 
dred menj were increafed to fourteen hundred. 
A battalion of a thoufand men was levied^ under 
the command of M. de Rofiidres^ for the defence 
of Silberberg. The different augment^ons 
increafed the peace eftabliftmient of the army 
to the number of a hundred and Iixty*one thou* 
iat^ men, at which it remained. 

Siich efibrts were nectary. The drcum- 
ftances of the timet made it ajdoty to prepare 

JS/LjL fof 
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for all accidents. During the courfe of the yeaf 
1 7 7 1 , while negotiations were carried on with 
the grcateft warmth, it was impoffiblc to divine 
what part the court of Vienna would take, or 
whether (he would declare in favour of the Porte 
or of Peterlburg. But as, according to appear- 
ances, the houfe of Auflria was more inclined 
to favour the Turks than the allies of his ma- 
jefty, it was refolved that all the cavalry (hould 
be remounted, and that the number (bould be 
augmented. Eight thoufand horfes were pur- 
chafed at one time. The rumour of this pur- 
chafc was foon fpread throughout Europe, and 
by this the court of Vienna comprehended that 
the king of Pruffia was determined to fupport 
his ally, the cmprefs of Ruffia, with his whole 
power. 

The agreement of the three courts occafioned 
the partition of Poland, as we have before re- 
marked, in the chapter wherein we have treated 
of politics. The prefent chapter being fet apart 
to treat only of the military, we (hall confider 
this acquifition under a military point of view* 
' It was of great importance, inafmuch as it join- 
ed Pomerania to Pruflia royal. That the king 
w^s obliged to abandon all the provinces which 
* were divided, or too diftant from the body of 
- his domains, may have been remarked ift read- 

X 4 ing 
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ing the hiftory of the laft war. Such were' the 
provinces ficuated on the Lower Rhine, thofe of 
Weftphalia, and efpecially Pruflia royal. The 
latter was found not only to be feparated but 
cut off from Fomerania and the New Marcjhe, ■ 
by a deep and confiderably wide river. In or- 
der to fupport PrufEa royal, it was requifite to 
be mailer of the Viftula; andi after the difmem* 
berment of Poland, the king was empowered 
to build fortreffes on the banks of that river, 
and afcertain paiTes over it, according as he 
thought proper. Thus he could not only de- 
fend the kingdom againft its enemies but, 
(hould misfortune happen, could employ the 
Viftula and the Netze as good barriers to pre* 
vent the foe from penetrating either into Silefia, 
Pomerania, of the New Marchc. 

In another point of view this acquifition fup- 
plied the means of confiderably augmenting the 
army, which accqrdingly was increafed to a 
|iundrc4 ^d eighty-fix thoufand men, on the 
peace eftabliftiment; and it was determined, 
by the addition of free battalions, and other 
fimilar corps, its number, in time of war,ihould. 
confift of two hundred and eighteen thoufand. 

M3 The 
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Tha augmentations wcreasfoUow: 
Four garrifbn battalions and companies umti. 

of grenadiers amounting to ~- 3,1 50 
Two new battalions of artillery — 2^5 10 
Six regiments of infantry on the peace 

eftablifhment — — 8^500 

A regiment of hu^rs , — •— <>4o^ 
Thirty-fix regiments of fiDOt, an increafe 

of twenty men to each company --^ 89640 
An augmentation of chafleurs to the 

number of — • ■ joo 

A new company of miners — . 150 

Twenty- five new majon^ with as msmy aides 
d6 campy were created to command the batta* 
lions (^ grenadiers* They had f<»rmerly been 
fdededy during the war^ from the regiments ;; 
at prefent they aro rendered perUfianent. Ex*- 
dudva of all tiiefe^ idieoiatroires who ferved the 
%ing artilkry wei^ Denounced ; in order that^ 
being exerci&d ut dmi^ of peaccj they might 
becoiine moce tifirful in time of war. The fum- 
fotal of tbc new augmentations amounted ta 
twenty five thoufand two hundred and twenty^ 
menf and qne miUida two hundred and fifty 
thoufuid crowns* wcife tq be raifed in Wdft- 
?ruffiay and fet apart fdf the maintenance of 
(hefe new ^-oops. 

Whatever 
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Whexicver changes are efFeftcd in a kingdom, 
confequenccs will continually follow to which 
government ought to pay timely attention* The 
forces of the date being increafed, it was necef- 
fary to make a new calculation of what, in fu- 
ture, would be the expence of a campaign. In 
the year 1773, the army confiftcd of a hundred 
and forty-one field battalions, fixfy-three fqua- 
drons of cuirafliers, feventy fquadrons of drv 
goons, and one hundred fquadrons of huffars, 
exclufive of the field artillery fervice, which 
amounted to nine thoufand fix hundred gun^ 
ners and bombardiers, beflde twelve hundre4 
matroflTes, diftributed among the fortreflTes, and 
thirty-fix garrifon battalions. On taking this 
rctrofped of the armyi according as it is her? 
reprefented, and adding ^n augmentation of 
twenty-two free battalions, an eftimate was made 
of the amount of the firft expences, which muft 
adt as a momentum to the machine. 

Purfuing the fame principle, the extraordi- 
nary expences of the ^rmy for the duration of a^ 
camp^'ign were calculated ; and, to avoid being 
led into error, an eftimate was made according 
to the moft expenfive campaign of the laft war. 
and during which the moft bloody battles had 
l)cen fought, that is to fay, the canapaign of the 

M 4 year 
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year 1757* It is better, in this kind of valua- 
tiort, rather to increafe than to diminifti the fum; 
becaufe there is no evil in a furplus, but tl\erc 
is great rifk in deficiency. 



CHAP. 
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C H A Pt IV. . 

Of the moft important Events which happened from 
the Tear 1774 to the Tear 1778. 

ff 

1774,TT well may be imagined that the jca«r 
X loufy, [ hatred, and envy, which the 
difmeml^ennent of Poland had excited among 
the powers of Europe, were not very fuddenly 
diffipated. The affair was recent, and the fen-r 
fation it had occafioned was too .ftrong for fovc- . 
reigns to behold with the eye of habit an event 
by which their felf-love had been wounded. . 
f^rance, with fecret diagrin, recoUeded the ufe* 
lefs efforts Ihe had made to fupport the confe<» . 
deration of Bar; nor could .Ihe conceal from.- 
herfelf the ill fuccefs of the war (he had coun- 
felled the Turks to undertake againft Rulfia. 
She was in fome degree hymbled to perceive 
that a monarchy like hers fhould have fo litde 
influence in the troubles by which Poland had 
been diftrafted; nor did (he lefs apprehend the 
friendly intercourfe which began to take place 
between the emprefs queen, the cmprcfs of 
Ruflia, and the king of Pruflia. Such a union 

would give thefe powers a too decifiye prepon- 
derance 
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dcrancc in Europe, for the court of Verfailles 
to behold it with indifFe^ent eyes. But appear- 
ances were deceitful ; the friendfliip of the three 
powers was far from being fo firm as the public 
might imagine. 

Louis XVI. had lately afcended the throne. 
A biftiop put the political will, which the dau- 
phin, the father of the king, had confided to 
him, into his hands, that he mi^t give it his 
fon when he (hould arrive at monarchy. The 
king impofed it as a law upon himfelf to follow 
in all things the will of his father; and it was in 
confequence of this will that M. dt Maurepas, 
who had been difgraced by Louis XV. became 
the prime minifler of Louis XVI.; that M* 
d* Aiguillon was exiled ; and that the dufce de 
Choifeul for ever loft all hope of being reftorcd 
td fevour. M. de Maurepas approached his 
eightieth year; he had long been minifter under 
the preceding reign, was acquainted with the 
routine of bufinefs, was poflcffed of a mind em- 
bcUifhed by tafte, and a head capable of vaft 
dbfigns; but he no longer was of an age, as wo 
have remarked, when the foul, ardent and over- 
flowing, boldly undertakes grand enterprifSw. 
The mal-aKfaninifbation of the finances, under 
the preceding reign, might lead to A g^er4 
bankruptcy. He was the mcyre defpondent at 

the 
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thefuppoficioa bectufe Tuch a baiUcruptcy would> 
ar Icaft^ have ruined forty thoufand familiest 
who had placed their whole wealth in the public 
funds; and though nainifters have little feeling 
for the miferies of the people, they arc very 
nsoA alive to the Idame which mud neceflarily 
&U upon themfelves. 

The treaty of Verfailles, though of little ad- 
vants^e to France, ftill was in being. M. 
de Maurepas had further to ad cautiouily re- 
fpefting the young queen, fifterofthc emperor 
Jofeph IL and dauber of Maria Therefa, who, 
aided by a fmall (hare of complaifance, was 
daily liable to gain fufficient afcendancy over 
the underftanding of the king, her confort, to 
govern him entirely. Hence this old Mentor 
of a pupil who had no fixed charader was alter- 
nately obligied to cmfioy prudence and fortitude^ 
left the fceptre of the kingdom ffaould degene- 
rate into a diftaff. 

France, on the other hand,, the eternal rival 
of England, with plafure bdield the riiing 
trembles in America, between the colonies and 
the mother country. She fecretly encour^ed 
the fpirit of revok which there began u> be ma- 
nifeft; and animated tbe Americans to main- 
tain their rights, agaii^ the defpocifia which 
George IIL wifted to eftablifh; prcfenting 

them. 
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them, at the fame time, with a profpcd of the 
fuccour they might expeft, from the friendflup 
of the moft chriftian king. 

The court of London afforded a pidiire 
very different from that we have jufl fketchedi. 
The Scotch earl Bute governed the king and,^ 
the kingdom. Refembling thofe malignantly 
fpirits of which we continually fpeak, but which 
we never fee, he concealed both himfelf BXid his 
operations in deep darknefs. His emiflaries,- 
his creatures, were the engines by which he' 
moved the political machine, according to his- 
will. His fyftem of politics was that of the o^ 
tories, who maintain that the happiaefs of Eng- . 
land requires the king fhould enjoy defpotip 
power; and that, far from contrading alliancet . 
with the monarchs of the continent. Great Bri- 
tain ought folely to confine hcrfelf to extend- 
ing the advant^es of her commvce. Pans> 
in their eyes, is what Catrthage was in the eyes 
of Cato the cenfor. Bute, had he pofTeiTed the 
power, and the means of colleding them, would 
in a fingle day have dcfl:roye4 all the fhips of 
France. Imperious and fevere in government, , 
with little deUqtcy in his choice of expedients, 
his ill addnrfs in tho coodudt of public bufinefs 
was greater even than his obftinacy. ^ 

That hq migltt Accompli^ his ^ grand views, 
.'/ this 
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this minifter began by introducing corruption 
into the houfe of commons* A million ftcrling, 
which the nation annually paid the king for the 
fupport of his civil lift, fcarcely was fufficient to 
fatisfy the venality of the parliamentary mem- 
bers. This fum, deftined for the maintenance 
of the royal family, the court, and the pay of 
ambaffadors, being annually employed to rob 
the nation of its energy, there only remained to 
George III. for his houfehold and the fupport of 
the royal dignity at London, the five hundred 
thoufand crowns which hp drew from his elec- 
torate of Hanover. The Englilh nation, de- 
graded by its own fovereign, henceforth had no 
will but his ; yet, as if fuch numerous prevarica- 
tions were infufficient, the ear] of Bute was dc- 
firous of ftriking a more bold and decifi ve ftroke, 
that he might more haftily accomplifti the de- 
fpotifm to which he afpired. 

For this purpofe, he prevailed on the king to 
lay arbitrary taxes on the American colonies, as 
well that he might thereby increafe his revenues 
as to give an example of what, in future times, 
might be imitated in Great Britain. But we 
(hall perceive that the confequences of this a6t 
of defpotifm were by no means correfpo^dent to 
. his cxpeftation. 

The 
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The Americans, whom govemmait bad not 
deigned to corrapt, openly oppofed a tax (b 
contrary to their rights, their cuftoms, and efpe* 
cially to the liberties which from their firft rfU- 
blifliment they had enjoyed. A wife govern^ 
ment would have been in haile to appeafe theft 
rifing troubles; but the £ngli(h minifby aded 
on other principles, and excited new broils with 
the colonies, by endeavouring to oblige them 
to purchafe, from the merchants who were pof- 
fefled of the monopoly, certain kinds of mer- 
chandize brought fn>ni the Eaft Indies. 1 775? 

The rigour and the violence of tiiefe pro- 
ceedings made the vtvok of the Americans uni- 
verfal. A congrefs was held at Philadelphia^ 
in which they renounced the Englifti yoke, that 
was become infupportable ; and declared them- 
felves free and independent. From this time 
we (hall find Great Britain engaged in a ruinous 
war with her own colonies. 

But, if lord Bute difcovered his incapacity by 
incurring the war, this incapacity appeared ftill 
more vifible in carrying it on when war was 
incurred. He had the fimplicity to fuppofe 
that feven thoufand regulars was a fufficient 
Dumber of troops to fubjugate America ; and>^ 
as he did not pofiefs all the genius of Newton, ia 
calculation^ he was continually deceived. Gene* ^ 

ral 



tal Walhington, ndio was called at Iu:>ndon the 
chief of the rebeb^ gained^ at the commeiioe* 
iincDt of hofitilitiesy &mc advantages over the 
royalifts iwho^ were affibmbled near Boflon. The 
king, who ex|>eded to bear of vidories,was fur- 
prifed at receiving the news of this check ; and 
^vernment faw itfelf obliged to change its 
measures. It was evident that the number of 
troops in America was too feeble to accompliiOi 
the delign that was intended to be executed ; an 
army therefore muil be procuredf though the 
numerous diiEcukies of procuring and aflem- 
bling an amfijr were felt* 

The Englilh^ in all ages^ have wanted art and 
fubtlety in negotiation. Vehemently grafping 
thek own intereft, they know not how to flatter 
the ki^^erefts of others : they imagine that by 
o&riiig their guineas tfaey may obtain what they 
pleaie. 1776. They firft addrefled themfelvcs 
to the emprefs of Ruflia, to whom their demands 
were the more offenfive becaufc the haughtinefs 
of this fbvere^ held it much beneath her 
dignity to accept fubfidies, from any power. 
In Germany they at length found covetous or 
ruined princes who accepted their money, with 
which they purchafed twelve thoufand Heffians, 
four thoufand men from Brunfwick, twelve hun* 
dred from Anfpach, and as many from Hanau ; 

without 
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■ without including fomc hundreds with whom 
they were furnifticd by the prince of Waldeck. 
Befide thefe they fent four thoufand Hanoverians 
to Gibraltar and Port-Mahon, xo relieve the 
Englilh garrifons who were (hipped off in tranf* 
ports for An^^<^*« 

All thefe troops fcrved under the commai^ 
of lord Howe and his brother the admiral *, as 
we (hall relate in its place* Each campaigrl 
coft England (ix millions fterling, or thirty-fix 
millions of crowns. The debt of Great Britain 
was at * that^time cftimated at the fum of nine 
hundred millions of crowns« One campaign 
'would not be fufficient to fubjed the colonies^ 
and thus it was forefeen that the national debt 
would foon exceed ten hundred millions of 
crowns. The following campaign was pro- 
duftive of no decilive event. The Americans 
maintained their caufe againft (ir William Howe, 
and all the re-inforcements by which he had 
been joined; and, toward the clofe of the year 
1777, fortune began to declare in favour of the 
colonies. : * , 

* General Burgoyne, in obedience to the orders 
of the court; departed from Canada, with thir- 

•• This is.a.miftakc. Sfr William Howe was the gjeneral, 
tnd lord vlfcount Howe the admiral. T. 

^ *' - teen 
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teen thoufahd lAcn t6 tnorch to Bofton, iieiCbrcl- 
ing to the plan which had b*en givfen him td 
put in execution ; >Vhilc; fir Williadl HoWft, tvhd 
^vas infohned of hothiilg that ^afTed^ had f^izcfd 
on Philadelphia^ The dfefedt 6f liot afting iri 
concert completed the miri df the tkufe. Bur-^ 
goyhe, who was in waht of horfes fbi* the tranf- 
port of proVifions, and had uridertakeh 4h iiii- 
Ipraifticable expeditions iAiprafticable relative 
to fubliftence, was obliged to furrehder hitrifelf 
and his army prifoners to thofe Attieric£UQ& 
whom in ifhaginatioh he had fubjligatfcd; ' 

An event like this would formerly have made 
the whole people rerolt againft the governmenti 
On the prefent oecaiion it only produced fomd 
feeble murmurs : fo much more powerful was 
the loVc of riches thah the love of their country; 
vand fo much did this nation^ once fo noble and 
fo generous, prefer pcrfonal advantage to gene* 
ral welfarcw The king of England, who perti- 
naciouily fupported the fyftem of ButCi was but 
rendered the mord obftinate by the difficulties 
which continually ftarted up. Little fenfible of 
the misfortunes which Would alight On his peo- 
ple, his ardour for the feiecution of his projefts 
im^reafed; and, that he itiight gain the fbpcr 
riority in America^ he negociated in every court 

vol* iVi N of 
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of Germany^ purpofely to ohtsia fuch further 
Aiccours as they could af&rd. 

The empire already felt the lo($ of the numer- 
ous men which had been drafted from k, and 
traiifported into diftant climates ; and the king 
' of Pruflia beheld with pain Germany deprived 
of its defend^Si efpecially (bould a new war be 
kindled; for^ in the troubles of 1756^ Lower 
^xony and Weftphalia alone had fupplied an 
army» with which the prop^s of the French had 
been impeded and deranged. For thb reafon 
he difputed the paflage of this m>op6 which die 
princes granted to EngbuKl^ when fuch troops 
were obliged to pafs through the country of 
Magdeburg^ of Minden^ or by the Lower 
Rhine* 

This was but taking a feeble revenge for the 
evil proceedings of the court of London, rela- 
«tive to the city and poot of Dantzic ; neither 
did the king defire to come to extremities. 
Long experience had taught him that a mukt- 
tude of enemies are fcnmd in the world, and 
that we ought not in fport to raife up foes. 

Such is the general idea we may form of 
England, during the flibrt fpace of -time of the 
events of which we here plopofe to write. We 
(hall quit this country forthe prcfent^that we may 

give 
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give an abftraft o( fuch memorable incidents 
as happened during the fame epocha in Ruflia. 

1774. The Qm|>refs of Ruflia concluded 
peace with the Turks, fefplendent with glory 
by the foccefs which her troq)s had met with 
agaiitft her enemies, during the war. But 
government was nearly exhaufted of men and 
money ; and the ftate of aJffairs was To uncertain 
that the grand vizir himfelf declared to prince 
Repnin, ambafikdor at the Porte, that, unlefs 
die khan of the Crimea fhould return under 
die dominion of the Porte, ^d the cmprefs of 
Ruffia Siodd rdlore Kerfch and Jenikala, the 
peace whidi had been extorted from the Turks 
tould not be lof long continuance. The Ruffian 
troops, on this declaration, . occupied Perekop; 
and hoftihties immediately recommenced in the 
Crimea. This was not a formal and open war, 
in which two grand armies encamp in prefence 
of each other, but a war of incurfions. Turici(h 
troops difembarked in various places, which 
occafioned Jdrmiflies, and in which the Ruffians 
were continually vidorious. 

Such a ftate of incertitude difturbed the em- 
prefs, becaufe fbe was obliged to aflcmble m 
army on the frontiers <rf Tartary, and to keep a 
large body o£ men at Kiow ; to oppofe, if necef- 
iary^ acoqwof forty^houfand Turk^, encamped 

N2 near 
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near Bender; who, traverfing Poland, might 
eafily march thence toward thofe Ruffian pro-* 
vinces, which are fituated on the oppofitc (here 
of the Niefter. Thus, without being either at 
peace or war, the expences of the cmprefs were 
as great as though war had been declared be- 
tween the two powers. 

1773. The internal affairs of the court of 
Petcrlburg fiirniflied events of another nature, 
but which equally appertain to the hiftory of 
the times. The emprcfs, feeing her fon the 
grand duke of a proper age to marry, dclibc-' 
rated concerning the choice of a proper confort, 
who it was neceffary (hould be a German 
princefs, whofe age and perfon (hould be found 
agreeable to her fon. A choice like this was no 
matter of indifference to the court of Berlin ; 
for fuch a new cbnncftion might become favour- 
able or unfavourable to the Pruffian interefts. 
There was a dearth of princeffes at that time in 
Germany, where there were not above three or 
four who might be feleded, becaufe that fome 
were too old, others too young. Thofe on 
whom the choice might alight were, a fifter ol 
the eledtor of Saxony, a princefs of Wurtem- 
berg, too young, and three princeffes, daughters 
of the landgrave of Darmftadt. The elder fifter 
of the three princeffes of Darmdadt was married 

10 
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tfl the prince of Pruflia; therefore much was 
to be gained (hould one of thefe princeffes be* 
come grand dutchefs; for the ties of family, 
added to thofe of alliance, would then feem to 
announce an increafing (lability to the fubfifting 
union betwen Prufl5a and Ruffia, Every engine 
was employed by the king to accomplilh this 
purpofe, and he was fortunate enough to be 
C9mpletely fuceeftful. The princeffes of Darm- 
ftadt paffed tbroygh Berlin, and arrived at 
Peteriburg, The apple was beftowed on the 

fecond of thf daughters of the landgrave, and 
the marriage was folemnly <:elebratedj but it 
was unfuopefsful, and was the cavife 9f a great 
number of cabals and v^jcatioys f(:pne5» 

New difputes, at the faqi? time, arofe at War- 
faw, concerning the ppffeflSons which the co- 
psirtitioning powers occupied in Poland. Th? 
Sarmatians *,with bitter complaints, accufed the 
Auftrians and Pruffians pf having ei^tended their 
limits much beyond what had been granted theni 
by treaty. Their remonftrances mad? ap irnpref- 
fion on th« empreft of Ruflia, whofe ambition, 
applauding itfelf for having beftowed provinces 
pn great monarchs, was ftiU more flattered by 

* The word 2» employed figuratively to fignlfy barbarfans, 
Itiid geographically for the Poles % Poland being a part of 
incient Sarmatia. T^ 
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fixing the bounckries of thcfe prdvinccs. Ta 
prevent the confequcneeis which might refuk 
from the diffatisfaftten rf the emprefs, if not 
imniediately appeafed, the king determined to 
fend prince Henry to Peterflburg, under the 
pretence of pajring a vifit to the emprefe, by 

whom he had been invited to her court. Here 
it is neceflary to add that the king had concerted 
with the court of Vienna, and agreed, that the 
two powers fhould prefcrve their pofleffions in- 
tire, fufFering the Poles to complain, and endea- 
vouring to pacify the court of Ruflfia. But 
prince Kaunitz, enamoured of his politics, in- 
tending to. embroil the courts of Berlin and 
Peterfburg, declared to the latter fhat the em- 
prefs queen, with no other motive b\it the defire 
of obliging the emprefs of Ruffia, determined 
to feftore a part of the palatinate of Lublin, all 
the diftrids which lie beyond the right (hore of 
the Bug, the town of Cafimir, and fome other 
encroachments which (he ftill held, to the re- 
public of Poland. 

Prince Henry therefore arrived, at Peterfburg, 
under circumftances equally fingular and vexa- 
tious. He had to combat with the French, die 
Spaniard$i and the Auftrians. Scarcely bad he 
been favoured with an intertiew by the cmprcft 
b^for? ^c ^r^md dutchefs died, after bringing a 

dead 
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dead ddld into the world. The princcj being 
prefent at this fcene, aided the empref9 at a mo* 
ment fo mournful^ as much as was in his power. 
He particularly direded his cares to the grand 
duke^ who was overwhelmed by a fpedlacle as 
new to htm as it was gloomy. He did not quit 
him ; and> after having contributed to the re« 
ftoration of his healthi he completed his wcH'k 
by eifefting the entire reconciiiatioo of the mo«* 
ther and the fon^ the mifunderftanding between 
whom had been greatly increafed^ iince tha 
marriage of the grand duke^ and had infpired 
apt>rehenfions that very ferious confequences^ 
to one or the other> might be the refulc. 

The emprefs was highly aflfeded by the fer** 
vice which had been rendered her^ by prince 
Hc^iry^ and from that tinte his inHuence daily 
increa&d. Of this influence be prefently madf 
good ufe. The emprefs intended her fon (hould 
C|uickly be provided with another confort. Th« 
prince propofed the princefs of Wurtembergt 
the grand niece of the king ; which propoiQ4 
was immediately accepted. It was further de* 
termined that prince Henry fhould condud the 
grand duke to Berlin^ where he (hould meet 
the princefs^ and where pledges (hbuld mutu* 
ally be ^ve^ : after which the grapd duke was 

N^ to 
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fo return with his confort to Ruflia, that tl\^ 
fiuptials might t)€ celebrated at Peterlburg. 
. The prince found greater difficulties in elud^ 
ing thfs reftitutions which the Poles demanjded 
of the king. An example of reftitution had 
been afforded by the court oi Vienna, and 
Ruffia infiftcd his majefty (hould imitate 
the condud of that court. The affair was 
0ierefore confided to the mediation of M. von 
Stackdberg, the Ruffian ambaflkdor in l^oland ; 
and, after having managed the buiinefs as well 
as circumftances would permit, the court of 
Berlin reftored a part of the lake of Goplo, 
the right Ihorc of the river of Drevenza, and 
fome villages in the vicinity of Thorn, to the 
republic. We (hall not here give a drcumftan-r 
^al account of the reception of the grand 
duke, which was One perpetual feilival from 
the frontiers to Berlin, at which city luxury 
and tafte contended for the honours that wer^ 
rendered this illuflrious foreigner. It ^as not 
imagined at Vienna that the grand duke would 
go to Berlin. Prince Kaunitz, depending on 
the fuccefs of his iniidious arts, was pecfuaded 
thaty his court having been the firft to reitor<; 
fome diftrifts to tjie Poles, he had by this com-^ 
plaifanpe irr^ediably ^embroiled the spurts of 



>.■• 



MIMOXUS AFTER THE PEACE. 185 

Berlin and Petcriburg ; whereas, at the very 
anftant he was enjoying his imaginary triumph, 
he was ioformed that the grand duke was at 
Berlin; that he had efpoufed the princeis of 
Wurtemberg ; and that the intimacy between 
Fru^i^ and Ryfjiia had ipcreaf^d to friend* 
(hip, 

But^ though this miiufler had failed in his 
attempt in Ru$a, he indemnified hio^felf at the 
cxpence of the TurkSr Fqr the court of Vienna, 
under the pretence of regulating the limits which 
feparat? Hungary and Wallachia^ had feized 
on the di{lri£t of the Buckowina^ which ex- 
tends to within a mile of Chotzim. , The Turks 
had been ignorant enough, or more properly 
fpeakit^ ftupid enough, to confent to this dif^ 
membcrment of their ftates, without regei^ing 
any equivalent by which it might have \>cc^ au- 
thorifed, and without cgmplaim* Other powers 
4id not think in the famQ manper. Ruflla had 
yeafon to be jealous of the acquifition of the 
fiourt of Vienna, toward the Dnieftcr, bccaufe 
fuch poffeffion?, by approaching fo near td 
Chofzim, empowered the Auftrians to difpute 
0ie paflage of the Dnicfter with th? Ruf- 
^ns, whenever the latter (hould attenjpt to 
(^tfn4 their conquefts^ either into Mpldavia 
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or Wallachia ; or, even Ihould they fuffer 
their ttoops to pafs, the^Auftrians, by being 
niaftcrs of the Buckowina, might cut off their 
fubfiftcnce ; or at Icaft incline the balance 
in anyiwSars between the Ruffians and the 
Turks, according as they (hould find it moft 
to their intereft. 

1774. The Auftrians, likewifc, inceflantly 
caballed at Conftantinople, that they might 
increafe the animofity which the laft peace 
had occafioned between the Porte and Ruf* 
fia, and give rife to new quarrels. The 
ftench, on their part, were equally aftive. Thefe 
clandefline arts at length produced their efieft 
on the grand Seignor^^ and were the cmk of 
the declarations alre^y mentioned^ that were 
made to prince Repnin,and of that fpecies of 
^ar in the Crimea which was afterward ap» 
peafed* ' Vienna was at this time the hot-bed 
of Europe for projefts and intrigues ; and that 
haughty court, that (he might overawe all 
otherSj^ extended her views on every fide, that 
with them (he might extend her limits, and in* 
gulph thofe ftatcs in her monarchy which (he 
found conveniently fituated for her purpofe. 
Toward the eaft, (he meditated the addition of 
Servia and Bofnia to her vaft poffeffions; on 
the fouth, tempted to feizc on countries that 

belonged 
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belonged to the republic of Venice, ftie only 
waited for an opportunity that might enable her 
to join Trieftc and the Milanefe to Tyrole, by a 
difmemberment to be made at her good plea- 
fure. Nor was this fufficicnt : Oie promifed 
herfelf that foon after the death of the duke of 
Modena, the heirefs of whom had been eC- 
poufed by an arch-duke, (he might claim the 
dutchy of Ferara poffefled by the popes, and 
defpoil the king of Sardinia of the Tortonefe; 
and the diftrift of Alexandrino, as having al- 
ways appertained to the dukes of Milan. On 
the weft, Bavaria prefented her with a moft al- 
luring morfel ; in the neighbourhood of Auftria, 
it opened her a paflage toward the Tyrole. 
Foflefling this, the houfe of Auftria would be- 

> 

Tiold the Danube almoft perpetually flow through 
her domains. 

Exclufive of this reafon, it was fuppofed. con- 
trary to the intereft of the emperor to fuffer 
the union of Bavaria and the Palatinate under the 
fame prince ; and, as fuch an inheritance would 
have rendered the eledtor palatine too puiflant, 
the emperor held it to be better policy to take 
it to himfelf. 

Afcendingthe Danube^wc come to the dutchy 
of Wurtemberg, on which the court of Vienna 
imagined (he had legitimate claims. Thcfe via- 

rious 
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<if the diagrifi he felt to cTcape him/ at behold^ 
lag the excellent diUblifliments of mtnu6adures^ 
tra^e^ md other fimilar circuoaftaaces, wluch all 
were fo many pcoafe of national ioduftry. Tri* 
fling a3 fuch incidents were, they did not efcape 
the fagacity rf the Fcench. The empercM: had 
diflinguiflied himiieif by his polkeneTs at the 
court i but, laying left conftraint on himfelf in 
the country^ he rather appcaued to envy than 
lovie the aadofi ihr 013^ which he travelled, and 
loft all that influence which by engaging arts he 
hadatcqwtd» 

In another poiat of view, this journey made 
It very difieceitt iovpceffiofi en Jofeph II. He 
had yifited the provinces of Normandy, Brittany, 
Provence, Languedoc, Burgundy, and Frianche 
pomt6 ; all which bad formerly been governed 
by fovereign princes, thot^h vaflals, and during 
a fucceffion of paft ages had gcaduaHy been in« 
Gorporated with the French noonaaxhy. Such 
pbje<^ which ftruck hin^ forcibly, occa£oned, 
according to him, the humiliating comparifon 
he made between this mafs, all governed by 
pne chief, and the Germanic body ; of which 
indeed he, as emperor, was the head, but 
;unong the members of which he met wkh kings 
and fovereigns fyfficiently puiffimt to refill, and 
even make war iipon him* Had he poffefled 

.3 ^h« 
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the meansj he would iAceflandy have reunited 
all the prorinces of the empire to his domains^ 
that he might reader himfelf monarch of dif* 
tn&s fo vzik, and tims ratfe him(elf fuperior co 
all the monardis of Europe. 

Such were the <lreams by which he was con* 
tinually haunted ; fuch die pixge6bs of wbich^ it 
was his opinion, the houfe of Auftria never 
ou^t to lofe ^fi^t. From principles thus am^ 
iHtious was tl»e ardour derived widi which he 
oyveted Bavaria; and, idthough the death of 
the eleftor did not appear to him near^ he 
omiued nothing which might bring the eledor 
pahtine and his minifters over to his interefts. 

The king of Pruffia, ^ver attendve to the 
procedure of the court of Vienna, was one of 
the fiift to difcovor the myftery. That court 
was too dangerous, and too puiflant, to be neg- 
lefted ; beiide that, in order to oppofe the 
projefts of an enemy, it is necefTary thofe pro- 
jcfts fhould be known. The refult of the va- 
jioxjt (aSts which we have juft related was that 
the tranquillity of Europe was every where me- 
naced ; the embers were glowing under the 
<a(hes, and the leaft breath would fet them in 
flames. Ruflia was in momentary ^xpeftatiou 
of being attacked by the Turks ; for, thougii 
war was not declared, hoftilities were commit- 
ted. 
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ted by both parties. The lafl war had bee* 
attended with very enormous expences, arid 
RulOa had been almoftexhaufted.by it; mortf 
cfpecially becaufe of the ravages of Pugatfchef^ 
in the province of Cafan^ and of the defttuC- 
tion of the mines, the revenues of which, in 
thefe countries, are very coniideirabk. 

Thus was a youthful emperor, devoured by 
ambition and avaricious of fame> waiting at 
Vienna the opportunity that (houid enable him 
to trouble tl)e repofe of Europe. He poffeflfed 
two generals, Daudoa and Lafty^ who had ac- 
tjuired reputation in the preceding war. His 
army was better maintained, and dn a more eX'- 
cellent efbblifhment, than it had ever been« 
He had increafed the number of his fi<eld piecee 
t>f artillery till they amounted to two thoufand. 
His finances indeed, flill fenfible of the immenfe 
cxpences of the laft war, were not equally itt 
good condition. The debts of the ftatc were 
eftimated at a hundred millions of crowns, the 
intereft of which had been reduced to four pier 
cent ; but the people were loaded with the moft 
rigorous taxes, and each day gave birth to new. 
In defpite of all the money which, by oppreffing 
the provinces, was collefted at Vienna, after de- 
ducing the fixed and ftated expences, according 
to the written documents, there only remained 

z twa 



two millions to the cinprefs queen, of which (he 
could difpofe. Thus there were no other funds 
than the money, amounting to four millions of 
crowns, which marihal Lafcy had faved out of 
the army allowance. But, by the clcaftnefs with 
which the bank of Vienna had paid the intcr^« 
of the loans of the court, credit was fo well fe- 
cured and confolidatcd, in Holland and at Ge- 
noa, that, (hould the court think proper to have 
recourfe to new loans, there was little doubt but 
it would find new refources. To this good ftate 
of public credit add a ftanding army of a hun- 
dred and feventy thoufand men, and every rea- 
der will allow that Auftria was at this time a 
more formidable power than it ever had been, 
under any of the preceding emperors, not eveii 
excepting Charles V. 

If we compare the political ftate of France, 
fuch as it has here been defcribed, to what it 
was during the flouriftiing period of the reign of 
Louis XIV. we (hall find it to have greatly de- 
clined. The fecundity of the kingdom (eemed to 
be cxhaufted, it appeared no longer capable of 
producing men of fuch vaft genius as thofe by 
whom in that age it was honoured. Overwhelm- 
ed by enormous debts, it was inceflantly in wane 
of expedients. A comptrdler general of the fi- 
nances was fuppofed to be an alchymift : he 

VOL. IV. O w» 
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was required to make gold ; and, when he could 
not furnifti fufficicnt for all demands, he was 
immediately difmifled. Eleftion, at length, was 
made of M. Nccker, calvinift as he was. It 
perhaps was hoped that a heretic, fiend againft 
fiend, by making a compadt with the devil^ 
might find fupplies neceffary for the purpofes 
of government. The ftate maintained a hun- 
dred thoufand regular troops, and a body of 
fixty thoufand militia. The ports of the king- 
dom contained no fliips. M. de Maurepas em- 
ployed the moment when England fo unfea- 
fonably made war on her colonies to renovate 
the French marine. The workmen -were aftive 
in all the dock-yards ; in the year 1776, thirty- 
fix Ihips of the line were built ; and in 1778 
the number was augmented to fixty-fix, without 
including frigates, and other veflels. The 
iflands and colonies of America were dU fur- 
nilhed with troops. The French perhaps did 
not pay the fame attention to their pofleflions 
in the £^ Indies, 

So many preliminary fteps ought to have 
opened the eyes of the Englifli ; ought to 
have pro^ofticated an approaching rupture 
with France, had tliey been capable of fore- 
fight* The fituation of France, though little 
fplendid, did not the lefs dfeferve the attention 

of 
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of Other powers* Her debts denied her the 
ability of maintaining a long war j but, ftrength- 
cned by the alliance of Spain, and the aid which 
(he might then deduce, (he was feen to watch 
the moment when (he might fall like a hawk 
on his prey, and avenge on Great Britain all 
the evils the latter had inflifted in the courfe of 
the preceding war. It may in general be af- 
firmed that no fubjed of importance, either in 
Germany or the fouth of Europe, could be 
treated on, nor any plan concerted, without the 
concurrence of that power. 

England, as we have faid, was under the yoke 
of the tones, overwhelmed in debt, and en- 
gaged in a ruinous war, by which this national 
debt was annually increafed by a fum equal to 
thirty-fix millions of crowns. That her right 
arm might combat with her left, (he exhaufted 
every refource, and was haftily (triding toward 
decay. Her minifters added fault to fault, and 
the greateft of their errors was carrying a war 
into America, from which it was impoflible any 
advantage (hould be derived. This nation quar- 
relled with every other ; and with a^ little rca- 
fon as with America, the French^excepted, for 
they are the perpetual enemies of England. Bu^ 
the court of London was on equally bad terms 
with Spain^ relative to the difputes that had 
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arifen concerning Falkland's iflands ; and, after 
the death of the laft king of Portugal, England 
had entirely loft the influence (he had pofleflcd 
in that kingdom. Her haughty, rigorous, and 
defpotic proceedings, toward the governor of St. 
Euftatia, had deprived her of the friendftiip and 
confidence of the United Provinces. The king 
of England, as eledor of Hanover, had given 
difcontent to the court of Vienna, by refufing 
pafTports for horfes to remount the Auflrian 
cavalry, which had always been granted in 
fimilar cafes. He had diflatisfied the emprefs 
of Ruflia, and fince the adventure of his fitter, 
queen Matilda, the enmity of Denmark was 
become manifeft. The king of Pruflia had 
greater fubjefts of complaint than all die reft. 
He had to reproach the Englifli monarch with 
the peace he had concluded with France, by 
which England had abandoned Pruflia, and with 
all the arts that had been ufed to difpoflefs him of 
the portof Dantzic. En gland therefore could only 
attribute the manner in which jfhe was generally 
abandoned and avoided to her own mifconduA. 
Sweden, though ftie had changed her form of 
government, had not acquired new ftrength. 
The balance of trade was unfavourable to her. 
She po lonfirer received rtie fubfidies of France, 
She therefore fcarccly had the means of felf de- 
fence. 
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fence, and found herfelf wholly unable to at- 
tack. 

Denmark >was in pofleffion of a good fleet, 
and thirty thoufand foldiers ; but her debility 
was nearly on a level with that of Sweden. 

The king of^ardinia found himfelf tied hand 
and foot, as it were, by the alliance of France 
and Auftria.' Of himfelf he could efFeft no- 
thing : he only was of confequence when aided 
ty fome puiflant ally ; -and, in the prefent ftate 
of affairs, he could not be ranked higher thaA 
Sweden and Denmark. 

Poland, abounding with bufy but trifling 
pcrfons, maintained no more than fourteei^ thou- 
fand men ; nor were her finances fulRcient to 
put this fmall number of troops in motion. The 
Ruffian ambafTador governed this kingdom, in 
the name of the emprefs, nearly in the fame 
manner as the pro-confuls formerly governed 
the provinces of the Roman empire. What 
therefore was thought or prcgefted at Warfaw 
was in reality of no moment. It was enough to 
know what had been determined oil at Peterf- 
l)urg, in order to form a judgment concerning 
Poland. -^-„ - 

Pruffia had enjoyed fome tranquillity during 

the peace. Attentive to the projefts that were 

forming by her neighbours, but not diredly in- 
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tcrfering in any of them, {he had principally 
applied herfelf to the renovation of her ruined 
provinces. The increafe of popvilation had 
been confiderable. The revenues of the f^tc 
were augmented more than one-fourth, com-- 
pared to their amount in 1756. The army was 
entirely re-eftabli^hedj and, from the year 1774, 
the king had maintained a hundred pd eighty- 
fix thpufand men> well difcipjinefl, and ^^hom 
he could at any time bring into the field. Mpft 
of bis fortreffes were finifhed, and in good con- 
dition. His magazines were filled for one cam- 
paign, and he |iad fufficient fums in refervc 
fingly to fupport a war for fome year?, 

Ruffia was the only ally of Pruflia ; nor 
would any other have been neceflary, had there 
not been reafon to fear that a new war, in the 
Crimea, ipight ^prevent the emprefs of Ruffia 
from furniihing the king with that aid which 
(he was, by treaty, obliged to fiirnifh. The 
court of Berlin, having afted with difcre- 
tion toward every power, was not embroiled 
with any one; but the fufpicions which the 
ambitious views of the eipperor elicited occ^- 
fioned it to be foreboded, with certainty, that 
the firft unexpected great event would produce 
an explofion of the volcano. 

Troubles already had arifen in the fnjpire, 

which 
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which were occafioncd by the vifitation of the 
imperial chamber at Wetzlar. This court of 
juflice had executed its functions with great 
injuftice, which was produdkiv? of complaints 
from a number of princes, who were fufFerers 
by its prevarications. Far from punilhing or 
expelling the guilty, who were its creatures, the 
court of Vienna perfifled in giving them fup- 
port. The king of Pruffia and the king of 
England, as eledor^, being at the head of a 
coniiderable party, conftrained the Auftrians to 
cede {f veral points in difpute. 

In fine, look which way he would, the king 
faw the tranquillity of Europe in danger of be- 
ing difturbed. Not to aft inconfideratcly under 
pircumftances fo critical, it was neccflary Pryf- 
£a (hould come to a right underftanding with 
other powers, and (hould be truly informed of 

what were the propcnfities of France. The for- 

•I 

iner alliances between the courts of Q^rlin and 
Verfailles had, ever finpi? the year 1756, been 
interrupted, '^'he war which then broke out, 
the enthuliafm of the French in behalf of Au- 
ftria, tl^e efforts they mutually made to crufli the 
king of Prufli^ (^n expreffion which they fre- 
quently employed) and the animofity which 
had been the confequence, had not difpofcd 
theie courts to terms of atoity. Such wouads 
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mrc too deep, too panful, to be quickly healed; 
After the peat:e of 1 763 aoimofity w^ changed 
into refcrve ; aiid the, court o£ Seriin living 
tmitcd itfeif by txeaty to that of Pcterfburg, as 
^e emprefs of Ruffia did not love Francej the 
king of Pruffia had not, at that time, the power, 
if he wifhed to keep well with his fole ally, to 
be too intimate widi the French, It was for this 
reafon that M. de Guinesj the creature of the 
duke de Choifeul, an amba;flador from the court 
of Verfailles to Berlin, could not negociate with 
all the fuccefs he defired. For in the year 
1770, the affairs of Poland began to be in agi- 
tation, and the king could not, at the fame in« 
ftant, be of the RuflSan party which fupported the 
king, Poniatowflcy, and of that of the French, 
-which lent its aid to the confederation of Bar, 
Thofe incidents that produced the difmember^ 
ment of Poland, of which we have before fpo- 
Icen, foon after foUowed ; and from that time 
fnore than ever all friendlhip with the court of 
-Verfailles was intcrdiiSted. 

Befide the impediments w€ have here recited, 
there was, ftill further, the alliance which fub-* 
fifted between France and Auftria, by which 
more confiderable (hackles were put on all con* 
peftions which might othcrwife have been con- 
flraft^ with France J for, while this treaty fub- 

fifted. 
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iifled, it was impoffible^ without infringing on 
its articles, for France to enter into the views of^ 
the court of Berlin. 

But as, toward the year 1777, ^^ affairs of 
Poland were terminated, and the fcenery of the 
political theatre was entirely changed, befidp 
that a new king, and other miniflers, at that 
time governed France, means were then found 
to conciliate the courts of Peterfburg and Vcr- 
failles; fince the fame adors no longer exifled^ 
and the refentment of the emprefs of Ruffi^ 
could not properly extend to their fucceflbrs. 
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AFTER having related the manner in which 
the partition of Poland was made bettveea 
Ruf&a^ Auflria and Fruffia> we imagined this 
wxnild have been the laft remarkable event dur- 
ing the reign of the king. It was the will of 
Fate however, who fports with human forefigbt, 
that it (hould be otherwife ordained. The fud- 
den death of a prince, of which there was< no 
apparent probability, as fuddenly difturbed the 
peace which Europe then enjoyed. The elcftor 
of Bavaria was feized with the fmall-pox, and 

tlio news of bi$ decafc arrived at the moment 

when 
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when his recovery was hopfed, by all who ^cre 
intcffiftcd }n his prcfervation. F^rom that titricf 
war became ahnoft inevitable, for it was known 
that the Imperial court and the young emperor, 
Jofeph Hi had formed the projeft of invading 
Bavaria, after the death of the eleftor. 

This plan had been conceived by the em- 
peror Francis, who, that he might glofs it over 
with An appearance of juftice, had caufed his fon 
to efppufe the fifter of the ele6tor of Bavaria, 
that be nlight adqUire the claim of the allodial 
inheritance of that fucceffion. But, the priiifcefs 
having died childlefs, the pretext would no 
longer ferve the intended purpofe. The Im- 
perial court, poflcffed of no legal, no apparent 
pretention to that eleftorate, employed certain 
ancient documents and claims of fovereignty, 
which it imagined itfclf to enjoy over the 
fiefs of Bavaria, in right of the fovereignty of 
Bohemia. She had previoufly gained over all 
the minifters of the eleftor palatine, as well as 
the prince himfelf, to whom advantageous efta- 
blifhments were promifed for his na:tural chil- 
dren, provided he would facrifice his legitimate 
focceffors, at the head of whom was the duke 
deDeuxponts, 

Scarcely was the news of the death of the 
rie6tor of Bavaria received at Vienna before a. 

council 
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council was affembled. The emperor propofcd 
to invade Bavaria. The cmprefs queen con- 
fented with reludance to a ftep fo violent; or 
fhe rather fufFered hcrfclf to be won by the per- 
iliafions of prince Kaunitz, who affured her f uch 
an event could have no bad confequences, and 
that Europe, in a ftate of lethargy or confterna- 
tion, would not dare to oppofe the emperor iR 
an cntcrprife equally bold and decifive. 

Sixteen battalions and twenty fquadrons, with 
eighty field pieces, immediately began to march. 
The elector palatine, who was at Munich, 
turned pale at the news; and figned a conven- 
tion in which he abandoned two-thirds of Ba- 
varia to the Auftrians. This violent adion was 
every where rumoured. The charafter of the 
emperor was too well known for Europe not to 
judge that his proceeding did but announce 
further confequences from his headlong ambi- 
tion. In a moment fo critical, fome part muft 
be taken. The torrent muft either be oppofed 
vigoroufly, for if not oppofed it would fweep 
all before it, or every prince in the empire muft 
renounce his privileges and his freedom; fince, 
fliould they remain ina£kive, the Germanic body 
would feem tacitly to approve the right of the 
emperor to arrogate to himfelf, and defpotically 
to feize on, any fucceffion which (hould become 

3 vacant; 
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vacant; which would but tend to the general 
overthrow of thofe laws, treaties, confraterni- 
ties, and privileges, by which the poffeffions 
of thefc princes were confirmed. 

This aflemblage of fatal confequences had not 
efcaped the penetration of the king; but, before 
any violent remedies could be employed, pre- 
liniinary meafures muft be taken. It was re-* 
quifite the duke de Deuxponts ftiould proteft 
tgainfl: the treaty of Munich; that Saxony 
fiiould claim the aid of his majefty, in behalf 
of its allodial fucceffion; and, efpecially, that 
enquiries (hould be niade at the courts of Ver- 
failles and Petcrfburg, that the mode of think- 
ing at thofe courts might be known, and that 
a certainty of their intentions might be obtained. 

The eleftor of Saxony was the firft who ad- 
drefled himfelf to the king, after having in vain 
made application to the cOurt of Vienna, the 
haughtinefs of which did not even deign to 
honour him with an ar>fwer. The eleftor pa^* 
latine, having been ftripped of mc^ of his pof- 
feiiions, was wholly incapable of faf isfying the 
denjands which Saxony- liAd on the allodial fuc* 
ceffion. But the court of Vienna had afted 
with more precipitation thaf^ prudence. She 
had negle<3:ed to fecure the duke de Detaxponts, 
who was the legitimate fucceffof of the eledtor 

2 palatine. 
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palatine, and whofe acquiefcence was abfolutely 
neeeffary, before the treaty of Munich* could Ac 
of any value. She had befide treated the* affktr 
with fo little fecrecy, and caution, that e^ery 
ftep fhc had taken, during the courfe of ten 
years, fince which the pfojeft had been con- 
ceived, was known. T*his it was that induced 
the king to fend count Gortz, incognito, to 
Munich, where he arrived exaftly in time to 
prevent the duke de Deuxponts from cafting 
himfelf headlong down that precipice on the 
brink of which he flood. Count Gortz remon- 
ftrated to him that he would gain notliing by 
ratifying the treaty of his uncle ; but that, on 
the contrary, by protcfting againft the aft, as 
illegal, he would preferve the hope of recover- 
ing a part of the circle of Bavaria, which the 
deAor palatine had given up to Auflxia. The 
force of truth was felt by the young duke, and 
his proteft foon after appeared. He wrote at 
the fame time to the king to requeft his fupporc 
and afliftance. 

From that time thcf affair began to affume i 
regular form. The Court of Berlin, being au- 
thorifed to fupport the claims of the eleftor of 
Saxony and the duke de Deuxponts, was pof- 
fefTed of fufficient motives to begin a negotia- 
tion, with the court of Vienna, concerning the 
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Bavarian {ucceffion. Political fkirmifties were 
the refult, and thefe gave time to gain full infor- 
mation of the part which France meant to take, 
and of what were the fentiments entertained at 
Peterfburg. Affefting ignorance, the court of 
Vienna was rcqueftcd to explain what her pre- 
tended claims on Bavaria were. Doubts were 
recapitulated; the rights of nations, and what- 
ever law and ufage had oppofed to thefe pre- 
tenfions, were alleged. An appeal was made 
to the precife articles of the treaty of Weftphalia, 
by which the fucceffion was regulated. In reali- 
ty, the Imperial court was in the utmoft embar- 
raflmcnt, becaufe, having been furprifed by the 
unexpefted death of the eledor of Bavaria, (he 
had wanted time to give that colouring to her 
ufurpation which might impofe upon the world. 
For this reafon her defence was fo feeble, and fo 
deficient, that it was eafily refuted. 

During this conflift of great events, the king 
found himfelf under more reftraint from the 
aftual fituarion of the preponderating powers 
than from that of Auftria. France and Auftria 
were united by the treaty of Verfailles. Had 
(he, or had (he not, made arrangements with 
the emperor ? Had this monarch promifed her 
celfions in Flanders, provided (he would confent 
to his ufurpation of Bavaria? Which would (he 

prefer. 
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prefer, her guarantee of the treaty of WcftphaHa^ 
or the treaty of Vcrfailles ? In fine, while the 
enfuing difputes (hould continue, would Ihe 
remain neuter, or would (he aflift Auftria? 

To obtain fecurity on all thefe points was of 
the laft importance, that an enterprift might 
not be rafhly undertaken, the confcquences of 
which could not be forefeen^ Every one of 
thefe doubts were fucceflively explained at Ver- 
failles. It was known that the miniftry privately 
difapproved the conduft of theAuftrians; that, 
out of refpeft to the queen of France, the daugh- 
ter of Maria Therefa, no declaration would be 
made againft the emperor ; but neiuier was it 
intended to depart from the guarantee of the 
peace of Weftphalia. 

This was equal to faying it was the intention 
of France to remain neuter, which ihdced ap- 
peared a very trifling part to be a<5ted by fb 
great a power; a power that, in the time of 
Louis XIV. had fixed upon herfelf the eyes of 
aftoniflied Europe. But numerous were the 
motives of this conduft. The tnormoUs load 
of debt which the kingdom bore> and which 
augmenting threatened univcrfal bankruptcy; 
the great age of M. de Maurepas, who was 
then near eighty ; the averfion that the French 
hacion had for a German war, which was in-» 

P a ereafed 
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carcafed by the little rcputation the- French anns 
had acquired in the laft campaigns^ madeagainfl 
the allies^, under the command o£ prince Ferdi- 
nand of Brunfwick ; and the engagements into 
which France had entered with the Englifti colo- 
nies in America, by which fhe had bound her- 
fclf to maintain their independence^ for this was 
the moment when (he had determined to declare 
war by fea on Great Briuin ; by all thefe was 
(he aduated. Her docfc-yards were aftively 
bufied in fitting out numerous fleets, for the 
equipment of which all the money induftry 
could amafs was fet apart^ and nothing re- 
mained fdH other operations. 

The important ftate of the kingdom did not 
prevent the French minifby from beholding, 
with vejcation, the audacious ftrides with which 
the young emperor was approaching defpot- 
ifm. Bavaria was but a gallery to him, through 
which he mvift proceed toward Alfatia and Lor- 
rain. He was at the fame time clearing himfelf 
a road into Lombardy, a projed which infpired 
the king of Sardinia with the greateft appre- 
hcnfionsj and concerning which he made the 
bittereft complaints to France. Thefe various 
defigns, and thefe coUeftive reafons, occafioned 
the miniftry of Verfailles to entertain fentiments 
the mpft favourable id behalf of the king of 

Prufliaj 
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Pruflia ; for they i^rc very willing fome power 
fliould oppofe die unmeafured ambition of a 
youthful monarch, who might extend his pro- 
jcfts of aggrandizement far indeed, fliould he 
not be flopped at die beginning of his career. 
France remained in a kind of apathy, and at 
once beheld the two mofl powerful princes of 
Germany reciprocally enfeeble each other.. 

Such were the difpofitions of the court of 
Verfailles, on which dependence might be 
placed. The fame care was to be e^^erted thaf 
the views and ideas of the court of Peterfburg 
might be penetrated. The emprefs of Ruffia 
was the ally of the king; but fhe was then at 
the eve of a new war with the Porte, by which 
fhe might be incumbered, and deprived of the 
power of fulfilling the engagements fhe had en- 
tered into with Pruflia. It was eafy to forcfee 
die Auflrians would employ artifice, that they 
might accelerate hoftilities between the Ruf- 
fians and the Turks. This would occafion a 
diverfion, which, employing the court of Peterf- 
burg elfewhere, would prevent her from fend- 
ing fuccour to the Pruflians, and confcquently 
would give full fcope to the vafl attempts of the 
emperor. It was of importance to the Pruffians 
that they fliould anticipate the court of Vienna, 
and counteraft thofe intrigues which fhe was pre- 
^ P 3 paring 



$14 POSTHUMOUS WORKS. 

paring to put in pradtice at Conftantinoplc. It 
Mras for that purpofe that the king had recourfq 
to the mediation of France at the Porte. Of 
this mediation the court of Verfailles took 
charge, and, as we proceed with thefe memoirs, 
we ftiall fee that her interference had its effeft. 

The nejgotiation of the French was fcconde4 
by a dreadful affliction. A peftilencc of more 
than common malignity ravaged tjic city or 
Conftantinople, where it committed dreadful 
defolation, and, gaining entrance into the very 
feraglio, obliged the grai^d Seignpr to take re- 
fuge in one pf his palaces at fome diftance froni 
the metropolis. A calamity fo general infpired 
the nation wjth the moft pacific fentiments, and 
appeafed the afti ve and turbulent fpirit of Haffan 
Bacha, high admiral of the Porte, who was the 
real promoter of the war wjiich the gr^nd Seignor 
meditated againfl Ruffia. Thus was the roa4 
fmoothed for the pacific infinuations of France. 

Though thefe different meafures removed 
many impediments, there ftill were other dif» 
ficulties to be furmounted; which difficulties 
originated with the Ruffian ipiftiftry, the mem-^ 
bers of which had few or no ideas of the Ger- 
^lanic fyftcm. The court of Peterfburg was 
n^verthelefs convinced of the injuftice of the 
Cinperpr's procedure, an^ well underftood that; 
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this monarch, who ought to be no more than 
the head of the empire, afpired at rendering 
himfelf its defpot* 

Thus were negotiations carried on in all the 
courts of Europe, while it was perceived at 
Vienna, by the memoirs which baron Riedefel 
prefented, on the part of Pruffia, that the court 
of Berlin reafoned from principles totally op- 
pofite to thofe of the Imperial court, in what 
related to the Bavarian fucceflion. Sufpicions 
were entertained at Vienna; and, imagining 
that an open quarrel might be the confequence, 
it was there determined to aflemble forces in 
Bohemia, at the beginning of March. Orders 
were accordingly fent to the riegiments of Italy, 
and to thofe of Hungai^y, and of Flanders, to 
haflen their march into that kingdom. ^ 

No fooner does an army fo numerous aflemble 
on the frontiers of a province than the fafety 
of the ftate requires an equal force (hould be 
put on foot, or it would be in danger of receiv- 
ing laws from its neighbour. Thefe confidera- 
tions induced the king to put his troops in mo- 
tion, that he might form two armies, each of 
eighty thoufand men. The one, under th« 
command of prince Henry, was to aflemble in 
the vicinity of Berlin ; that H might be ready 

inftantly to join the Saxons, (hould the emperor 
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attempt a^y inyaiion c^ S^xpny. Th? r<^ndq?-t 
vous of the other, which the king ,l\a4 iCcfolved 
to head himfelf, was in Sileiia. His .majefly 
departed from Berlin, on the 4th of April, oa 
his journey tp Br<?flau, whence he repaired yy 
Frankenftein J where, on the fame dfty> the 
troops oi Silefia arrived. Thef? troops fojrmcd 
a corps of thirty thoufand men, with whom it; 
was neceffary to ad on the defenfive, that the 
Pruffian, Pomeranian, and Brandjenhpvirg regi- 
ments might have time to come up. With this 
intent an intrenched ,carnp was prj^pared, in xh^ 
county of Giatz, on thje heights of PifchkowitZj^ 
tlie left of which was flanked by the artillery of 
the fortrefs, and covered l^y the rivulet of the 
Steina, the waters of which, tuf n,ed into a fluice, 
were employed for the purpofe of inundation. 

While thefe preparatory meafures we^ t^ing, 
a courier arrived from t^e emperor with letter^, 
for the king* which contained vague comn^on^ 
place affurances of a defire of maintaining peace, 
and of coming to a better underftanding. The 
monarch replied with all due politenefs, in- 
finiiating that, if the emperor thojught proper to 
limit his pretenfions on Bavaria, peac^ was in 
his own power ; and that moderation would be 

• Copies of the letters will be fpund ^t the end of the 
Memoirs^ 
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mote honourabk to Jbim 4ihtn could the moft 
^endid conqucfts* Tdie goiirieriboa returned 
with another letter^ in which the emperor at<» 
tempted to juftify ^ chums. Thefe were re- 
ftked by argyments drawn from feudal rights^ 
family compads^ and the treaty >of Weftphalia. 
A third courier (ucceeded the fori^ner^ a^d the 
pmperor, pretending to tdzx, propofed a nego- 
tiation^ with which count Cobenzl^ the Auftrian 
fimbailador at Berlin, was entrufted. 

The king cotpprehended that tHe emperor 
wiQied to gain time, that he might aflesible all 
his troops in Bohemia, to fortify the poAs it 
was his intention to occupy, and to coUcft 
horfes for the artillery, baggage, and fubfiftence, 
of which his army was ^11 in want. Yet, as it 
W^ prudent to difcover moderation in purAiing 
his purpofe, that he might not .offend France 
and Ruflia, the king confented to the propofed 
negotiation, though it was eafy to fee what muft 
be the iflue. The Auftrians retailed all their 
infignificant proofs, which were viftoriouily re- 
futed by the Pruflian miniiOters, though this did 
not occafion the court of Vienna to defift in the 
lead from its ufurpations. 

That an end might be put to fuch fruitlefs 
pleadings, an ulti$natum was delivered in- 
forming the Auftrians that^ if they did not con- 

fcnt 
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fcnt to rcftorc the grcatcft part of Bavaria t6 
the eleftor palatine, the refufal would be ua- 
derftood as a declaration of war. 

This was what the emperor wiftied. He 
afpired at rendering himfelf independent of the 
cmprefs his mother, by the command of armies, 
and by the fplendor he (hould acquire from fuc- 
ccfs. But it has generally happened, as con- 
fcquences have fhewn, that his calculations were 
inaccurate and deceitful. He was hated by the 
nobility, who accufed him of intending to lower 
their influence. 

By the 4th of May, the armies, as well that 
of Silefia as that of Saxony, were formed. The 
negotiation of Berlin was broken off, on the 4th 
of July; and on the 6th, the troops began their 
march. The better to conceal what was intend- 
ed, the army of Silefia was cantoned in a kind 
of elbow, from Reichenbach and Frankenftein 
to Neifs. By this pofition it was impoflible for 
the enemy to divine whether the forces of the 
king Ihould incline toward Moravia or into 
Bohemia. The Imperial army had a corps of 
thirty thoufand men in Moravia, commanded 
by the prince of Tefcheri. This corps was in- 
trenched near Heydepiltfch, on the banks of 
the Mora, to cover Olmutz. 

The army of the emperor was behind the 

ElbC:, 
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Elbe, in impenetrable fortifications, from Ko- 
nigfgra^tz, to the fmall town of Arnau. 

The corps of marihal Laudon, confifting of 
between forty and fifty thoufand men, garniihed 
the pofts of Reichenberg, Gabel, and Schlu- 
kenau, toward Lufatia. The chief of his troops 
were between Leutmeritz, Lowoiitz, Dux, and 
Toplitz. f^^-.^ — .* • 

The plan of campaign which the king had 
formed was far different from that he was ob- 
liged to put in praftice. He had propofed to 
carry the war into Moravia, to leave about 
twenty thoufand men to cover the county of 
Glatz, and the paflcs of Landfhut, to turn the 
poft of Heydepiltfch, which was prafticable to 
come to aftion with the Auftrians, and, if he 
fhould be fuccefsful, to fend a detachment of 
twenty thoufand meii, behind the Morava, im- 
piediately for Prefburg, by which he would 
gain the bridge over the Danube, at that place, 
and cut off all the fubfiftence which the Impe- 
rial army (hould draw out of Hungary, Hence 
making incurfions toward Vienna, that court 
would be obliged, for its own fafety, to fend a 
part of its troops on the other fide of the Danube 
to fecure the metropolis; by which means the 
prmies of Bohemia being enfeebled, prince 
Jipnry \y©uld have enjoyed great advantage. 
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and all his operations would have been facUi^ 
L. tated. 

However advantageous this plan might be, 
the king was obliged to defift from putting it in 
execution for the following reafons. 

The Auftrians only left about ten thoufand 
men in Moravia; the remainder, under die 
command of the prince of Tefchen, joined the 
emperor, near Jaromirs. The refult of this 
was that, fhould the king enter Moravia with 
• lixty thoufand men, the whole army of the em- 
peror, amounting to eighty thoufand, would 
have made a diverfion into Lower Silefia, againft 
which the troops that were meant to be left 
under general Wunfch would have been too 
inferior, in numbers, to offer oppofition. This 
would have obliged the king to forfake an offen- 
five war in Upper -Silefia, that he might haften 
to the defence of the county of Glatz, or the 
hills of Landfliut. 

Again; the principal reafon which deter- 
mined the king to enter Bohemia was that the 
cleftorof Saxony feared left the Auftrians (hould 
invade his ftates, and take Drefden, before the 
Pruffians could arrive to his aid. If the em- 
peror had conceived this defign, it was requi- 
fite he fhould be prevented from putting it into 
execution; otherwife the diftrefTed eledor of 

3 Saxony 



MEMOIRS OF THE BAVARIAN WAR. 221 

Saxony would have been in dangef of being 
obliged to change fides, or at leaft, inftead of 
making Bohemia the theatre of war, it would 
by this wrong proceeding have been carried 
into Saxony. It was therefore requifite the 
king fhould enter Bohemia with his principal 
forces, face the emperor, and prevent him from 
fending reinforcements to the corps under mar- 
(hal Laudon, who, without aid, was too feeble 
to oppofe the enterprifes of prince Henry. 
But it was alfo proper not to leave Upper Silefia 
without defence, and troops muft be fent to 
oppofe general EUerichftiaufen, who held the 
camp of Heydepiltfch, behind the Mora. Stut- 
terheim and Werner were entrufted with this 
command, and had under them a body of about 
ten thoufand men. 

The plan on Bohemia was thus put into cxe* 
cution. The army of Silefia entered the county 
of Glatz; the van-guard occupied the impor- 
tant poll of the Rafchberg, whence it inclined 
toward Nachod, the remainder of the army fol- 
lowing the van*. On the 7th of July, the king 
reconnoitred, at the head of fifty fquadrons of 
dragoons and hufifars. 

* The French rcadt— « k rcftc dc Parmic fuivant PamSrc- 
fardc." " The reft of the army following the rear-guard.'* 
This evidently muft be ^ miftake. T. 

That 



That a clear idea may be formed of the pofi^ 
tion of the enemy, it (hould be known that the 
Auftrians had fufEciently fortified the town of 
Konigfgrsetz to enable it to fuftain a fiege of 
fome weeks, at leaft; to which fortification the 
confluence of the Adler and the Elbe princi- 
pally contributed; for, by the aid of thefe 
waters, they had formed inundations that would 
be difficult to drain. The town formed the- 
fiipport of the right of their camp. Beyond 
the Elbe, and near Konigfgraetz, a corps of 
grenadiers and fome horfe were encamped, in 
works which rather refembled a fortified town 
than field intrenchments* Another corps, of 
about thirty thoufand men, extended from Se- 
monitz to Schurz, and were covered by ditches, 
eight feet in depth, fixteen wide, well fraized, 
palifadoed, and, for ftill greater fecurity, fur- 
rounded by chevaux de frife, which connefted 
the feparate works. Somewhat further rofe the 
height of Kukus, which, commanding the near 
ihore of the Elbe, extends from hill to hill, by 
Konigflaal, toward Arnau; whence that chain of 
hills proceeds to Hohenelbe, where it is joined 
by, and confounded with, the mountains that 
are called the Riefengeburge. All the paflages 
of the Elbe were defended by triple redoubts. 
The foe had conftruded abatis, with trees, on 

the 



MEMOIRS OF THE BAVARIAN WAR. 223 

the fummits of thefc woody hills, behind which 
forty battalions forming a referve were encamp- 
ed, whence quick fuccour might be fent to any 
part that the Pruflians might have the temerity 
to attack; fuppofing it was poflible that thefe 
numerous redoubts and works, in which fifteen 
hundred cannon cre£led into batteries were 
placed, ftiould fuccefsfuUy be carried. To 
all thefe diificulties another, and a moft coniS- 
derable one, muft be added, and wliich abfo- 
lutely forbade any attempt to be made to pafs 
the Elbe. This was that, from Jaromirs as far 
as the mountains, the river on each fide is con- 
fined between rocks, that rife twelve, and more 
than twelve, feet in height, which prevent bridges 
being thrown over, or the river to be paflTed, 
except in thofe places where bridges are already 
built; and the Auflxians had paid their princi- 
pal attention in fortifying all fuch paffes, a^y 
approach to which a fuperabundance of works 
rendered impracticable. 

However awfiil the afpeft of this formidable 
camp might be, hopes were at firft entertained 
of gaining that by addrefs which could not be 
carried by force. It was intended to oppofe a 
corps of troops to that of the Auftrian army, 
encamped between Jaromirs and Schurz, which 
(hould be capable of infpiring it with refpe<ft. 

5 This 
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This corps wus deftindd at the famd time to 
make falfe attacks, froiA one fide, on the village 
of Hermannitz, and frbni another, on Konigf- 
faal; while the main' anny fhould Ileal a march 
through the Valley of Sylva;, pafs the Elbe by 
night, at the' village of Werdeck, and file off, 
on the foad for' Praufnitz, to gain the heights of 
Schwitfchin, th6 elevation or which, being the 
greateft, overlooked* the whole country, and 
even the caiiip of the foe. Had it b^eh poffible 
for the Pruflians to eftabli(h themfelves here, 
they would have dut off the right wing of the 
Imperialifts fronl thdr left, and either have 
obliged them to give battle to difadvantage, or 
ftill more ftiamefuUy to have retreated. 

In confequencc of this plan, the king ^en- 
camped at Welfdorf, with no more than twenty 
five battalions and fixty fquadrons. It was this 
corps that was intended to mafic the motions of 
the grand army, which was to continue in the 
poft of Nachod, whence it might manoeluvre 
with the greater facility, either to the right 
or principally to the left of the van-guard. As 
there was a neceflity exactly to reconnoitre the 
pofition of the enemy, perfeftly to underftand 
whether the plan of which we have fpoken was 
capable of being executed, or whether it ought 
SLQ be rejededj the reconnoitrings were difguifed 

under 



ondcr various apparent pretences. At one time 
the ialarnl was given to fome quarter of the enc'- 
Jmjr } at another there were ftirmi{hings with the 
advanced pdfts; and ftiU more often fofagiag 
{>arties were fent, under tli* Auftrian artillery. 

It Was on thefe different 6ccafions, which the 
inferiof operations of war fupplied^ that^ by ap- 
proaching Konigffaal, and the village of Wef-^ 
,deck> a ftrong camp was difcbvered, hear Prauf- 
nitz^ confining of nearly feviM battalions ; mA 
behind this poft> on the top of the hill <£ 
Schwitfchin, another corps of about four bat* 
calions. Thefe precautions of the enemy having 
thrown infurtnountable obftacles in the way of 
the plan that had been formed, the king faw 
himfelf obliged to renounce it> and have re- 
courfe to other expedients. The diftribution <if 
the troops was good, as Far as it related to the 
execution of the fiifl: project ; but it might be- 
come the reverfe, fliould the king remain fatis- 
fied with Qppofing the whole force of the en^- 
peror, by fo feeble a corps* ' "" 

This diftribution therefore was dunged. 
Forty battalions formed the camp of Welfdorf. 
Lieutenant-general Bulow was placed,with fome 
battalions and thirty fquadrons, at Smirfitzj ge- 
neral Falkenhayn, at the defile of Kowalkowitz, 
which was in the rear of the army; general 
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Wunfch, with twenty battalions^ at Nachod, t^ 
cover the army convoys ; and general Anhalr, 
with twelve battalions, and twenty fquadronst^ 
wholly on the right of the army, at Pilnikau, 
oppofite Arnau and Neufcblofs ; but his com- 
munication was afcertained with the royal army 
by the foreft of Sylva, in which the Pruffians 
had pofts. 

While thcfe motions were made in Bohemia^ 
and while the army of the emperor was fo 
occupied by its own fafcty that the momentary 
&ar of attack removed all thoughts of fending 
detachments to marlhal Laudon, prince Henry 
gained Drefden without oppofition. He thence 
ient detachments fonVard into Bohemia, on the 
left fliore of the Elbe ; but, by a motion of 
fome ikill and difficulty, he turned off into 
Lufatia, leaving general Platen^ at the head of 
4ibaut twenty thoufand men, to cover Drefden, 
ati^, after being joined by eighteen thoufand 
Saxons, the prince inclined into Bohemia, by 
different corps, which, turning and attacking; 
the detachments that the enemy had placed at 
Schlukenau, Rumburg, and Gabel, difpofted 
them, and took fifteen hundred men and Hie 
cannon. 

This blow, which the Imperialifts were not 
: prepared to receive, deranged their whole de- 
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ifenfive plan. Marflial Laudon precipitately 
abandoned the potts of Auftig ^d Dux, and 
what mull furprife us more, quitted the forti- 
fications of Leutmeritz, with the magazine 
which was at that place. General Platen pro- 
fited by the error with celerity, took Leutme- 
rkz^ advanced toward Budin, on the Egra, and 
fent hi? van-guard forward, as far as Welwarn, 
which is only three miles from Prague. 
Alarm and conftcrnation were fpread through 
that great city. The chief nobility, who were 
there affembled, fled; and the capital was for 
fome days like a place deferted. 

• Marflial Laudon, having, as we have related, 
abandoned all the left flioreof the Elbe, did not 
think himfelf in fafety till he came to Munchen- 
grastz, befide Jung Bunzlau ; and, as the foe 
had every thing to fear for the army of the em- 
peror, marflial Laudon gamiftied the whole 
courfe of the Ifer, which runs either between 
rocks or among marflies, with heavy detach- 
ments. In Upper Silefia, the Pruflians had fur- 
prifed, and almoft ruined, two regiments of 
Imperial dragoons, in their camp of Heyde- 
piltfch. 

Under thefe ^circumftances it was, after war 
had been begun, after the Pruflians had gained 
fome advantages, and while four grand armies 
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were afting againft each other in the kingdom 
of Bohemia, that a ftranger arrived at Wetfdotf, 
who, announcing himfelf as fecrctafy to prince 
GalUtzin, the Ruffiah ambaffador at Vienni, 
demanded to fpeak with the king. This felf- 
faid iccretary was the fieur Thugiit, formerly 
ambaffador from the emperor at Conftantinoplc. 
He brought a letter to his majefty from the em- 
prefs queen, the fubftance of which we ftall 
fatisfy ourfelvcs with relating. 

The emprefs teftified her chagrin at the quar- 
rels and troubles whidh had taken birth; the 
tpprehenfions (he had for the perfbn of the em- 
peror, and her defire of finding expedients by 
which tranquillity might be reftored j flic at 
the fame time intreated the king to explain 
himfelf on thefe different fubjeds. I'he fieur 
Thugut, in addition, declared to his majefty, it 
would be eafy to come to a right underftanding, 
if the parties did biit proceed with fihcerity. 

4 

The intention of the Auftrians was to gain 
the king, by offers which fliould be fo advan- 
tageous as to- induce him to defift from lending 
his fupport to the eleftor palatine. To this^ 
effed, Thugut affured him that the court- of 
Vienna, fo far from oppofing his eventual fuc- 
ceffion to the margraviats of Bareuth and An- 
/pach, offered its affiftance to Pruffia for tlic 
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barter of thcfe margraviats, in lieu of fome pro- 
vinces bordering on Br^denbourg ; fuch as Lu- 
fatia or Mecklenburg, (hould the king think^ it 
conformable to his interefts. 

His majefty replied that this court mingled 
and A:onfounded things together which in them- 
felves had no connection : that is to fay the 
kj^l 4nd inconteftable fucceffion to thefe mar- 
grayiats with the ufurpation of Bavaria, and 
the intereft of his kingdom with the intereft 
of the empire, the caufe of which he had em- 
braced; that, if conciliatory meafures were 
wUhed^ it was requifite the court? of Vienna 
ihould defift from a part of Bavaria; and for 
fteps to be taken that, in future, no ads of de- 
fpotifm fo violent (hould trouble the fecurity of 
the Qermanic body, by (baking it to its veiy foun- 
dation; and that, with refpeft to the fucceflioa 
pf Bareuth and Anfpach, he was fo far from 
defiring to force any prince to barter his ftates, 
in lieu of thefe margraviats, that, if any fuch 
barter was to take place, it muft be with thp 
free confent of the parties. The king added, 
thefe being only verbal remarks, he was defirous 
of affording the emprefs evident proofs of his 
pacific difpofition§, and would make minutes of 
fome of the principal articles, which might fervQ 
AS the hafis of the treaty it was prppofed to con- 
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elude. Thugiit offered to ad as his majefty'^ 
fecrctary ; but the king, who neither: cpnfided in 
his ftyle nor his intentions, wrote the propofi. 
tions he fcnt himfelf. Certainly, by accepting 
thefe, the en^preft queen would have been the 
gainer. The court of Ryflia hitherto had not 
declared itfelf, and France adviftd Auftria to 
peace; but her advice had little influence over 
the ardent mind of the young emperor, and the 
imperious genius of prince Kaunitz. 

The following is an abftrafl of this projcd. 
The emprefs queen Ihould reftore Bavaria to 
the eledor palatine, Burghaufen, the Mines, 
and fi part of the Upper Palatinate excepted ; 
the Danube ftiould be free; Rati£bon (hould 
no longer be blockaded by the poflTefEon of 
Stadt-am-Hof; the fucceflion of this country 
ftiould be aflured to the right heirs of Bavaria; 
the eleftor of Saxony ftiould obtain frem the 
palatine a fum of money, in lieu of the allo- 
dialsj and the Imperial court ftiould cede thofc 
claims which flie pretended to make on all the 
fiefs fituated in Saxony; the duke of Mecklen-^ 
burg, by way of remuneration for his pretenlions 
on Bavaria, fliould have fome vacant fief in the 
empire; the Imperial court ftiould no more dif- 
pute the fucceflion of the margraviats with the 
king of Fruflia; and France, Ruflia, and the 

Qermani^ 
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GcrmaniG body, wjcre to guaranty the propofcd 
treaty. 

Thugut departed for Vienna with this me- 
morialy and jetumed loaded with a multitude 
of infidious propofitions^ with which he had 
been flored by prince Kaunitz. The king per- 
ceived, by the form which the negotiation af- 
fumed, that it was not of a complexion tp fuc- 
ceed ; neither was it for him to continue in trea- 
ty with the fieur Thugut^ . He therefore fent 
him to the convent of Braunau, to difplay his 
talents in the company of the lung's minifters, 
count Finck, and the fieur Hertzberg; who fome 
days afterward difmiiTed him to Vienna, without 
having accomplilhed his purpofe. 

All that had pafled, in the courfo of negotia* 
tion, was communicated to the French and Ruf^ 
fian minifters ; diat, being convinced of the dif- 
interefted procedure of the king, they ihould 
not fuffer themfelves to be prejudiced by the 
falfe interpretations which might be fenc them 
from the miniftry of Vienna. The cmprefs 
queen was fincerely defirous of peace. She 
knew the ambition of the emperor, her fon, 
who was at the head of the troops ; and feared 
left this fhould occafion the lofs, or the en- 
feebling, of her own authority. But (he was 
m feconded by her minifter prince Kaunitz, 

0^4 who. 
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wha, from views common enough to counien, 
rather attached himfelf tq the ehiperor, whofo 
youth opened a brighter profpeft to the fanuljr 
of this minifter^ tbm to the advanced age of 
the emprefs queen. Such is the fate of human 
affairs, the greatefl of which are determined by 
petty felfiihnefs. 

The emperor, being informed of the negoti* 
ation of the fieur Thugyt, was enraged at the 
intelligence. He wrote to his mother that, if 
(he were determined to niake peace, he would 
never return to Vienna, but would remain a( 
Aix-la-Chapelle, or in apy other place, be it 
where it might, rather than again approach her 
perfon. The emprefs queen had fent for the 
grand duke of Tufcany^ whom (he immediately 
difpatched tothe^army, that he might appeafe 
the emperor hia brother, and infpire him with 
more pacific fentimcnts. The eflfeft of this in^ 
ter view was a quarrd between the brothers^ who 
till then had lived q» good terms* 

After having given an account of this nego* 
tiation, and of all that appertained to it, we 
now muft continue - our narrative of the mili- 
tary operations of the £bur armies;, which ob 
ferved each other in Bohemia., 

The pofition of the Imperial army that op-* 
pofed the king had been exaftty reconnoitred, 
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6om Kdnig(gra9tz, as &r as the town c£ Arhaa«^ 
It remained to enquire if there were troopsi, ex^^ 
tending flill further^ toward Hoheneibe^ and 
the high mountains. General Anhak^ who, as 
we h^vc faid, was detached on die right of th« 
camp, CO the Tillages of Pilnikau and Kot;twit^ 
yecdved orders to fend parties toward LangeU 
isf^i, and to ihcHne thitherward himfelf^ that be 
nii^t make an exad report of what he had 
difcoWed* He firft perceived a fortified camp, 
behind Neufehlofs j and further only found two 
battalions, encamped on the heights that over^ 
look the town of Hohenelbe. This fad, being 
well proved, ferved as the bafis of the new pro* 
je£b, which the king formed, while expedi^ 
tioufly inclining with the army on this fide. 
Here the paflage of the Elbe might be forced^ 
which two battalions were incapable of defend- 
ing ; and, the enterprife being accompliQied, 
foccefs more fplendid might be hoped } efpeci- 
jiUy (hould prince Henry advance from Nimes 
on the Ifer. The two Pruffian armies^ approach- 
ing each other, might take the army of the em- 
peror in flank and rear ; who, unable to keep his 
pofition, except by a battk, and being obliged 
to abandon his immenfe intrenchments, could 
not gain any fecure poft, except behind the 
ponds of Gitfchin ; and even there his pofition 

might 
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might be turned, >^ich woidd have reduced 
him to take refuge at Pardubitz, where he 
would be covered by the ponds of Bohdanetz, 
and the courfe of the Elbe. . , ; 

; However grand this project might appear^ 
it met .with great impediments in the exception. 
The firft were the hollcMv. ways and defiles^ 
which muft be pafled to arrive at the Elbe ; and 
the confufidn to be dreaded of dragging a nu- 
merous artillery through theft roads. The fe-f 
cond was the difficulty of fupplying the army 
with fubfiftence. Having palTed the Elbc^ 
bread muft have been carried five nailes beyond 
the river ; and the want of horfes would have 
rendered a iiiore diftant tranfport impoffible. 
. Thefe various ohrflacles, prefenting th'emfelves 
to the mind of the king, njade him determine to 
proceed with all caution, and carefully to conceal 
a projeft which however he did x^t abandon^ 
For this purpofe he would not quit his camp at 
Welfdorf till, by foraging, he had firft totally 
jcleared the country which extends fi^om the Elbe 
to the frontiers of Silefia ; and the n^orp fo becaufc 
the Auftrian^ had forced the inhabitants to fly 
with all their ckiilc beyond the Elbe. By this thp 
king, at lead, would g?.in the advantage of pr^r 
yenting the Auftrians from keeping a cqnfidcr 
4- ; ■ r^Wp 



MEMOIRS OF THE BAVARIAN WAE. 235 

sable corps on his frontiers^ during the winter, " 
md difturbing his troops in their quarters. 

As foon as the forage was confumed, the 
jdng marched with his army, and aflumed the 
camp of Burkcrfdorf, near Sorr ; where thirty- 
three years before he had been vidlorious over 
the fame opponents. Not a man of the Au* ' 
ftrians left the camp to purfue his army. The 
emperor remained motionlefs in his pofition he^ 
hind the Elbe, without fo much as difputing the 
dreadful defile of Ko^alkowitz with the rear- 
guard, which it was obHged to pafs. General 
Wunfch returned to his pc^ of the Rafchberg^ 
behind Nachod. The prince of Pmflia occu- 
pied the poft of S(H'r,near that of Pilnikau, where 
idle hereditary prince of Brunfwick commanded^ 
Some battalions were fent to Trautenau, Schaz- 
lar, and X^ndlhut, for the fecurity of the con* 
voys, which from thence were nearer the army. 

All thefe motions having pccafioned no altera- 
tion in the pofition of the foe, the projeft which 
the king had formed was fuppofed pofiible. For 
this purpofe the hereditary prince marched with 
his corps and occupied the height of the Drey- 
hsBufer ; «id the prince of Pruflia with his de- 
tachment erttcred the camp the hereditary priace 
had left at Pilnikau ; while the king took poft, 
with forjty battalions, near the village of Leo- 

- pold ; 
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ppW : fo fks^ th^ three corp^, by thus cornn 
muniqating, might ^d each other, (houl4 any 
om p£ theiQ l?e attacked. It was time to ad- 
vance, the i^eji rer ta approach riohenelbe ; * and 
to this effeft the h^editary prince marched oix 
the hills which go fipm Schwarzthal to Lange- 
nau. The king jpiped him, by his rights an4 
filled the ground that leads from LauterwafTer 
to a. height oa the left, which was in like 
manner occupied. The prince of Pruflia kept^ 
bis pofition at Pibik^u, whence he might make 
a faUc. attack on die corp^ of the enemy at; 
Ncufchlofs, while the army (ho^ld force th^ 
pafiage of the Elbe. The prince, on various 
occafions, di(lingui(hed himfelf by his vigilance^ 
diid the excdient difpofition ^ his troops. The 
referve was flationcd nt Wildfchutz, to fup* 
port the camp of the prince of Pruflia ; and 
the brigade of Luck was deftined to garni(h 
the impra^icable defiles of Hcrnunnfeiffen, 
Mohren^ and the Dreyhpeufer. That brigade, 
which was ordered to conduft the heavy ar* 
rillcry and army howitzers,, employed three 
days in dragging them from Trautenau to 
Hermannfeiffen, which are three mriles diftant 
from each other, 

. The artillery, whjch was large in the track, 
ae\Ltr .could pafs the narrow roads that were dug 
: ^ 7a in 






in the rock : itt^ai impaiiehdy waked for,-ba 
did not atrivt.-^ TTime fo ptecious> loft in tifo^ 
lefs lefForts, was fo 'favourable to the Aufelifcift 
that they ^'&c ehibled to cftablifli tfeeir whote 
army, and iheir cannon, on the feiUs' which li^ 
beyond Hoherielbe ; and fk^tti that inoment k 
was neceflary to-rehouhce the dUtdrnpt; w>hich> 
though admiS^e againft a feebie corps, would 
fiave bedn ten^e rity had it been hazarded in 
prefehce of a numerous army, that ^«s ftariontd 
in a poft almoft impregnable^ - To foire tbcfc 
troops iboWitzers were requifitei the fijle arrillefy 
thalt can hi dttiployed agaidft an^eoemy (bated 
bh hilk, Wid' howitzers were ftot there. The 
Elbennift Ukewife have been paflfed, over 
bridges, and the men muft have 'filed off in the 
fecfe of a grand front, by which tfceyi muft have 
been deftroyed before they could ;haye foraied; 
nky die corps of Zifltowitz mlift hftve been dif 
Ibdg^ from the hills of the Ritefeageburgi^, 
Whence it wtkild have fail to oix the flank 9f 
^e aflailants^ if it had not previoufly been 
driven from itsi ftation, which was- on the hill 
<iallod Wilfchiiira; & that this becarnc a preli- 
minary ftcp. . It was forther neceflary that 
-prince Heiiiry ihould co-operate in the ^ntei;- 
prife* 
Had not all thefe impediments arifen, it was, 

as 
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ul have faid, intended to have driven Zif*. 
kowitz from hisf poft; to have afterward ereded 
batteries of forty-five heavy howitzers, behind 
Hohenelbe, with which to bombard that part 
of the £be thtt would have beea oppoiite the 
right of the Pruflians; to havfc paffed the Elbe 
at a ford that had been difcovered near a mo-> 
xuftcry; and, after having diilodged the enemy 
from this pofition, to have encamped, between 
Branna and Starkenbach, on the flank of the 
troops that were ftationed near Neufchlofs, where 
the Auftrians: might have aflbmbled with promp;- 
titude, to attack the Pruifians in a good poft 
(which required time) otherwife they muft hayc 
been obliged to abandon the whole courfe of 
the Elbe, to the viftorious Pruffians. 

The various reafons we have alleged having 
made it neccflary to renounce this bold project, 
nothing remained to be dcme except to eat up 
the forage of this uninhabited country, and tp 
reduce it to a kind of defert, to fecure tranquil- 
lity for winter quarters, which could only be 
taken in Silcfia. The foraging parties con- 
tinued as ufual to proceed to the banks of the 
Elbe, and undei: the cannon of the enemy, with- 
out the leaft indication of vigour being (hewn 
by the emperor or his troops, or without a man 

among 
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amofig thcn^ venturing to pafs the river, to de* 
fend the forage, which in their prefence wmt 
taken from the wretched hufbandman* Akhough 
the country was fruitful, the great number of 
troops that were to be maintained prefently eat: 
up the produftioiis of the earth. , 

Prince Henry informed the king he was iir 
want of forage, and that he had not more than 
fufEcient at the utmoft to maintain him till the 
middle of Septetnber. The twd armies therei 
fore decamped nearly at the fame time. The 
Icing quitted the pofition of Langenau> and Lau. 
terwaffer, on the i4thof September,^ and prince 
Henry his camp of Nimes, two days afterward. 
The prince paffed the Elbe at Leutfiieritz, and 
the prince of Berhburg, who had the Saxoni^ 
tinder his command, retired toward Zittau, and 
pofted his troops on the Eckartfcerg, Therts 
were fome ikirmKhes with tiic rtar-guard of 
prince Henry, in which the huflars of Ufedom 
found opportunity to acquire apfdaufe. The 
reader will eafily pardon our omitting to relate 
thofe minute and circumftantial details which 
have little influence over great events. 

The king, in order to £u:ilitate his retreat, 
had taken the precaution to fend forward his 
artillery, and howitzers, from Hermannfeiffen 
to ' Wildfchutz. His meafures were fo well 

adapted 
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tdaptdd that tfafe enomy iosSt&wWy attempte4 
to injure tte hcrtditary prince^ near Schwarz* 
thal> and peaceably fufibred fakn to reiifiumrc )U9 
former camp of the Drjdyhflsu&n About twenty 
pieces of artilfcrjr^ j^pertaining to the columa 
under the king's' commdndi weirc cutangled ia 
the rutts Of thfe di^filcfe o{ Leoppld. The acci- 
dent was a momeiitairy inapedinaent to the nurch 
of thfe arMy* The heights, were imniediatelY 
gpu-niflied by the troops that were at the he^ 
of the c<;^mn> ^nd fonae d^chmeots of paa* 
dours and bufiars^ that had been lent frqna 
J^ewfchlofe, ^itoujgh A>enfdor4 with an intciif 
t;io0 to harafs the royal rear^guard, were eafily 
repulfed. ,Tbe nwiUery was draigg^d by ftrcngth 
of arm to the funanuit of the Jieights, and a few 
cannon ftiv , difperfed the foe, after which the 
vnvy enterfdth)^ camp of WildfijhutE. The 
»E;ferve a^ ^e fa^ve faid occupi^ the heights, 
wid the pripce of Pruffia wai: pn. th«^ left; fo 
that from the,. Drey haeufer, ai fj^ as Pilnikau 
and KottWitx^ the troops formed an alradS: con- 
tiguous line. ; . [ ■_ 

All the various motions of the Pruffians prd^ 
duced no effeift on the Imperial army ;\ it re- 
mained lifelcfe behind the Elbe. Therefore, 
after having exhaufted the whole^iMrage of the 
vicinity, the king retreated for Tiautenau, The 

march 
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tnarch was made in three columns, neither of 
Which was haraffed, except that under the here- * 
ditary t)rince, who faeing about attacked the 
enemy in turn. Fearing a ferious engagement, 
the Auftriah troops retreated, after having loft 
about a hundred deid, and fome few prifoners* 
The Pruflians entered their camp ; the corps of 
the herfeditary prince was ftationed to the right, 
tm the heights of Freyheit, and the corps of the 
prince of Pruffia^ to the Idt, on the little hills 
of the chapel *f TfttUtenau^ Wurmfer, who had 
a poffe of ligjht troops under him, with which 
he held Pr^ufoitz, feveral times attempted to 
attack the poft of the prince of Pruflia, and was 
as often repulfed. This was occaGoned by the 
good military difpolitions and adivity of the 
prince, a condudk which would have been ho- 
nourable to any general, as it was to the priilce. 

The Pruffians could attempt nothing againft 
the Imperialifts, but were reduced to the necef- 
fity of confuming the fubfiftence of the countries 
into which they could gain entrance, and when 
this fubfiftence vtSLs confumed to decamp. Every 
precaution and all poilible prudence were em- 
ployed to fecure their next manoeuvre. The 
heights which lie on the rear of Uppau were 
g^rniflied with infantry and * artillery, the ad- 
vanced polls fell back toward the army, and the 
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retreat was performed with fo much order diat 
the enemy could make no affault on the rear-f' 
guand. If we except an infignifkant fkirmifh 
with the pandours, nothing molefted the n^n in 
their march, which was continued as far . as 
Twutenbachy where they remained a few days. 

The army retreated hence toward Schazlar, 
which poft covers all Lower Silefia. Wurmfer 
had made preparations on this day to engage 
with the rear-guard. His hafte was fo great 
that he did not wait till the Pniffians were on 
the march before he made his affault, and at»- 
tacked one of their pofts on the left. The bri- 
gade of Keller, which occupied a height on that 
extremity, valiantly defended itfelf, and re- 
pv4fed the foe, who fuffered a lofs of four hun- 
dred men. This affair over, the troops repaired 
to their place of deftination. 

The hereditary prince departed from Schaz- 
)ar with ten battalions, and at Munfterberg was 
joined by thirty fquadrons of the king^s army, 
with which he began his march for Upper Si- 
lefia, where he took the command of the Various 
corps that were dillributed through that pro- 
vince. He ariived at Troppau toward the end 
of September. The reinforcement he conduc- 
ed into Upper Silefia was intended ta counter- 
balance a detachment of nearly the fame force, 

2 that 
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that had been fent by the emperor to Mi von 
£llerich(hauren> who would thus have squired 
SL too confiderable fuperiority over general Stut- 
terheim> if fuch timely precautions had not been 
taken* 

The campaign had been very fpiedily termi- 
nated; it was how the end of September, but 
the feafon for military operations was not yet 
oven there was reafon to fufped the, enemy 
would not remain fatisfi^ed, but that, after hav*^ 
ing daring the whole campaign been as cau-^ 
tioufly obfervant of the defenfivc as we hav« 
related, he was Aill projedting fome defign, and 
perhaps meditated a winter campaign. 

There were two principal objeds which might 
tempt an irruption on the part of the Auftiians t 
the one w«s to make a powerful attack on the 
corps of the hereditary prince, attd the other to 
force the pafles of Lufatia* A youthful and 
ambitious emperor, at the head of his troops^ 
who ardehtly defired to (igiialize himfelf by (ome 
famous deed, gaVe an Air of probability to the 
pfojefts it was fuppofed he might haVe coh* 
ceivcd, and which certainly dcferved to be feri^ 
t)ufly examined. The attempts which the enemy '* 

mi^t mcdiutc on Upper Silefia appeared to 
be the eafieft of execution. The Auftrians had 
large magazines at Olmutz, iVith every thing 
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which trts nectlTary fbt the trth(i)6rt of fubi 
fiftcnce; and, wert the Pruflians driven from 
Tr6ppAu, they would be obliged to abandon 
the Oppt, and to retreat toward Cofel and 

Neifs. 

^ Greater difficulties attended the penetrating 
into Lvlfatia. The prince of Bernburg here 
eommanded a corps of twenty thoufand men* 
The Imperialifts had no magazines in the ncigh-» 
bourhood of LuCktia. Subfiflencc was fcarce^ 
coward Schllikenau> Gabel, Rumburg, and 
Friedland; fo that they would find a difficulty 
in coHeding fufficient for any cOnfiderable body 
of troops. Yet, as all the Carriages Of Bohc* 
mia were at their command^ it was poffible, 
with time and at a great expence^ for them to 
form magazines in thefe parts, and to make 
preparations for fuch an enterptifc, difficult 
though it was, relative to the poll of the 
Eckartlberg. 

' The more obfcure the intentions of the foe 
might be, the more was it requifite to be pre* 
pared for all accidents. To this intent M. de 
Boffe wa3 detached, with ten fquadrons and five 
battalions, and ordered to Lowenberg and Grei-* 
fenberg, there to obfcrve general Alton, who 
occupied Friedknd and Gabel; and, fhould 
that general mskc any attack upon the prince 
3 rf 
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of Bernburg, to come upon the rear ^f the 
^nemyj ftill being c^r^ful to concert all ojH^rf- 
tions with the priijce, Prinpc Henry %cwif^, 
who encamped at NoUendorf, fwt a detachme«it 

« ^ 

under general MpUendorf to Bautzen, to join 
the princf of Bernburg, (hould the Auftiianf 
xnake any efforts op that fide; and did it hajj^** 
pep that thif expedition (hould becom? fi^oi^ 
ferious, and that a part of the enemy's army 
jhould attempt to penetrate ipto t-ufapa, Mol* 
Jendorf was to march to JU^bani wjth fw^nty 
bfUttalions and thirty fquadroRs, that hc? wight 
put the afl^ailants off fron> their provifions, Whep 
genera^ Mollendorf quitted Bohepiia, gn his 

march %o Bau^^en, b» wa^ attacked by ith? A^t 
ilrian^, who were repulfcd with confiderahk 
Jofs. Major At^halt, who ferycd under general 
Mollendorf, highly diftjingui|h$4 bfmfejf in this 
trifling ^Aion, 

So iong a3 the determinations of thf en^mjT 
retnained ypcertaip, the kix^g cpntipped aj 
Scbazlar ^ feu; as fopfj as it w^ pprceiv^dnew 
prepaf ^tiops were made, qii fhc ^omicrs of L^uc 
fatia, to aniafs magazines, arid ihat th(^ CQrp;^ 
of the Auftrians on that frontier was evmx infc- 
rior to that pf the Pruffiaas, it appea^rpd vc^y 
probable trancjuillity >y,Quld^e prfferved on thai 
|ide during thp winter. ^^Jbc k^jg; U^ercfore 

R3 " ^ y(^ 
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was at liberty td turn his whole attention toward 
Upper Silefia, efpecially becaufe the cold be- 
^an to be fenfibly felt' on the mountains of Bo- 
hemia : there were nightly firofts^ and the Au- 
ftrians had no army in the vicinity. 

Thefc different confiderations appeared fuf- 
licient to induce him to raife his camp> and to- 
fend the troops d^lined to defend the frontiers 
into cantonn^ents^ between Landfhut^ Griflau» 
Hirfchbcrg, Schmicdeberg^ and Friedland. The 
troops confifted of twenty battalions and thirty 
fquadrons, of whoni general Ramin had the 
<:onimand. The pofition was the fame with 
that which the king had occupied in the year 
1759. Sixteen other battalions and fifteei\ 
iquadrons departed on their march for Upper 
'Silefia, and were joined by the king at Neifs j 
and, with his majefty at their head, they con* 
tinued their march to Neuftadt. The follow- 
ing were the reafons of this motion, 
• h had continually been the intention of the 
king to make Moravia the feat of war. The 
"hereditary prince occupied Troppau, and the 
'enemy held Jajgerndorf, whence they might cu^ 
"him off from Neifs and Cofel. It was there- 
fore requifite for the Pruffians to occupy Jjb- 
'gerndorf, in order by tliat pofition to fecure the 
chaia of winter quarters behip4 the Qppa. It 
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"was further ncccffary to take fafe polls in Up- 
per Silefia, that they might be ready, at th« 
approach of fpring, to make the gi:eateft efforts 
in Moravia* 

The troops of the king drove the Axiftrians 
from Jsegemdiorf without difficulty, and were 
immediately employed in fortifying the town, 
the hill, the chapel, and the villages that were 
mod expofed to infult from the enemy. This 
conduft was imitated by the hereditary prince 
at Troppau; and the two towns by the iprti* 
fications that were added became places of 
ftrength, and free from danger, the works being 
In good condition. Toward the middle of No- 
vember the king repaired to Breflauj as wcU 
(o make arrangements for the enfuing campaign 
as to *pay attention to the negotiations, which 
began to aflume rather an interefting afpe£t« 

Defirous of not interrupting the recital of ^ 
campaign which was barren of great events, we 
jiow think it neceflary to return to the progrdi 
of politics. 

The court oi Peter(burg was that which moft 
interefted the king, becaufe it was thence only 
that he had any reafon to exped e^eduaj fuc* 
tour. The emprefs of Ruffia had engaged to 
aid the king, as foon as her dilputes witl^ 
the Ottoman Porte (honl4 be ()rouffht to % 

J^ 4 CPU- 



conchj£on* The kit^, deiira\)s .of enabling 
the empr^fs to fulfil her promife^ h^, in cont 
fequencc of the good }iizxii^0^j whiph was ?^c- 
compliflied between France * and Pruffia, a4T 
drcfled himfelf to the minyiry of Verfailles, that 
France might a6t a$ niediatri^ between th^ 
Turks and Ruffians; and thi^ m^^jation ha4 
p^cix fo fuccofsful that the Pqrte cana^p tQ at^ ac^ 
canpmodation widi the; RuflSa^]^, by reftoring 
xhe (hips of the lat^r ^hich h^d been tfik^n a| 
the p^dfiielles, and acl^nowlodgine the khan of 
$he. Taxiafs ,^hq w|s u^dcf ;he prote^jtion, of 
^ajbarine. 

^q3irc(?ly h^d this intelligence rfs^ched^ P^tf rfr 
fcPBg . ^efor^ |h« ^mpjf fs, i;m> longer di/Jturbe^ 
cqnccrni^g \hc tranquillity of hpr ftates, ^ 
jfe«Qre4 IpY ^hc Jjmbition of talking ^ dire^ par? 
in x^^ ^irs of Genp;^ny:, <ipwly de(;Jaj;:ed i^ 
^Y^ur of ?ru|ia. Her s^mb^adors^ ^ welj at 
Viepi^ as, at Ratift>pji^ gaye it to be U5ideiiloo4 
in fubftance-r 

That thp emprefs Catharine intJ:^e4 tk^ 
emprcfs queen. WQuld iiflbrd W^rp fi^^s^^^oi^ 
to the princes of the empirf, witfe refpeft, to 
their grievances; a|id efpeci^ly thpfi? J?f^ ?au^ 
pf complaint to which the ufurpation of Bavari^ 
gave birth; and, that, fliould (be rrfufij, the ejU' 
prefs of Rufljji woulgi be under 0ip neceflity of 

fulfilling 



(ul^Uing thp <^g.^en}?nts. (he J^^ ^mcred W?^ 
¥»th his Pruffi^n fpajefty, by fending a body of 
Suyiiiary troQps, acjQQrcJ^ng to fti^iilation^ *n4 

The deelaratipn was ^ ||;iundfir-l?plt to ?hq 
court of Vienna. An event fo unexpeftec) 
|rouWe4 and ^\^^sxg^t(\ h?r fafety, Priace 
JUvmit?^ was ^mbarraifcd; nothing of tkis hav- 
ing been fQFefcc;n. Jafeph |I* wl^o ardently de-r 
^cd the cQ|:^t;im|ation of war, topjc j^ivantagc of 
th? swixiety j^d pcfplcixity ^ the emprefs his 
piother, and iijduced ^icr to fign an order foir 
ihe auggicntation of the ^npiy, by faffing eighty 
|houfand fecruits^ |4e d^ciarcdj every effort 
C?iuft b? made, apd evi^i^' refoiv'ce exhai^fted, 
tq rendep !;h/f houfe qf Auftria, at a ^xoment fa 
^ecifivej, mori^ tjhan ever formidiabl?. He iq^a-. 
g^^ed th^f tfif eypence having \^cn once in- 
purred, nothing could impede the continuance 
pf w^r, Pyt th^ fentimcnts of the emprefs ^ycrc 
piudi th? «cvcffe^ She figbed to fee an end of 
ihefe tr<?»ubif s^ S|ie place4 all her hopes in the 
mediaticjEf of Fraf^, w^ch Ihe had requefted. 
H^r peoplf, wJ^Q were load§d with taxes, were 
y^iabje to fupply ?he irpmenfe funis which the 
pypcnditure of war t%;a^(itd; neither were the 
hgpes pf ^p court anfwered by fpreign loans, 
jfyioney vxclec<^ w^ fo jpai}cl\ wA9ted that the 

foldiers 
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foldicrs were often withput pay, and in need pC 
daily fubfiftencc; and the beft informed people 
with grief forefaw a general overthrow of the 
iftonarchy, if not timely prevented by acceding 
with a good grace to propofitioris of a reafona^* 
ble peace. 

Thtv^emprefs, as we have faid already, had 
folicit^a the mediation of France. She had 
even implored the good offices -of Ruffia; and, 
by a very Angular accident, the difpatches of 
Vienna and the declaration from Peterfburg,' 
having been fent off about the fame time, ar- 
rived nearly on the lame day at their places of 
^eftination. The incident was advantageous 
to the king; fince, had the rcqueft of the Au* 
ftrians arrived at Peterfburg before the depar- 
ture of the declaration, it was to be prefumed 
the emprefs of Ruffia would have fupprefled the 
latter. 

The king had been informed of all that ha4 
pajRcd by his emiflaries, and wilhed for nothing 
more than an accommodation with the court of 
Vienna, provided the conflitiitions of the eriipirQ 
were prefervcd without infringement, that the 
interefts of the eleftor of Saxohy and thofe of 
the duke de Deuxponts were not neglefted, 
and that he himfelf (hould have no future dif^ 
wjtes relative to the fucceflUon of the maip*-* 

viats. 
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viats, his claims on which were incontcftable* 
Far from oppofing the mediation of France, the 
monarch confidered the court of Verfail^es as 
the guarantee of the peace of Weftphalia, and as 
being equally intereftcd with Prulfia herfelf ia 
not permitting the emperor, by his usurpation 
of Bavaria, to prepare a road for himfelf cither 
to fall on the king of Sardinia in Italy, an event 
which was much feared at Turin, or to pene- 
trate with greater facility into Alfatia and Lor- 
rain. The eledtor of Saxony was the coufin of 
Louis XVL and the duke de Deuxponts was 
Vnder his proteftion* 

It would neverthelefs have been a want of 
prudence wholly to have confided the interefts 
of Prulpa and Germany to a miniftry void of 
energy, and which having no pofitive will might 
be (haken by the machinations of the court of 
Vienna, That M. de Maurepas might be pre- 
poflefled againft any propofition coming from 
Auftria, which fliould direftly oppofe the paci- 
^cation of Germany, the king fent him a mc- 
fnorial which contained a fummary of the mo^ 
fives that rendered fuch an^ fuch conditions of 
peace acceptable, and others on the contrary 
Jnadmiffiblc, with an abftraA of the principal 
;^nd indifpetifable anicles for a general peace* 
"Jl^ (pfFeft the m^omrial produced was fo ad- 
vantageous 
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vantagCQUs that France admitted it^ as tiie baQfi 
of that negotiation of which flit had taken 
charge, at Vienna. M. de Breteuil, the French 
ambaffador at th^ court, met with nev^r-ceafiqg 
difficulties, to each propofition he prefented, oi^ 
the part of the emperor ; but this did not pre- 
vent the emprefs queen from agreeing to the 
. projeft of pacification, according to the terms , 
delivered in by France. 

In the iiKerim prinqe Repnin arrived at Brefr 
lau from the emprefs of R^uffia, where he rathe;;' 
appeared as a plenipotentiary ambaffador, who 
was fent by his court to diA^tc law to Germany^ 
than as a. general who w^s to head an guxi^ary 
corps, marching to the aid of the Pruffiaq. ^rmyji 
The king had prqpofed, at the court of Peterf^ 
burg, that the corps of Ruffians (hould a(5t in 
the following fpxing againft LudQmeria ajtid 
Gallicia, in which provinces there werf but 
few troops, and'Ihould penetrate into Hungary, 
where the approach of the Ruffians wQuld oc- 
rafipn a revolt among all the members of th§ 
Greek church, who were fcattered through 
Croatia, Hungary, the Bannat of Tcmefw^r, an4 
Tranfylvania. The king even offered to add 
a corps of h^s own troops, and to abandon all 
the wealth of thefe provinces to the Ruffians; 
but the project was rejefted. The corps which 

* Ruffia 
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Kuffia was to fumUh according to treaty con-» 
fifted of fixtcen thoufand men ; bat a price (o 
enormous \^as annexed to this aid that the fer- 
vices which might be cxpedted never could be 
equivalent to the coft. The king could not^ 
have expended left thaii two fliillions annually, 
befidi a fubfidy of five hundired thoufand crowns^ 
paid for a war which Ruffia no longer carried 
on againft the Turks. 

The baron de Bret^euil, ambaflador from 
France at the Imperial court, flattered himfelf 
he fhould become the pacificator of Germany. 
He delighted in imagining that, by following 
the fodtfteps of Claude d'Avaux, plenipoten- 
tiary at the peace of Weftphalia, he (hould pre- 
pare himfelf a path to acquire the higheft dig- 
nities in his country, and efpecially to become 
minifter for foreign affairs; confequently, he 
exerted hipifelf to the iitmofl:, and laboured 
with fo much perfcverance that, toward the end 
of January, he fent the plan of general pacifi- 
cation to prince Repnin, at Brcflau, fuch as it 
had beeri conceived by the king, and approved 
of by the emprefs queen. The conditions were 
what we have before defcribed. 

The projed of peace was communicated to 
the allies of Pruflia, againft which the Saxons 
began to exclaim. They ftattd their demands ori 

the 
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the allodial domains of Bavaria at the finti of 
forty millions of florins^ and they with great 
affltdtion fs^w that it would be much (hould they 
/)btain fix* They further demanded the em- 
peror (hould renounce all feudal rights^ which 
be pretended to poflefs as king of Bohemia, on 
Saxony and Lufatia; and they had efpecially 
flattered themfelves they (hould gain fome ccwn- 
penfation in lands, by: which their frontiers 
Ihould be rounded. 

The duke de Deuxponts likewife obftinately 
peHifted in maintaining that Bavaria ought not 
to be difmembered in any manner. He offered 
to cede a part of the Upper Palatinate, that he 
might preferve the circle of Burghaufen. Add 
to which, he confentcd^^^ith extreme repug- 
nance to fuch indemnifications as the eledor of 
Saxony laid claim. 

Defirous of fatisfying his allies, the king 
made a new effort, principally relative to Ba- 
varia and the circle of Burghaufen, that he 
tnight, if poffible, obtain conditions more fa* 
vouyable on this head from the court of Vienna. 
But, far from acquiefcence, prince Kaunitz, 
angered by the new demands of Pruflia, proudly 
repHed that the plan of pacification, a^ commu- 
nicated by the amboffador of France to prince 
Repnin, was the uliimatum of die court of 

• Vienna, 
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Vienna, and that the emprefs queen was refolved 
to facrifice the lait man of her atiuyy rather 
than comply with new conditioM^ fo humiliat^^ 
ang, and fo contrary to her dignity^ as thofe 
were which had been laft indented. Nodiing 
could be more natural than to require the en* 
tire reftitution of an invaded and ufurped pro- 
vince; but France and Ruffia would hear only 
of peace; the firft that (he might free herfelf 
from all folicitation on the part of the emperor, 
who demanded her aid; and the fecond that 
(he might not be obliged to fend her troops to 
the Pruffians. Their adions correfponded with 
their views, and the Pruffian minifters were 
preffed not to raiie any new oWlacles to a gene-, 
ral peace. 

Reftrained as he was by mediating powers, 
whofe remonftrances merited the utmoft refpedt, 
the king was not at liberty to aid his allies with 
all the zeal he felt in their behalf. He could 
not at once pertinacioufly refift Auftria, France, 
and Ruffia. He was however defirous of con- 
certing fuch raeafures as ftill remained to be 
taken with the latter, which poitponed the 
afiembling of the congrefs for a month, becaufe 
this fpace of time was neceflary to receive an 
anfwer from Peterfburg. 

We fliall employ the momentary delay, they 
. , Qccafioned, 
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joccafioncd, ia prcfenting to thd riadfer an ftlJ- 
ilraA of the military opemtions^ which Were 
{)crfbnn^d by the thjops during winter* It will 
be tecoUeftcd that we left the hereditary prince* 
in Upper Silefia^ occupied iii maintaining hi^ 
position from Troppati to Jagerndorf, and in 
obliging the enerfiy to retreat, fometimes to- 
trard Grlet^^ fometimis inclining tb Msehrifch- 
Oftrati^ and at others to Lichten. The Aqilrians^ 
on their part^ thought it humiliating to fuffel* 
the Pruffiahs peaceably to rem^n mafters of a 
port of their territories; they were defirous of 
fnaking atteinpts to diflodge them^ but foi*efa\t 
chat, without ruining and totally burning the 
towns of Troppau and Jagemdorf, they could 
not be recovered. The method appeared too 
rigorous to the empifefs queen j and the Au- 
ftrian generals imagined that^ by cutting off 
the army of the hereditary prince firom NeiTs, 
^whence they falfely fuppofed he drew his fub- 
iiftencS, they (hould oblige him to evacuate all 
Upper Silefia. 

With the intcttt of executing this projefl, 
general EUerichQuufen, aided by a reinforce** 
ment of ten thoufand men that had been fent 
him £rom Bohemia^ fixed his quarters at En^ 
gel(berg» a fmall town^ iituated in (he defiles of 
the moilntains> one of which led ta Branna, * 
■'. ^ near 
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near Jcgemdorf^ another ended at Hof^ and a 
third, paBing by Zuckmantel and Ziegenhals, 
opened on the plain which extended from Weide* 
nau to Fatfchkauj Neifs, and Neuftadt. His 
corps, confifting of about fifteen thoufand men, 
thus advantag;:ouiIy flationed, gave various 
alarms to the Fruffian quarters: it fometimes 
foraged near Neifs, but was continually re- 
pulfed; and fometimes it difturbed the environs 
of Jseg^mdorf, whence it was driven back by 
general Stutterheim, who commanded ther^ 
after proper cfaaflifement. 

Wearied at length by being fo often fruit- 
lefsly difturbed, and at the fatigue his troops 
endured, the hereditary prince of Brunfwick 
d^ermined to. return the alarm. He called in 
his men, and with three feparate corps fell on 
t^e pofb of Branna, Lichten, and the EngelT- 
berg. The Imperialifls took to fli^t the mo^ 
ment the Pruflians appeared. They lofl four, 
field pieces and fifty prifoners; and their terror 
was fo great that they removed to a diftance 
^m the Fruffian cantonments, and the troopt 
of Troppau and Jsegemdorf were allowed t^ 
remain in tranquillity. 

General EUerichfhaufen then turned his wholt 
attendon toward Zuckmantel and SUegenhals^. 
whence he daily made incudxons into the open 

vox* IV* S country. 
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cduntry. The Pruflian troope of Neuftadt and ' 
Ncifs continually oppofed the depredations the 
enemy attemf)tcd to commit, which occafioned 
various flcirmifhesj where the infantry and ca- 
valry of ttie king equally diftinguifhed them* * 
fdves. But this kind of partifan war docs not 
appertain to the plan of the memoirs Which it * 
has been our intention to write. 

Still it was neceflary to check the temerity of 
fuch like enterprifes. The troops were in want 
of repofe, during winter, and there was fuffi- 
cient time to fight, in the proper feafon for mi- 
litary operations. To produce this cfFedt, and 
efffeftually to remove the evil, it was deter- 
mined, if prafticable, to diflodge the Auftrians 
from their poft at Zuckmantel. Wunfch, who 
at this time was in the county of Glatz, with 
ten battalionsj where he had hitherto remained 
inaftive, believed he might leave his poft for 
a ftiort time without any great hazard. He 
left the prirtce of Phillippfthal with two feeble 
battalions at Habdfchwerdt, and, marching to 
Ziegenhals, drove away the Auftrians, and pur-* 
fntd them into the defiles which are formed 

by the mountains, as far as Zuckmantel. But 

* • » 

this pbft was not to be maintained by the Pruf- 

ftans, becaufe of the heights ^hich overlooked 

it, and the precautions which the Auftrians had 

'^ — '3 taken 
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taken to fupply thcfe heights with artillery, and 
even intrench them with very confiderabic 
works, from which it was impoffiblc they fliould ^ 

be expelled. It was equally impoffible to turn 
them ; for Iht men were unable to climb the 
hills, which were too high, too fteep, and too 
rugged to afcend. 

Convinced that nothing could be undertaken 
on this fide againft? the enemy, and that any 
longer day would but be lofs of time, Wunfch 
began his march to return to his former poft 
near Glatz. As he pafled Landeck, he heard 
a warm cannonade oathe fide of Habelfchwerdt, 
toward which place he immediately turned, byt 
had not proceeded far before he met two l^un- 
dred and fifty foldiers of the regiment of Luck, 
who had opened themfelves a pafifage, and wl^o 
informed him that the prince of Phillippfthal, 
and the remainder of the regiment, had fufTered 
themfelves to be furprifed by the Auftrians, 
Prefently afterward Wunfch heard another can- 
nonade. The enemy had attacked a kind of 
palanqne, or redoubt, in which the Pruffian 

. general had left a hundred men for its defence^ 
The Auftrian howitzers had fet fire to it, and 

. captain Capeller, who fignalizcd himfclf by his 
brave refiftance, was bbliged to furrender before 
any fuccour came up, for which reafon Wunfch 

S 2 th^ew 
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ihjT w iumfelf wkh his whole cxHps ioto the fgt* 
tirds of Glacz. 

The imperial general Wunnfer^ not krviog 

Ticeived kuj mformation that fuck ^ nodoubt 

tttiftrd, had imet^d immediately to mardk to 

r&tiZi and take the town \)y furprife; but fiidi 

a projeft was by no means cqxible <if 4ieing ex- 

'Wilted. Tke works of that fortrefs oore too 

&nmg to be infixed othcrwife ihan bj a formal 

fiege. ^tU however Wurmfer had the advan* 

lage of feizaig on 4bme dttbiiftsin the cdumy, 

ind'ht prefumed diat, in order to dttodj^ him 

horn die Proffian domains/ the king would dtaiw 

troops out of Upper Sifefia to be em^ojred 

i^«^ him, and that thus, the linec^ the heit* 

ditary prince between Troppau and Jcgisr&dorf 

being enfeebled^ Elleridi(faaufen would hstre the 

adtantage^ and might find means to make Ibme 

• Tuccefsful ^i!aults on t)^ Pruffims, and to clear 
the banks of the Oppa of troops which gave fo 
much offence to the ImperiaHfts; but the refult 

{ inras very Cerent to what the Ai^ian generals 
had imaged and hopod« 

The king put himfdf at the head of fofl» 

* battalions of his rderve, that had wintered at 
Breflau^ to which he added the body*guardi th^ 
gendarmes, and die regiment t)f Anhak; «nd 
with thefe troops he marched to Retc^enb^h^ 

while 



M£M9IKt«F THE i AVAR lAK WAR. a$t 

ivhiie Riuttiiir fem: four battialions to gfsneralr 
Anhaltj who already bad four under his com- 
mand. This whole corps occupied Friedlan^ 
aad die totr^dchmems which had there been 
thrown up# 

To drive the enemy from Wallenburg, ^per^l 
Lefimtz inclioed toward Scharfenecfc^ and g^- 
n^al Anhalt to Braunau. The Imperialifts took, 
to fHgbt on all fides; ir was with difficulty tha( 
Anhalt captui^ about fifty pandours. 

While th6fe forces were advancing the king 
occupied Silberbffi^> that he m^t be ready toi 
fend fuccoisr wherever it 0iould be neceflary; 
and the mansoetsvre made fuch an impreflion ox^ 
the Auftrians that they evacuated the town of 
Habelfckwcfdt^ 2^d efcaped into Bohemia. 
£very precaution had been taken, ii^d the 
Imperialifts be^n left tranquil in Bohemia, on 
the frontiers of Saxony^ their troops would have 
fwarmed on the Silefian borders, and general 
Wurmier woidd have been very considerably 
feififorced. Therefore, diat the attention of 
the enemy might be divided, and that he mi^ 
rather be induced to provide for his own fecu- 
jrity dian to d^Stxah SUefia, general MDUeodoif 
Aflembled fome meiif departed from SaxonjTt 
tiiard]usd tx> Brix, and with his cavaky van- 
i)ui0ied the corps tha^ oppofed himi and took 

S3 three 
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three field pieces, three hundred and fifty pri- 
foners, and the magazine which the Auftrians 
bad in the fmall town of Brix. . ^ 

It happened by night that a fubaltem of the 
regiment of Wunfch defcrted; and, to revenge 
himfelf on his major, he impiediately condudted 
fome Auftrian huffars to the village he had left, 
from which he carried off this major, and five 
pair of colours : fo true is it that an officer never 
can be too much on his guard to avoid being 
furprifcd. A fimilar incident had ^lappened 
fome months before, in Silefia, to the regiment 
6f Thadden, cantoned in the village of Dieterf-r 
bach, near Schmiedeberg, The huflfars made 
a falfe attack on a poft of the regiment, while 
another pajt-ty, penetrating through a garden 
and a barn, into the houfe of the comqianding 
officer, carried off three pair of colours, having 
been repulfed before they could feize on the 
others. Such anecdotes are not to the honour 
of the P ruffian fervice; but, among the great 
number of officers of whom the army is com- 
pofed, they cannot all be equally well informed 
and vigilant. 

While war was continued without refpeft to 
'the rigour of the feafon, the courier whom the 
]cing had fent with his ultimatMfn returned from 
jpeterfburg; and, the two courts being agreed 

concerning 
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ppnc^rning tlie articles that it contained, prince 
Repniufentit to the baron deBreteuil,at Vienn% 
The anfwcr of the anibaffador was that the ar- 
ticles the king had fent liad given great fatisfac^ 
tion to the emprefs queen ; and that it was pro-r 
pofcd to affemble a congrefs, that the general 
pacification might be brought to a conclufion- 

Can it be believed by poft^ity that, upder 
thefe circumftances, at the very tijne whep the 
court of Vienna appeared ferioufly to intend to 
^^rminate the war, one general Wallis, with 
eight or ten thoufand men under bis command, 
fuddenly appeared before the town of Neuftadt, 
where the regiment of Pruflia and the battalioi} 
of Freufs were garrifoned, and that, unable to 
take the town, the enemy threw fo n^jmy royal 
grenades, from about twenty howitzers which 
he had brought with him, that the (hingles with 
which moft of the houfes were covered were fet 
pn fire, and that two hundred and Sdtty of thefe 
houfe§ were confumed by the flames ? The garri- 
fpn however regained firm. General Stutterhcim, 

informed of the motion of the Auftrians, came 
on their rear, toward Branitz, while the troops 
cantoned at Roflwalde advanced on one of their 
flanks, and (bme detachment$. from Nfifs oi> 
the other. Wallis, unable tp retrain longer 
without expofing his whole corps, retreated fpr 

S 4 ^Zpckmantdj, 
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2ucksuatd^ and was pinibed and fexit back to 
ijis very lain 

General Wallis had been knt on the expe* 
dition by the emperor^ who^ fuppofing the king 
of Proffia tQ be ardent and wann to excefs^ ima^ 
gined that thus to aggravate hinij by the ruin o£ 
one of his towns^ would raider him more diffi** 
cuk, more ready to conteiid in the negotiation 
which was to be begun> and that perhaps the 
anger his majefty might feel would induce him 
to break it off. But the expediti<»i of the Ai|i9» 
ftrians did not turn to their advantage. 

Prince Repnin Toon after received a difpatch 
from M. de Breteuil^ which indicated how hn- 
pattently defirous the emprefs queen was of a 
fufpenfion of arms* The king received this 
information^ on the 4th of March^ at Silber- 
berg; and ifllied ordtn to his generals to take 
meafures with the Auftrian commanders^ that 
die truce propofed might be regulated. The 
7th was the day appointed for that of Bohemia, 
the 8th for that of Upper Silefia and Moravia^ 
and the xoth for that between Saxony and Bo- 
hemia. Thefe periods having expired^ the troops 
were lent into more extenfive quarters, that they 
might be niore at their eafc ; and efpecially to 
avoid epidemic dift^pers^ which then began 
to be prevalent on die fix)ntiers» 

On 



MEMOXM «r TKl lyiVAIilAP WAR. 0^5 

On di« 6th the king rqpairMt » BreAkxj, |o 
hold a coi^rcnce ^kh prince Rcp^Ju The 
town of Ttfchcn w^ ftunittllly «igroed <s^ as dwi 
pkce of negotiation^ and th^ khig appoin^d^ 
M. von Riedtftl to be his mini^r pteiii|)Otcn^ 
tiaiy to t)£s congrefs. At this time M. von 
TSrring-Secfeld arrived at 9r(B^z.^ in quality ^ 
anibaffador from the eleAor pdlatine; and^ m 
company with prince Repnin^ M. von kiedefel) 
M. von Zihzendorf^ ambaffiulor from Saxony^ 
and M. von Mofenkls, the envoy &om Deux^ 
ponts, all negotiators in behalf of the di^fh^nt 
powers, repaired to Tcfchen, where diey wcrt 
joined by the baron de Bretetiilj ambafiador 
and minifter plenipotentiary from the king of 
France^ and M. von Cobenzl, who held tht 
&me dignities under die emprefa^ queen^ 

The emprefs queen was fincerely defirous'of 
peace; but^ however eager fiie herfelf might be 
to obtain this purpofe, (he had not been able to 
infjnre the emperor her fon with the fame fend* 
ments. Tliis prince^ as we have before faid^ 
imagined his honour wouM be injured^ iQiould 
he not firmly fupport a ftep which his ardoiit 
had induced him to take. No fooner had the 
minifters begun their conferences at Tefcheii 
than count Cobenzl entirely, and unequivo*^ 
cally, acquiefcedin d)e plan of pacification pro- 

pofed 
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pofcd by France. He ftarted no difficulties, 
and appeared as well fatisfied as could have 
been wifhed. It was fuppofed the labours of 
negotiation would have been quickly ended^ 
when prince Repnin received a courier ftotn, 
M. von Affeburg, ambaflador frorp ih^ expprefs 
of Iluffi^ at Ratifbon, which informed him tha^ 
the ele<9^or palatine had declared he could not 
nor would afToi-d any fatisfaftion to the eledor 
of Saxony, and that he r^her chofe to abide by 
his preceding treaty, made with the cqurt of 
Vifnna, than to fubmit his interefts to the de- 
cifion of the congrefs of Tefchen. M. de Bre- 
teuil and prince Repnin immediately took of- 
fence, ^nd aflivping all the dignity that became 
plenipotentiafics of monafchies fo great, de- 
clared that, all the cpntrafting parties having 
already adopted the plan of pacification fuch 
as it had been propofed to them, they would 
henceforth cpnfider him as the enemy of their 
fovereigns, who flipuld wilh to abjure the en- 
gagements into which he had entered. 

He?iring this, count Cobenzl and the Pala- 
rinp became more flexible, and couriers were 
fent off with all expedition for Vienna, Various 
Other difficulties however were contimiallyftart- 
jjd, by which the progrefs of the mediators was 
impeded at every ftep. To-day the Saxons were 
I perfuaded 
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perfuaded proper attention was not paid p thejr 
claims; to-morrow the minifterof the duke dc 
Deuxponts difplaycd his whple zeal, by de- 
manding an enormous furcreafe of appanage in 
behalf of his prince ; and, to fupport his favou- 
rite fyftem, endeavoured to prove Bavaria was s^ 
dutchy that could not \>e divided. To prevent 
the excefs of fuch difputes thp king was obliged 
16 interfere; anfl by the aid of the mediators he^ 
with gn?at difficulty, appcafed the ijl-timed heat 
pf thefe two miniflers. It was demopftrated to 
Saxony that, if dcferted by France, Ruffia, and 
Pruffia, by whom thie eledor was aided, the 
leaft mite would not hayp been obtained from 
the court of Vienna, however juft the claims 
of the former might be; and therefore to ad: 
reaf<Miably would be to accept the fum which 
had been with great difficulty obtained. Simi- 
lar explanations were entered into with the mi- 
nifkr from Deuxponts, by recaUing to mind 
.that, leaving loft three- fourth? of Bavaria, the 
duke ought to think himf^f happy that two- 
thirds jyeretq be reftored. 
'^ : Scarcely were thefe jninifters pacified before 
&c eleftot palatine again entered the lifts, and 
';again was produdive of difputes. France dif- 
Jikpd fuch proceedings, and the minifter of 

Louis 
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Louis XVI. fpoke in as high a tone at 
as Louis XIV* did in his days of triumph^ 

Still how ever altercations were continued at 
Tefchen, and were carried to fuch excels that 
the plenipotentiaries themfehres begaa to feat 
their negotiation muft prore unfuccefsfol. Six 
weeks had been fruittefsly wafted when^ on the 
2oth of Aprils a courier arriyed fix>m Conftanti-^ 
hople, at Vienna^ with the news that peace waa 
concluded between the Ottoman Porte aadt 
Ruflia. An event of no lefs magnitude CQuki 
have foftened the reftlefs mind of the young 
emperor. So long as the appearances of war 
between Ruffia and the Forte feemed to an« 
nounce an approaching rupture, between thofe 
powers, Jofeph IL had confidered the declara- 
tion of the court of Peterfburg in hvovr of 
Pruflia and the empire but as words; and 
imagined that Ruffia would be too much occu* 
pied in the Crimea, in fupporting the khan of 
the Tartars againft the Ottoman power, whic^ 
was endeavouring to dethrone him, to poffeCs 
either the ftrength or* the means of efficac^nifly 
aiding Pruffia. But the re-e(lablifhment jb£ 
peace was deftru6tive of all diofe liopes wrai 
which the emperor had been ^^ttered. /He 
could not foi^et that Ruffia, havipg her^^ands 
at liberty, was enabled to employ her forces 
4 wherever 



MEMOIRS ap THE iAVA4tlAK WAR. 26 f 

wherever flie (hould think proper; that confc- 
quently (he might march fo powerfiil a corps, 
to the affiftaace of the king, that Pruflia mufl 
acquire toq great a. fuperiority of men for the 
Imperial troops to be able to fupport a cam- 
paign with dignity; and ftill lefs (hould the 
war be continued. 

We ought therefore to (late the peace between 
Ruffia and. the Porte as the epocha firom which 
to date the commencement of the congrefs of 
Tefchen* From this moment the engines of 
the emperor were motionlefs. The eledor 
palatine and his minifter plenipotentiary kept a 
refpeftful (ilence. Count Cobenzl became 
more compI^fant» and9 no longer adhering 
to his vague propofitions, explained himfelf 
clearly, and prccifely, on the fubjcds concern- 
ing which he had to treat with the mediators. 
All thefe favourable circumftances fo fpeedily 
promoted the work diat, in lefs dian a fort- 
night, every party being fatisfied, peace wa$ 
concluded and (igned. This event took place 
op, the 13th of May, the birth-day of the em- 
prefs queen. 

We (hall (atisfy ourfclves with ftating the 
principal articles ; which were 

The cmporor was to reftore all Bavaria and 
the Upper Palatinate to the eledor palatine, 

the 
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the circle of Burghaufen excepted; and the 
fucceflion to thefe dates was to be afcertained td? 
the prince de Deuxponts, and to all the colla- 
teral branches of the family, that had equal 
claims. 

The eledor of Saxony was to obtain ^ re- 
muneration of fix millions of florins, to be 
Kquidated by the payment of five hundred 
thoufand florins annually. The emperor was 
to renounce the fief of Schonburg, in favour of 
Saxony, which was fituated in the middle of 
the eledorate. 

With refpeft to the fucceflion of the margraviats 
' of Bareuth and Anfpach, which was to revert to 
Pruflia,theemperor acknowledged the legaUty of 
the claim, and promifed no more to oppofe the 
reunion of thofe dates; and the king, on his part, 
renounced all right to Juliers and Berg, in fa- 
vour of the branch of Sulzbach, in confideration 
of the renewing of the guarantee which France 
had granted in behalif of Silefia, by the treaty of 
1741. 

The duke of Mecklenburg was to be allowed 
the right de non appellandoy as an indemnification 
for his claims; and the treaty was finally to be 
guarantied by Ruflia, France, and the whole 
Germanic body,. 

Scarcely 
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Scarcely was the treaty figned before the 
troops of the king, to teflify his good intentions, 
immediately evacuated all the Auftrian diftrifts 
of which they were in pofleffion. 

Such was the end of thefe troubles in Ger- 
many, when all men expefted to have feen a 
fucceffion of campaigns before they fliould have 
been terminated. The whole however was a 
ftrange mixture of negotiation and military 
cnterprife, which could only be attributed to 
the two fadtions that divided the Imperial 
court ; the one of which for a time gained thq 
fuperiority, and was foon after fubdued by the 
other. The generals were kept in perpetual 
uncertainty, and no perfon knew whether it was 
peace or war; wliich difagreeable fituation con- 
tinued to the very day that the peace way figned, 
at Tefchen. It appeared that the Pruffian troops ^ 

had the advantage over their enemies, whenever 
they could bring them to combat according to 
rule ; and that the Imperialifts were moft fuccef- 
ful in art, furprife, and ftratagem, which pro- 
perly belong to a partifan war. 

Given at Potfdam, June ao, 1779. 

FREDERIC. 
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Qtfy oj^ a Letter written by the Emperor's own 
band, to the King of Pruffia, from Olmutz, 
dated April the I ^tb^ iTl^* 

Sir and Brother, 

THOUGH I have hitherto deferred ful- 
filling the mutual promife into which wc 
entered, as well at Neifs as at Neuftadt, to main- 
tain a perfonal correfpondence, it was only th^t, 
being prepared for all accidents, I was defirou? 
of waiting till I myfelf was at a diftance from 
the metropolis, and confequently from whatever 
might fecm to partake of art and policy, that 1 
might communicate my ideas to' your majefty, 
which I believe to be more analogous to our 

T 2 true 
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true intcrefts than all the difputes into which 
we could pofiibly enter. I have reduced thefe 
ideas to a projeft of convention, which is here 
annexed, and which I have the honour to fend 
your majefty. I (hall not add a fingle refleftion, 
well convinced not one will efcape you of which 
the fubjeft is fufceptible. I have at the fame 
time fent full ppwers to Cobenzl, in order that, 
fhould your majefty approve the plan, it m^y 
immediately be figned; and (hould any change 
or explanation be required, concerning acceffary 
circumftances, I intreat your majefty would in- 
form me of them, by an anfwer from yourfelf, 
with a certitude that, if I have the power, no- 
thing you can defire fliall be refufed. Should 
my propofals be in no manner agreeable to you, 
here the affair will naturally terminate. 

I (hall be truly delighted to ftrengthen, by 
this means, that good intelligence which only 
ought to be and can be of advantage to our 
ftates; which has already fo fortunately and fo 
advantageoufly commenced ; which on my part ' 
is founded on the high eft eem and confideration 
wherein I hold the genius and fuperior talents 
of your majefty ; which a perfonal acquaintance 
has increafed; and which I am fincerely de- 
lirous to perpetuate, by affurances and reite- 
rated 
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tated tcftimonies of the fincere fricndfliip with 
which I (hall ever remain 

Sir, brother and coitfin. 
Your moll affeftionate 
Brother and coufin, 

JOSEPH- 



The Plan of the Convention which was annexed 

to the above Letter. , 

Her apoftolic majefty the cmprefs queen, and 
his majefty the king of Pruffia, have with great 
chagrin perceived the affairs of the Bavarian 
fucceflion aflume fo critical and fo embarrafling 
an afpeft; infomuch that, not only every thing 
is at prefent to be feared for the tranquillity of 
Germany, but, the moft feHous confequences 
are likewife to be apprehended in future,* from 
'a fimilar concurrence of circumftances ; and, 
being mutually animated with the fincere defire 
of removing, as much as poflible, whatever 
might be injurious to the good intelligence and 
friendlhip which perfonally fubfifts between 
them, as well as to the general peace of tKc 
German empire, their faid majefties have ami- 
cably confulted together, according to the in- 
formation and aflurances which, on the one part, 

T 3 Ijavc 
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have been given by her majefty the cmprcfs 
queen, and, on the other, according to the de- 
clarations afforded by his majefty the king of 
PrufSa. In this conciliating temper they have 
charged their refpeftive ambaffadors, who arc 
provided with full powers, to enter into and 
conclude a convention of the following tenor. 

I. His Pruffian majefty acknowledges the 
validity of the convention concluded, on the 
3d of January of the prefent year, between her 
apoftolic majefty the empreft queen and his 
moft ferene highnefs the eledor palatine; as well 
as the legality of the polTeffion of cenain diftrifts 
in Bavaria, which have in confequence been 
occupied by her apoftolic and Imperial majefty. 

IL Be it underftood that, in this convention, 
the two contrafting parties have ezprefsly re* 
fcrved the power of entering^ into a final con- 
vention relative to the fexchangei which (hall ba 
regulated by mutual agreement; whether of the 
diftrids which have fallen to her apoftolic and 
Imperial majefty, and, to the houfe of Auftria, 
or of the whole of the country, or only of fome 
parts ; and Jhis Pruffian majefty promifcs to £]£• 
|er the exchanges in queftion to he peaceably 
executed : it being ncverthelefs precifely ftipu* 
lated that the acquifitions, to be made, (hall not 
be from any country which is immediately on the 

frontiers 
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frontiers of the prdcnt provinces of die king of 
Pruffia* 

Hit In return^ her Tmperiad and apoftoUc 
majefty previoufly acknowledges die validity of 
die incorporadon of die countries of AnTpach 
and Bareuth, with the flates of the elder branch 
of the houfe of Brandenbourg^ and (Mromifes on 
her part- ■ " 

IV. Peaceably to fuffer any exchange which 
may be made of thefe countries^ according to 
agreement with his Pruffian majefty; it being 
neverthdefs prediHy flipulated that the ac^ui* 
iiuons> to be made^ (hall not be from any country 
which is immediately on the frontiers of the 
prefent provinces q( her majefty the quMn of 
Hungary* 



^n/wer written in the King^s own band to the 
Emferor^ dated at Scbanwalde, Jfril the i/^b, 
1778- 

Sir and Brother, 

I RECEIVED widi all poffible lariifaaion, 
the letter which your Imperial majefty had the 
goodnefs to write to me. I have neither miniftfcr 
nor fecretary here, therefore your Imperial ma- 
jefty will kindly be pleafed to be Xatisfied with 

T4 dit 
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the anfwir of an old foldier, who writes, wkti 
probity and franknefs, on one of the mofi: 
important fubjefts which politics long has 
iurniflied. 

No perfon is more defiroias than I am of 
maintaining peace and good harmony among 
die powers of Europe; but all things have their 
limits^ and there are pathss fo thorny that good 
inclinations are not alone fufficient to preferve 
affairs in tranquillity. Permit me clearly to^ftatc 
die queftiori of our prefent circumftances to your 
Imperial majcfty, which is nothing lefs than to 
know, whether an emperor has the right erf dif- 
poiing of the fiefs of the empire according to 
^s will ? If this queftion be anfwcrcd in the af- 
firmative, all thefe fiefs will become Timariots *, 
which are only granted during the life of the 
poffeffor, on whofe death they revert to the ful- 
tan. But this is contrary to the laws and cuftoms 
of the Roman empire. No prince will acknow- 
ledge the juftice of fucb a proceeding. Each will 
appeal to the feudal right which afcertains his 
pofleflions to his defcendants, and no one will 
perfonally confent to cement the power of a 
defpot, who foon or late will ftrip him, or his 
children, of pofleflions held time immemorial. 

* A military fief granted to the Spahis in Turkey. T» 

Thefe 
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Thefc are the reafons that have induced the 
whole Germanic body to exclaim againft the 
violent manner in which Bavaria has lately been 
invaded. For my own part, as a member of 
the empire, and as one having confirmed the 
peace of Weftphalia by the treaty of Hubertf- 
burg, I think myfelf direftly pledged to fupport 
the immunities, rights, and liberties of the Ger- 
manic body, and the Imperial capitulations by 
which the power of the chief of the empire is 
limited, in order to prevent the abufes which 
might refult from his pre-eminence. 

Such, fir, is the true ftate of affairs. My 
perfonal intereft is not here concerned, but I am 
perfuaded your majefty would regard me as a 
cowardly man, unworthy of your efteem, 0iould 
I bafely facrifice the rights, immunities, and 
privileges which I and the eledbors have received 
from our anceftors. I ftiall continue to fpeak 
with the fame franknefs. I love and honour 
the perfon of your majefty. It certainly would 
be an afiiidion to me to make war againft a 
prince endowed with fuch excellent qualities, 
and whom I perfonally efteem. Here then I 
(hall add fuch opinions as the little knowledge 
of which I am poflefled has enabled me to form, 
which I fubmit to the fupcrior views of your 
Imperial majefty. 

3 ' I confefs 
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I confefs that Bavaria^ according to die right 
of convenience, may well appertain to the Im- 
perial houfc; but, as every other right oppofes 
fuch a poffcffion, fhould not fatisfaftory equiva- 
lents be made to the duke dc Deuxponts ? Ought 
not indemnifications to be found for the eleftor 
of Saxony, in lieu of the allodial parts of the 
fucceffion of Bavaria ? The Saxon claims amount 
to thirty-feven millions of florins, but perhaps 
/thefe claims might find fome abatement in 
£ivour of peace. In fuch propofitions, not 
omitting the duke of Mecklenburg, your Im- 
perial majefty would fee me concur with joy, be- 
caufc they are conformable to that which my 
duties and the flation in which I am placed 
demand. ^ 

I aflure your majefly, I ct)uld not (peak with 
more.firanknefs, to my brother, than I have at 
prefent the honour to fpeak to you. I intieat 
you would refleft on all I have taken the liberty 
to lay before you, for this is the real ftate of the 
queftion, to which the fucccffion of Anfpach is 
wholly foreign. Our claims are fo indubitable 
that no perfon can bring them into difpute. 
Van Swictcn fpoke on the fubjeA to me, fome 
time within thefe fix yea^s, and informed me the 
Imperial ccnirt would be glad if I had any ex- 
change to propofci becaufe I (hould. deprive his 
4 court 
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court of the plurality of votes in the circle of 
Franconia, and it was not wilhcd to have me 
too near a neighbour to Egra in Bohemia. I 
anfwered him there was no prefent caufe for 
apprehenfion, the margrave of Anfpach being 
in good health, and in all probability likely to 
furvive me. This was all that paffed on the 
fubjeft, and your Imperial majefly may reft per- 
fuaded I relate the truth. 

With refped to the laft memorial I received 
from prince Kauuitz, this faid prince appears 
not to have been in a good temper when draw- 
ing it up. The anfwer could not arrive here in 
lefs than eight days. I oppofe my phlegm to 
liis warmth, and I particularly expeft your Im- 
perial majefty will have the goodnefs to decide 
on the reafonablenefs of the fincere remon- 
ftrances I take the liberty to fend you, being 
with the higheft efteem, and all poflible refped. 

Sir and brother. 

The good brodier and coufin 
Of your Imperial majefty, 
FREDERIC. 

If I ftiould happen to have failed in any of 
the forms of ceremony, I make my apologies to 
your Imperial majefty, protefting upon my ho- 
nour there is not a man, within forty miles of 

the 
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the place, feapablc of giving me proper jnfo/'-i 
mation» 

Letter under the band of the Emperor addrejed 

to the King^ 

Littau> April the i6th» 1778. 

Sir and Brother, 

I HAVE this moment received the letter of. 
your majeftyi whom I perceive to be in an error^ 
concerning fafts which will entirely change the 
purport of this long difcourfe, and the tlatc 
of the queftion ; I have therefore been induced, 
from a regard to the good of mankind, to fend 
you further information in this letter. 

It is not the emperor who ads, in all that re- 
lates to Bavaria; it is the eledor of Bohemia^, 
and the archduke of Auftria; who, as an equal, 
has produced his claims, and ha^ entered into 
an agreement, by a free and friendly convention, 
with his equal and neighbour the eleftor pala- 
tine, who is become th9 fole heir of the ftates 
of Bavaria.^ The right of explaining and mak- 
ing agreements with his neighbour, without 
the intervention of a third, has hitherto ever 
appeared inconteftable, in behalf of any man 
who is not dependent. Confequently, every 
prince of the empire has always exercifcd -this 

right, in claim and deed. 

With 
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With rcfpeft to the allodial pretenfions of the 
court of Saxony and the duke of Mecklenburg, 
which your majefty mentions, thefe appear to 
me things in difpute, to be decided by the par- 
ties, or ended by agreement with the heir, who 
is the eledtor palatine, according to family coni^ 
pafts. 

As to her majefty the emprefs queen, I be^ 
lieve 1 may affirm flie might be induced no 
longer to exercife the right of regrediencc, 
which (he has touched iipon in the anfwer that 
ftie has given, in favour of the other allodial 
heirs, and to give them pleafure^ 

In what, relates to the duke de Deuxponts, 
it is proved he poffeffes no right till after the 
deceafe of the eledor palatine. He is free to 
accede or not to the convention that has been 
made; and though he previoully authorized the 
^leftpr to make an agreement in his name, and 
in the name of all his heii^, with her majefty 
the emprefs queen, in all that concerned the 
Bavarian fucceffion, his claims will nevcrthelefs 
remain in full force; nor does her majefty fup- 
pofe the convention obligatory, as far as it re- 
lates to him; ftie confequently muft make new 
arrangements, or proceed by legal procefs, ac- 
cording to the good right (he pofleffcs, with the 

duke 
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duke de Deuxponts^ when he fhall happen to 
fucceed the cledor palatine. 

I imagine that^ from the reafons here al- 
leged, which are all demonflrated fafts, your 
majefty will be convinced the word defpot, 
which you have employed, and which at the 
lead I abhor as much as yourfelf, is fuperfluous ; 
and that, as emperor, I have done nothing in 
all this affair more than promife to each perfon 
who fhall complain formally to me that his 
claims (hall be attended to, and juftice promptly 
adminiftered. Neither has her majefty the cm- 
prefs queen done any tiding nK>re than affert 
her rights, which fhe has confirmed by a free 
convention; confequently Ihe will employ all 
the means that are in her power, in the defence 
of her poffeffions. 

Such is the true ftate of the queftion, which 
is reduced to an enquiry whether or not any law 
of the empire prevents an eledor from making 
an agreement with his neighbour, and cntcring^ 
into a convendon which is to their mutual con- 
venience, without the interference of a ihird 
perfon. I Ihall tranquilly wait the anfwer you 
(hall pleafe to write, or caufe to be written. I 
have learnt fo many tifeful leffons already from 
your majefty that^ were I not a citizen of the 

X world. 
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worlds and tSeded by the cruel fofibrings with 
which feme millions of beings might from our 
contefts be afflifted, I (hould almoft add I (hould 
not be vexed were you to teach me to become 
a good generaL Your majefly may neverthekfs 
be aiTured that the maintenance of peace^ efpe- 
cially with yourfelf, whom 1 honour and truly 
love, is my fincerc defire; and that, in my 
opinion, four hundred thoufand brave men 
ought not to be employed in mutual murder.*— 
And to what purpofe? What good would rc- 
fult? Which df the parties can foreCbe what 
might be the confequences ? Such are truly my 
refledions, and as fuch I venture to cpmmiini^ 
cate them to your majefty, with all poffible cor- 
diality and franknefs, and remain, with die 
higheft and vaa& perfeft confideradon^ 
Sir and brother. 
Your majcfty's 
Good brodier and coufin, 

JOSEPH. 

Letter written by the King to the Emperor from 
Scbanwalde^ dated Jpril iStb, 1778. 

Sir and Brother, 

THE marks of friendflup which your Imperial 
majefty has deigned to a&rd me are to me g£ 

ineflinuble 
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incftimable value ; for certainly no man rtfyedif, 
and permit me to fay- no one perfonally loves 
you, more than I do. Though unforcfeen 
caufes give birth to a diverfity of opinions on 
political fubjefts, this in no degree changes thofc 
fenfations of which my heart is confcious, in 
your majcfty's favour. Since your majefty there- 
fore approves the franknefs with which, accord-^ 
ing to my cuftom, I fpeak, on thofe weighty 
affairs which at prefent conftitute the principal 
objcAs that employ our thoughts, I am de^- 
firous of affording you this fatisfa6tion, on con- 
dition you will always continue the fame indul- 
gence, in behalf of my fincerity , which you 
have hitherto kindly granted. 

Let me previoully intreat you not to imagine 
that, fedpced by mad ambition, I Aave the 
phrenzy of defiring to ereft myfelf the arbitrator 
of fovereigns. The ardent paffions in me are 
extinguiflied, at my time of life they would be 
unfeafonable, and my reafon prefcribes bounds 
to the fphere of my aftivity. I only intereft 
myfelf in the recent events of Bavaria, becaufe 
with thefe are complicated the interefts of all 
the princes of the empire, of the number of 
whom I am one. And how have I proceeded ? 
I have examined the laws and the Germanic 
conftitutions, as weH as the article of the peace 

• of 
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cF Weftphalia, relative to Bavaria. To the 
whcrtc of tbefe I have compared the aft which 
has lately taken place ; to fee whether thefe laws 
and thefe treaties might be reconciled With the 
feizure of Bavaria ; and I confefs that^ infl:ead> 
of the rights which I.defired there to find, I 
have found the very reverfe, ' 

That I may more clearly explain my remarks 
to your Imperial majefty, fufFer me to draw a 
comparifon. I will fuppofe that the prefent 
reigning branch of the landgraves of Hefle wag 
on the point of becoming extinft, and that the 
eleftor of Hanover, by a treaty figned with the 
laft of the heirs of thefe princes, (hould feizc 
on Hefle, under the pretext of his confent. 
The princes of Rheinfels, who are of the fame 
family, wovdd no doubt reclaim the inheritance, 
becaufe the poffeffor of i fief is no more than 
the life landlord, and, according to all the feu- 
dal laws, neither could transfer nor difpofe of 
his poflcffions, without the confcnt of the heirs 
at law; that is to fay of the princes of Rheinfels; 
confcqiiently, in every legal court, the eleftor 
of Hanover would be convifted of having taken 
poffeffion by force of arms of a difputed inheri* 
tance, and would lofe his caufe with cofts of fuit» 
Different is the cafe of the fucceflion of an ex- 
tind family ; of fuch an ' inheritance the heirs 

VOL* IV, U have 
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b^ve a right to take^ poiteffion^ as has \^&x 
prat^ifed in Saxony at the detreafe of the dukes 
of Mcrfcburg, Naumburg, and Zcitz« Such 
kave hitheno been the laws and cufloms of the 
holy Roman empire* 

I now come to the rig]ht of regredience^ which 
has been mentioned in the manifello published 
by the Imperial court. I remember that, in 
die year 1740, the king of Poland endeavoured 
to exert this right, to flibftantiate the ckums 
which he made on Bohemia« as the huiband of 
the queen his confort ; and I recoUef): that the 
Auftrian minifters at that time warmly refuted 
the arguments which the minifters of Saxony 
deduced from the right, which the former per- 
fevered in affirming to be incfFeftual and inad- 
miffiWe. And can that right which is impotent 
at one time become valid at another? I own to 
your Imperial majefty fuch rcafoning to mc ap* 
peats Gontradiftoiy. 

Your majefty adds, in your letter, that what* 
cvex relates to the duke de Deuxponts may be, 
accommodated with him^ at the death of the 
cleftor of Bavaria. Permit me to aik, why not 
accommodated' at prefcnt ? For,' in reality, this 
is but to cherifti the feeds of new troubles and 
ncwdivifions, when there is no impediments^ 
putting an eud to them at prefect. 

Do 
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Do not take it amifs that 1 add a word on the 
fubjed of the cledor of Saxpny, whom ypu wifti 
to confign over to the eleftor palatine. In or- 
der to fatisfy the former the latter ta\)& be en« 
tireiy ftripped. And are there no better expe- 
dients to be founds T imagine this to be an 
^air well worthy of attention; and tbefe expe* 
dientS) be they what they may^ Ihould be namedf 
for they will forve as fixed points on which the 
iuegdtiators may tr^t^ 

In fine, fince your Imperiai majefty emboldens 
by permitting me to fpeak the truth, and finc^ 
^oo are fo worthy the, truth fliould be fpol^n 
to you, while opening my heart, I Ihall not 
taeet your difapprobation by offering a few 
ideas which may tend to conciliation. I never^ 
theldfs believe a difcufiion of that nature muft 
jieceffarily be treated on by minifters appointed 
for the purpofe* You will determine whether 
jtou think proper to fend orders on the fubjeft 
to count Cobenzl, or to appoint any other pcr- 
fon, the better to accelerate a work fo advan- 
tageous to humanity. I will allow it is a chaos 
that will be difficult to reftore to order; but 
the profpe£t of difficulty ought to encourage 
and not to repel ; if too great to be 6vercome, 
compaffion at leaft requires attempts fliould be 

U a made 
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ttisidt; afid, if' peace be fincerely wifted, it 
ought to be cemented in t;he moil durable man** 
ner. 

Your majefly will reft perfuaded I never can 
confound any difputes with the coniideration in 
which I hold your perfon. You have been 
pleaTed to joke with me. Your maj^fly has no 
need of a mailer. You will a& whatever part 
you ihall think proper, for Heaven has endowed 
you with uncommon talents. You will eaiily 
recoiled that LucuUus had never commanded 
an army when he was fent by the Roman fenate 
into Pontus. Here had he fcarcelv arrived be* 
fore, as a firft attempt, he vanquiihed Mithri- 
datcs. May your Imperial majefty be the win* 
ner of viftorics, and I ihall be the firft to ap* 
plaud; though I cannot but add may it never 
be when oppofing me. ' 

I am, with every fentiment of the mdl per* 
feft efteem, and all poffible coniideration. 

Sir and brother, 

your Imperial majefly's 

Good brother and couiih, 

FREDERIC. 



Le»cr 
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Letter from the Emperor. 

Komg%netz, April the l^tlif 177s. 

Sir and Brother^ 

I AM very fcnfibly affefted by the kind letter 
which I have juft received from your majefty ; 
and^ were the high confideration^ and I may 
venture to affirm the true friendftiip, which I 
have ever perfonally entertained far you, capa* 
ble of increafe, it would certainly be cffefted 
by your majefty's letter. I (hall imjpart the 
humane plans with which it abounds^ and which 
are fo well worthy of a man fo great, to her 
majefty the ipniprefs queen; but I may pre- 
vioufly aflure yo^ her Imperial majefty has al- v; 
ready given, and will again repeat, all neceffary 
Jnftruftions to Cobenzl, that he may accept and 
endeavour to accede to all conciliatory propo- 
fitions, as far as they are decent and poffibie, 
not forgetting what her majefty owes to herfelf 
and her monarchy, in order to remove, as well 
for the prefent as in future, the fcourge of war 
from our refpeftive ftatc?. However difficult 
the attempt pi^y appear, if the parties are ^quall^ 
willing^ it may be accomplilhed ; and we IhaU 

tli^reby mutually acquire fame much moye hift^ / 

U3 _ ing 
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ing than all the glory viftory befto^s; while 
bcncdidions from all pur fubjedts, and the pre- 
fervation of fuch multitudes of men, will be to 
us the moft fplendid of trophies. Nor can any 
one be fenfible of die^value of fuch bleflings 
but thofe who are confcious how great is the 
good of rendering men happy. 

While fpeaking to me of the means of pre- 
ferving peace, your majefty feems willing to 
make war on my underftanding, by the too 
flattering compliments you are pleafed to pay 
me, and which well might diforder my brain, 
did I not know how deficient I am in experience 
imd abilities. Diftant as I am by charafter fron^ 
vanity, ^hd from taking pleafqre in being flat* 
tered, I will neverthelef§ confefs I am not infen- 
fible to the efteem and approbation of fo ex* 
cellent a judge as your majefty. I intreat you 
to remain indubitably perfuadcd of the very 
-high fentiments of perfed confideration and fin-^ 
cere friendftiip with which J am, during life^ 
petfonally devoted to you, I remain, 

^ Sir and brother, 

Tfour majefly's 

Qqod brother and coufin, 

JOSEPH, 
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Letter in the King^s own band^writin^ to the Em^ 

Sdionwaldcy April the 20tb» ^I779« 
Sit AND BuOTHCft^ 

KOTHING could be more glorioqs to your 
Imperial majefty than the refolution you havt 
condcfcended to take, to endeavour to avert 
the riling ftorm, by which fo many innocent 
people are menaced. The fuccefs, fir, which 
the moft illuftrious warriors have gained over 
their enemies, is divided among many perfons 

who have concurred to obtain it, by their valour 
and their condu6L But the benefits which fo- 
vereigns confer pn humanity are attributed folely 
to themfclves> bccaufe they partake of the good- 
nefs of their charadters, as well as of the eleva- 
tion of their genius. There is no kind of fame 
to which your majefty may not affert your 
claims, whether it relates to deeds of arms or 
to afts of moderation. I believe you equally 
capable of both. Your Imperial majefty qiay 
reft perfuaded I (hall aft without difguifc, and 
with the utmoft fincerity employ every means of 
conciliation that can be propofed; in order, on 
the one part, to prevent the effufion of innocent 
blood, arid on the other, fir, to demonftrate 
tbe fentimcnts of admiration in which I hold 

^ U 4 you 
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you pcrfonally, and the prgfouijd 4mpre()40ns 
which will never be effaced from my heart. 

I hope your Injperjal m^yeflty wJU reft pep^ 
fuaded that, when I venture to fpeak of the ftnti- 
ments I perfonally entertain for you, I ufe the 
pure and fimple language of truth. I am rather 
accufed of a too open fincerity than pf flattery, 
an4 am incapable of faying what I do not think. 
In^ the mean time, and whi|e it (hall pleafe youf 
Imperial majefty to regulate the important negor 
tiatipi^ in queftfqn, I intreat yqu will |3elieve me^ 
, with every feeling pf the moft perfedt eftccit^ 
and the higheft cpnfideration^ ^ 

Sir and brother. 

Your Imperial majefty^s 

Good brother and coufin, 

". , ^ ... . , 

FREDERIC. 

♦ 

€0fy of a Letter frpm the Ruffian Amhaffaior a( 
Vienna y Prinze Qallifzin, to the King. 

Sire, 

HER majefty the empref? queen has confide^ 
to me tl^e refplution Qie h^s talcen to difpatcH 
her envoy, NJ. Thugut, to your ffiajefty, whp is 
charged with a letter addrefled to you, as well 
a? lyith overtures that may tend to. ftoj) the prci- 

greft 
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grefs of the mifundcrftanding which has hap- 
pened between the two courts. She has re- 
quired me to provide him with a paflport, as vx 
die name of a perfon who is in the fervice of mf 
auguft fovereign, as well as with a letter for your 
piajcfty, 

I have obeyed her commands, and conformed 
to her wiflics, with the lefs hefitation b^aufe | 
haye fuppbf§d the commiiEon M, Thugut has 
pndertakjBn willl^e agreeable to your majefty* 

Nothipg wiU equal my happinefs if, after 
having afted as an ipftrument in promoting the 
moft heroic adion of the reign qf your majefty, 
fhat ofcQnjferririg peace on Germany at the head 
©f ypvir puiffanf; armies, I may vepturis to flatter 
myfclf that your majefty will deign to accept the 
Jiomage which, on this occafion, I lay at your 
feet, and tjjofe fentimcnts of the rooft profpupd 
fcfpeft with whiph I am^ 

Sire, 

Your majefty's 
Moft humble, moft obedient, and moft 
Submifllve fervant, '^ 

. DE:METRIUS Prince GAU.ITZIN. 

Vienna, Juljrthc I2th, 1778, 
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thi Anjuoer of bis l^tajefiy to Prince CoUitzm, it 

Picma. 

* 

Fram ibt camp befofc Jaromirs, 
July the 17th, 1778. 

Sir, 

, Notwithftanding that the laft negotiation with 
the court of Vienna has been interrupted, I am 
not fo ^verfe to peace but that, if this court fliaH 
make acceptable prppofals, and which may be 
reconciled to the maintenance of the fyftem of 
the Germanic body, I (hall ever be very much 
difpofed to receive them; and if M.Thugut be 
charged with any propofition I (hall not, for the 
good of humanity, rcfufe to hear him, and to 
make a iaft effort to pbt ^n end to thefe troubles. 
I pray God,' fir, that he will be pleafed to take 
you into his holy keeping. 



Oj>y of a Letter from h^ M^Ljijly the Emprefx 
^ucen, fent fy the Skur Tbugui. 

Sir, BRf>Ti|Et^,.AND Cousin, 

FROM the recal of baron Ritdefel, and the 
entrance of your majefty's tropps into Bohemia, 
1 behold, with extreme fenfibility, a new war 
broken out. My age, and the defire I have to 

prefervp 



prefcrve peace, arc known to the whole world, 

lior can I afE>rd n more evident proof than by 

the ftcp I now take* My maternal heart i$ 

juftly alarmed when I recoUeft that two of my 

fons, and a beloved fon-in-law, are at the army* 

I aft at prefcnt without having informed th^, 

emperor my fon, and I reguefl;^ your majefty 

will fyffcr the affair to remain totally fecret, be 

its fuccefi what it may. My vnfhts tend to 

renew and terniinate the negotiation Aus fiu* 

condufted by his majefly the emperor, and 

broken off, to my very great regret. This^ 

letter will be delivered into your own hands by 

the baron Thugyt, who is provided with in- 

ftruftions and full powers. Ardently wifhing 

our hopes may be accompliflied, agreeable to 

our dignity and to our mutual fatis&ftion, I 

Entreat your majefty to reply with fimilar fenti- 

meats to the ftrong defire 1 have that our good 

intelligence (hould be for ever re»cftablilhed, 

for the good of the human race, and Ukewife of 

our families. 

J remain your majefty's 
Good iifter and cou&i, 

MARIA TH^HESA. . 



• 



op:^ 



j3©0 . FOSTHXTMOtrs VTOKKftk 

Ofy ^f ^ ^ofiJ^ripfS to ibe above Letter from thf 
I Mmfrejs ^ueen. 

Thciztb. 

THIS moment intelligence is arrived, of the 
8tb and 9th^ from the camp, which informs me 
of the arrival of the armies in prefence of each 
other. I am the more eager to expedite the pre- 
fent difpatches left fome accident fhould change 
the iituation of affairs. After the departure of 
Thiigutj I intend to fend a courier off for thq 
emperor, that I may thereby perhaps prevent 
fom? precipitate ftep which, with all my heart| 
1 wifti to prevent, 

1 am your majefty's , 

Good fifter and coufin, 

MARIA THERESA. 

Copy ^f t^e full Power givefi under (be band of tbc 
Emprefs ^eerty the Original of wbicb was re.' 
turned to tbe Sieur Tbugut, at Welfdorfy on tbi 
lytbofjuly, 1778. 

I HEREBY give full powers to the baron von 
Thugut, that h^ may conclude a convention with 
his majefty the king of Pruffia, according to 
fuch intentions as I have confided to him. 

MARIA THERESA. 

Jjdythe lath, 177?. 

Copy 



Copy of the frofofitims of her Mdjejly the Emprefi 

I. The emprefs queen, of her prefcnt pof- 
feflions in Bavaria, (hall preferve an extent of 
country equivalent to a million in revenue, and 
fliall reftore the remainder to the eledor pala- 
tine. 

II. She will inceflantly agree with the i^lec- 
tor palatine concerning an exchange to be made, 
to the fatisfadtion of both parties, between thefc 
poflclHons and fome other part of Bavaria, the 
revenue of which (hall not exceed a million, and 
which (hall neither be in the vicinity of Ratifbon 
nor have the inconvenience of dividing Bavaria, 
as the prefent pofleffions do. 

III. She will unite her good offices to tho(e 
of his majefly the king of Pruilia, to obtain 
without delay a ju(t and equitable accommoda- 
tion between the eledor palatine and the eledor 
di Saxony, relative to the claims of the latter 
over the allodial inheritance of Bavaria. 



Copy of the Additions made by the King to the ethove 

Propofitions. ^ 

IV. May not the emprefs give up, her 

claims over fome fiefs in Saxony, to the fove- 

3 reignty 



reignty of which (he makes pretence in qiudity 
of queen of Bdiemia ? 

V. May not the duke of Mecklenburg he 
indemnified^ by obtaining fome fmall fief of 
the empire ? 

VI. Is it ytt agreed to regulate the fucccf- 
£on of Bareuth and Anfpach according to thi 
ftipvdations in the treaty^ further adding that 
the eleftor of Saxony (hall caufe eventual ho* 
mage to be rendered to hinifelf from the two 
margraviats^ and that the king of Pruflia (ballj 
in like manner, receive homage from Lufatia ? 

VII. Is the blockade of the city of Rati(bon, 
in which the diet of the empire is afiembled^ to 
h^raifed? 

Such are nearly the points which muft ht 
agreed to^ in order that the preliminaries may 
be filled* 

Cffpy of the Anjkioir oftU King to the ithove tetter, 

}tiJl^i 1 7781 
Madam Airn Sister^ 

M* THUGUT has prefented the letter with 
which he wiks charged by your Imperial and 
royal majefty. No perfon here knows him, 
&or (hall any one be informed that he has been 
here. It was worthy of the charafter of your 

- Imperial 
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Imperial aad royal majefty to give nmrks of 
magnanimity and moderation in a litigious* 
affair^ after having maintained the fucceflion of 
your anceftors with heroic fortitude. The ten- 
der attachment which your Imperial majefly 
betokens for the emperor^ your fon> and for 
princes of fo much merits mv& acquire you the 
applauie of all feeling hearts ; and this^ if pof- 
fible^ increafes the high confideration in which 
I hold your facred perfon. Baron' Thugut has 
minuted down fome points, to ferve as a bafis 
for a fufpenfion of 'arms. I have been obliged 
to add fome articles^ part of which were before 
agreed on, and others which I imagine will meet 
with no difficulty. 

In the mean rime, madam, till the anfwer ar- 
rives, I fliall fo regulate my proceedings that 
your Imperial majefty fhall have nothing to 
fear f«: the blood-royal, or in behalf of an em- 
peror whom I love and whoni I refped, although 
our principles difagree, as far as tliey relate to 
the afiairs of Germany. 

ML Thugut is immediately to depart for Vi- 
enna, and! believe that in fix or feven days he 
may return. I {hall, in the interim, fend for 
fuch minifters as are neceflary to conclude the 
negoriation, Ihould jour Imperial majefty deign 
to oonfent to fome neceflary articles, which I 
4 have 
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have added, in order that the prelimiiiarics 
may be iigned. 

I am, with the higheft confideration. 

Madam and lifter. 

Your Imperial and royal majefty's 

Good brother and couiin, 

FREDERIC. 



Cofy of ajecwtd Letter from ber Imperial Majejfy 
the Empre/s ^een, Jent under a cover from 
Vrince Gallitzin, without arty Letter from that 
jfmtajador^ 

July the zzi, X778. 

Sir, Brother, and Cousin, 

THUGUT arrived here yefterday, very late, 
and delivered me the letter from your majefty, 
dated on the 1 7th inftant. I there, to my great 
fatisfaftion, read fentiments conformable to my 
own, relative to peace, as well as the various 
obliging things you are pleafed to fay. Hav- 
ing informed the emperor of the journey of 
Thugut, I will immediately communicate to him 
the anfweAhat has been brought back. I (hall 
haften, as foon as I am able, to fend every ex- 

pknadoft 



-»-.■' I- 



jpianatioh which you require. I remain^ in th« 
mean rimci 

Sir, brother, iind coufin> 

Your good fiftcr and coufin, 

MARIATHERESA. 



G^y of tbi Anjwer of the King U the ahcvt Letter. 

July the 25th, 1778. 

MaIdam awd Sister^ 

THE letter which your Imperial and royal 
niajefty has had jhc goodnefs to write to me is 
Taftly arrived. I (ball wait, madam, till yon 
ftnd your augirfl fon (hall think proper to de- 
termine c6nccrniil^ the prefent fituation of af- 
fairs, having good reafon to predid: happy con- 
fcquences from their wifdom and moderation. 
I reiterate to your Imperial and royal maje(ly 
the affuranccs which I have before given you, 
that I (hall fo well regulate my proceedings that 
you may remain undifturbed, concerning the 
Cafety of perfons who are to you, by right, {o 
dear and precious. Nothing decifive (hall hap- 
pen before your Imperial and royal majefty (hall 
have diought proper to return your anfwer. I 

VOL. iv« X am. 
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im, with all admiration^ and . the highcft coa« 
fideration^ 

Madam and iider. 

Your Imperial and royal majefty V 

Good brother and coufm, 

FREDERIC. 

Cofy of a Litter from the King t^ her Majefty the 

Emprefs ^een» 

Julythe28thti778. 

Madam and Sister^ 

HOWEVER rcluftant I may be to impor* 
tune your Imperial and royal majefty by letters, 
I have ncverthelcfs thought it my duty^ undor 
the prefent circumftai\ces, to lay before you 
4ome ideas which I have conceived, relative to 
the general pacification of Germany. 1 have 
fuppofed them fuch as were moft proper fpeedily 
to conciliate the prefent difputes. I fubmit them 
to the fuperior intelligence of your Imperial 
majefty; and even, ftiould you not think them 
acceptable, I intreat you will attribute them 
to nothing but the fincerity with which I enter 
into your pacific views, and the defire I have to 
fave fo many innocent people from the misfor* 
tuincs and wretchednefs which are the inevitable 
7 attendants 
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attendants upon war. I am, with fentlments of 
the higheft confidcration. 

Madam atid fiflef^ 

Your Imperial and royal majefty's 

Good brother and coufin, 

FREDERIC. 



C(^ of the PropofitionSy annexed to the ahove Letter ^ 
for a new general Plan of Reconciliation. 

\. Her ntiajefty tht emprefs queen (ball re«^ 
ftore the eleftor palatine whatever flie is at pre- 
icnc pofleflM of, in Bohemia and the Upper 
Palatinate. In retumi the ele<%or fliall cede to 
lier the diflrift of Eturghaufen, from Paflau, on 
the banks of the Inn, to the confluence of the 
Salza; and on the banks of the Salza, to the 
frontiers of Salzburg, near Wildihut; the re^ 
miwder of the difbift of Burghaufen, as Veil as 
die river of the Inn, being to appertain to the 
palatine family. By this means the court of 
Vienna will obtain, without difpute, a great and 
fertile province, which will add to the uni* 
foraxity of Auftria; a province which is bor^* 
dered by a fine river, and which conuins the 
fortrefs of Schardingcn, with other confiderable 
towns : Bavant will not be divided in two parts ; 

X 2 and 
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and Ae city of Ratifbonj as well as die diet, will 
remain free, 

II. Should the court of Vienfioa find any re- 
pugnance to afford the Palatine houfe indemni- 
fication by the ceding of any diftrift, this (he 
may in fome fort afTedt, though in no manner 
proporrionatc to the ceffion made, by renounc- 
' ing her feudalities, or rights of fovereignty, in 
the Upper Palatinate and Saxony, and by pay* 
ing a million of crowns to the eleftor of Saxony. 
The court of Vienna, if ihe (hall conform to 
the two lafl articles, will fatisfy the cloftor of 
Saxony for his allodial claims, inftead cf.thti 
eleftoi' palatine, who thus will be releafed fixna^ 
tTie obligations he is under to Sfixony, and iii 
fome meafure indemnified for the lofs of Ac 
diflrift of Burghaufen, For the further gjtkd&J 
cation of the eleftor of Saxony, the fmall priiici^ 
pality of Mindelheim may be added as a fr^i^ 
illodial, together with the little diftrift of R^ 
thenberg, appertaining to the Upper Palatins«e, 
' but included within the territory of Numbci^* 
Every confideration of equity, honour and in- 
terefl, require that the exch^ige of the diflridtsi 
occupied in Bavaria, the fatisfaftion of the 
houfe of Palatine and the eleftor <rf Saxony, 
and in general the arrangement of the Bava- 
rian- fucceffion, fliould not be referred to any 

particular 
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ptrciculiir diTcuplon and negotiation ; but that 
all fliould be regulated at prefent. with the con* 
currtooe of his naa^y, die king of Pruflia, at 
the friend and ally of dae two families. Thi$ 
plan may be propo(ed to them^ and the tW9 
ti)e(5tx)rs invited to accede to it, ' as foon as 
their Injq^erial majeftics (hall come to terms with 
las majefty the king <^ Prufliaj and there is 
every reafon to hope they will not refufe, the 
luuture of the plan and all circumftances con- 
feJcrcd, 

III. As foon as the Bavarian fucceflion fhall 
bt thus arranged, h^r Imperial majefty, as well 
its the cledor of Saxony, (ball renounce 
^U future claims over Bavaria and the Upper 
^Palatinate; and the exprefs fucce(rion of thefe 
twt> countries (hall be afcertained, without ex* 
ception, to the princes palatine of Deuxponts, 
after the prefcnt line of Sulzbach (hall become 
fxtindt. 

IV. The fiefs which hgve been left vacant 
iji ?he gmpire, by the death of the Jaft eleftpr of 
. ^waxis^^ (h^ll be conferred on the elector pala-» 
tine, and i^cr hjm on the Jine of Peuif ponjs, 

- V. His majefty the emperor will.pleafe to 
confer one of fhefe fmall ftefs on the dukes of 
Mecklenburg, or otherwife grant them the pri-r 
yiicge de nm afpilkndo throughout their dutchy. 
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to indemnify them for their claims over a part 
of the landgraviat of Leuchtenberg, 

VL Their majefties, the emperor ind the 
emprefs queen, will pleafe to renounce their 
rights of feridality, or others^ wjiich the crown 
of Bohemia might have in the countries cf 
Anfpach and Bareuth, and engage never to 
oppofe the incorporation of the countries of 
Anfpach and Barcuth with the primogeniture 
of the cle&orate of Brandcnbourg. Should hh 
majcfty the king of Pruflia and the eleftor of 
Saxony come to any agreement for an exchange 
of the countries of Anfpach and Bareuth, in lieu 
of the margraviats of Lower and Upper Lufetia, 
and fome other diftrids^ as (hall be to them con- 
venient, their Imperial and royal majdkies (hall 
in no manner countera(% fuch exchange^ but 
fiiall rather, in fuch cafe, renounce all right of 
feudality, reverfion, purchafe, or other claims 
which they may have over |-.ufatia entire, or 
over fome parts of the country ; fo that his ma- 
jefty, the king of Pruffia, and his heirs and fuc- 
ceflbrs, may poflcfs that country free from all 
claims, on tlie part of the houfe of Auftria* 

This plan appears conformable to equity, and 
to circumftances, and to be to the utmoft advan- 
tage to the houfe of Auftria. If thefe articles 
fixould be agreed on, it will not be difficult to 

form 
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form them into preliminaries, or into a definitive 
treaty* 

Copy of a third Letter from her Majejiy the 

Emfre/s ^een. 

Auguft the ift. 

Sir, Brother, andCofsik, 

BARON Thugut was about to depart, on his 
return to your majefty, when your letter, of the 
28th of July, came to hand, accompanied with 
a new plan of general reconciliation. 1 had 
charged him to give every explanation which 
you could have wiftied, and to make reciprocal 
propofitions, on my part, which I imagined 
might lead to our mutual agreemtntf But 
thofe which your majefty has juft remitt^ me, 
very much to my regret, fo highly alter the fitua* 
tion of affairs that it is not poflible I (hould im* 
mediately determine on an anfwer. This I will 
endeavour to ^ve as foon as may be, to inform 
you of which I fend Ae prefept, begging yo\| to 
remain perfuaded of the confide}:atipA with w)4ch 

Sir, brother, and {x>ufin, 
your majefty- s 
Qood iifter and coufin, 

MARIA THERESA. 
X4 
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Copy 0f the King^s Anjwer to the above Leittf^^ 

Auguft the 5th, 1778) 

Madam^ Sister^ and Cdrsiifr^ 

1 HAVE juft received the letter wWch youy. 
royal and Imperial tnajefly has had tlie goodnef^ 
to write to me ; I am fenfible, madam^ diat af-: 
£iirsof fuch importance well demand ferious de- 
liberation. I therefore (hall patifsntly wait thQ 
refolutions which your royal and Imperial ma*? 
jefly (hall take> ^xid which you will deign tq 
communicate to mc by the baron Thugut, with 
^n aflurance of the feiitiments of the higheft coa^ 
fideration with which I (hall ever remain. 

Madam^ fifter^ and coufin^i 

. Your Imperial and royal oiajefty'sf 

Good brother and coufin, 

FREDERIC, 



• • • V I « - 4 



^y '/ « Aittii Letter frm her Maje^ tifi 

Av^vA. the 6tb, 

. • , '. • I . i 

Sii^, Brother, and Cousin, 

IN my letter of the firft inftant, I inforpjed 
your majefty that I would remit my thoughts on 
the propofition of a new plan of general reconr 

cuiauon. 



cUiatiof). Iliugut is in Gonfequence chargecl* 
py lay |>efore you a counter-propofal on my part,' 
4t once to tcfminate the miferies of a cruel aiMf 
4eftruftive war. I refer you to What Thugut 
fliall communicate^ and am, with all confide-^ 
Nation, 

Sir, brother, and coufin. 

Your majefty •§ 

<jood fifter and coufin, 

MARIA THERESA. 

fp^ of she Counter-propofal which is mentioned 

* • 

jn the ahove Letter. 

THE empreft queen, not being aftuated by 
yiews ]of aggrandifement, and principally deCr- 
ing oplythe fopporp of her oWn dignity, her 
political refpeft, and jthe balance of power in 
jGermany^ her faid majefty declares that flie is 
jdifpojfed and determined to reftore whatever (he 
Jias caufed her troops to occupy in Bavaria, and 
the Upper Palatinate, ^hd to releafe -the ele<5tor 
falatine from the engagements into which he 
(entered with her, by the convention of the third 
of January, on condition j/f»(f qua nen that it (hall 
pleafe his Pruffian majefty to bind himfelf and 
his fucceflbrs in due fi>nn, not tb reunite th^ 

tw« 



/ 
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two margraviats of Barcutb and Anipacb to the 
elder branch of his family^ fo long as any fecon- 
dary branch (hall remain^ according to the 
flipulations in the Pragmatic fanftion of the 
houfe of Brandenbourg; which^ having beea 
confirmed by the emperors and the empire, has. 
obtained the force of a pubhc law. As by the 
means of fuch regulation the whole Bavarian 
fucccflion will be reftored to its primitive ftate, 
the difcuffion and judgment of the claims of 
the other interefted parties to the faid fucceffion 
will be remitted to the common courts of juf- 
tice> as prefcribed by the laws and conftitutioa 
of the empire, conformable to what his Pruffian 
majefty did hiniifelf from the beginning propofe. 

Ccfy of the 4np(viT of th King to the above Letter^ 

Augwft the iQth, 1778, 

Madam, Sister, and Cousin, 
M. THUGUT delivered the letter to m^ 
which your Imperial and royal majefty had the 
goodnefs to write. He delivered in the propo- 
rtions with which he was charged, and, as they 
were not conciliatory, he remarked the dillike 
I tcftified to their acceptance. He told me that 
there perhaps were ftill other means for the 
pftcificatjoii of the troubles of Germany^ an4 

that 
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that he had been ordered^ by your Imperial 
and royal majefty^ to make overtures accord^ 
ingly. Hearing this, I propofed that he fliould 
confer with my minifters, in dtder that it might 
be known whether this laft expedient would be 
more fuccefsful than the preceding had been. 
Your Imperial and royal majefty will at leaft be 
my witnefs that, fliould not this falutary work 
be brou^t to a happy conclufion, it will be no 
fault of mine. I am, with the higheft confide* 
ration, 

^adam, iifter, and coufin. 

Your Imperial and royal majefty's 
Good brother and coufin, 
FREDERIC. 
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No. /. Trofofition of bet Majejfy the Emfrefs 
^eetty which was remitted to^ the King by M. 
von Thugut, at the camp of fVelfdorf in So- 
hernia^ the iitb of Auguji 1778, and afttrward 
to the PruJJian Miriiflers of Braunau. As the 
Sieur von Jiugut confejed him/elf that it bad 
heen declined hy the King at Weljdorfy it was 
only produced f but was thrown afide^ and he 
immediately made the Proportion which is con- 
tained under No. II. 

TH E propofirion No. I. is the fame which 
has already been gited page 3 1 3 ; it is there- 
fore omitted here^ and only noticed as a part of 
the negotiation. 

No. n. Prcpojitions of her Majejly the Emprefs 
^een, which M. von Tbugut remitted to the 
Minifters of the King, during the frft Confe- 
rence held at the Onvent of Braunau, in Bo^ 
mpa, Auguft the i^tb, 1778. 

i. The 
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L The empreis queen will reftrid the adVaiitf 
tages which ought to refult to her from heif 
claims over th? Bavarian fucceflion, and her 
convention made ^th the deftor palatine, to 
the acquifition of a revenue of no more than 
one million of florins. . ... 

II. The eleftor palatine and the palatine 
houfe, in retyrn, (hall cede to the eqjprefe 
queen, and (hall refpedively exchange with 
her, that part of Bavaria and of the Upper Pala- 
tinate included within the limits which are here 
immediately indicated. 

The line of demarcation (hall begin beiide 
Kufllein^ in the county of Tyrole ; it (hall fol* 
low the courfe of the Inn, as far as WafTerburg ; 
from thence it (hall be continued toward Land* 
fliut, to Lanckwat, afterward to Perbing, Do* 
nauftauf, Nittenau, Neuburg, and Retz, as far 
OS Waldmuncben^ $long the high road whkli 
leads to Toms, in Bohemia* ■ 

This cedion (hall be made in the following 
manner. An exad eftimate (hall be obtained 
of the whole revenues of that extent of country. 
The eftimate (hall be made on the fpot, accord^ 
ing to the original accounts of the general receipts^ 
as they exift in the revenue accom^ts of Munich. 
It (hall be regulated and Yeri(ied by a commif- 
fion, compofed of a CQuiqiiffioner on the part of 
3 the 
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the emprefs queen, another on the part of the 
deftor palatine, and a third appointed by the 
duke de Deuxponts. 

The eftimate being made, there fhall be a 
pre-kvy ^ iofd million of florins for the preciputj^ 
"which the eniprefs queen /hall riferve to herfelfi 
land her faid majefty fliall make an exaft and 
faithful compenfation, for any furplus contained 
in this ceffion, to the eledor palatine of other 
poflefiions equal in revenue, and in fuch a man- 
ner as the thfee commiflioners, above mention- 
ed, (h4ll freely and fully agree on, among them- 
felvcs. 

The empi'efs queen {hall, ift particular^ cede 
to the eleftor palatine whatever (he poflefles in 
the circle of Suabia, provided that the revenues 
of the new acquifition, which Ihe (hall make in 
Bavaria and the Upper Palatinate, after a de- 
dudion of her preciput of a revenue of a million 
of florins, be found equal in revenues to her 
aforefaid poffeflions in Suabia; the eftimate of 
which (hall in like manner be proved, by an 
examination of the original ftatement of the re- 

♦ A part dcduAcd previous to the divjfion of the remain* 
dcr. T. 

f The previous dedudion from the wholcj nearfy fynoay- 
mous to prc4cvy» T* 

VOL. IV, y ccipts. 
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ccipts. Should the re Venues of the new acqui- 
fition in Bavaria prove to be inferior, the cef- 
fidns which the emprefs queen (hall make in 
Saabia ffcall be proportionate ; and, if the rcve- 
naes of the acquifitions in Bavaria and the 
Upper Palatinate (hould exceed the preciput of 
the emprefs queen, together with the revenues 
of the Auftrian pofTeffions in the circle of 
Suabia, her (aid majefty (hall, in like manner, 
equitably and faithfully indemnify thfe eledtor 
palatine, either by other ce(fions, of an equal 
revenue, in the Netherlands, or in taking upm 
berfelf a proportionate part of the debts of Ba^ 
uaria, or in any other manner, as (hall be freely 
and fully agreed on, by the three commiflioners^ 
before mentioned. 

III. Her majefty the emprefs queen engages, 
in behalf of herfelf and her fucceflbrs, tp make 
np oppofition to the reunion of the two mar- 
graviats of Bareuth and Anfpach, to the elder 
branch of the efedoral family of Bramienbourg; 
and, (hould his majefty the king of Pruffia find it 
convenient to make any exchange, between the 
countries of Bareuth and Anfpach and the 
Upper and Lower Lufatia, the emprefs queen, 
will not only defift from impeding fuch an e:^- 
change, but, will afford it aU'the aid in her. 
power; and particularly by renouncing all her 

claims 
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claims of feudality, of rcvcrfion, or othersi on 
^e Upper and Lower Lufatia. 

IV« During the ^refent negotiations thelatis^ 
&<5tion which is to be given to the eleftor of 
Saxony, on the part of the eleftor palatine, re^ 
lative to his allodial claims, (hall be treated on> 
by the interventiqn of the united gockl offices of 
her majefty the emprefs queen and his majefty 
the king of Pruffia. 

V. To facilitate the arrangement of the allo- 
dial claims of the eledor of Saxony, the emprefs 
queen wiU renounce all her rights of feudality^ 
and others which flie poflefles over fome fiefs in 
Saxony. 

VI. Her majefty the emprefs queen will givft 
her vote, in conjunction with his majefty the 
king of Pruffia, that the emperor and thie em* 
pire may confer one of the fmall vacant fief& on 
the duke of Mecklenburg^ 

M. ///. The /hfOfer vf tht f ruffian Mntji&s^ t$ 
tbi Propofititms which M. vm Thugut br^bt 
to the King, m tht Pari of her Mt^tfty tht 
Emfrefs ^uecn^ 

THESE propofiubns fednfift iii an alterhitive, 
tha firft part of which indicates that her rtiajefty 
the emprefs qiietn will reftbre whatever Ih« oc- 
cupies in Bavaria arid this Upper Palatinate, 

Y 1 an* 



and r^leafe the clcdof palatine from the togage* 
ments into which he entered with /her, by the 
cdnvention of the third erf January, on condi- 
tion /;»^ qM n$n that it fball pleafe \m Pruffian 
majefty to bind himfelF and his fucceflbrs, in 
due fiMrm, ti(K x.6 reunite the two margraviats of 
dareuth and Anfpach to the elder brandi of hi^ 
family, fo long as any (econdary branch fhall 
remain, according to the ftipulations in the Prag- 
matic (an(!kion of the houfe of Brandenbourg, 
which, having been confirmed by the emperors 
and the empire, has obtained the fbrce of a 
public law« This proportion is inadmifiibic, 
for the rcafons which have already fo often been 
alleged and explained in the conferences held 
at Berlin. The fucceffion to the margraviats 
of Anfpach and Bareuth inconteflably appertain 
to the houfe of Brandenbourg only. It' alone 
appertains to that houfe to regulate the order of 
its fucceffion; and that order has been regu- 
lated by the unanimous confent of all the mem- 
bers of the faid houfe. The pretended Prag- 
matic fanftion is nothing more than the will of 
the cle6kor Albert I. which was made by that 
ele£k>r, and was confirmed, at his requeft, 
by the emperor Frederic III. It therefore was 
capable of being altered, and has been altered 
by his fucceffors, with the unanimous con- 
ikn% of the members of the houfe of Bran- 

denbourg« 



denbourg. The Imperial confirination, which 
is only a cuftomary formality, can have no force, 
except in favour erf* the parties int^reftecj, whic|^ 
^re the princes of Brandcnbourg only, and by 
whojm it has been renounced ; it is incapable of 
-being appealed tp by any other ilate of the cnx-s 
pire, not interefted in that order of fucceflionj 
And, for the ftrae reafon, no fuch ftate has anjr 
-right to interfere in, or to difpofe of, that fuo- 
ceiBon. The fame may be affirmed of the em-- 
ipire, the concurrence of which to the aforefai4 
confirmation of Frederic III. confifts in the fim- 
ply announcing that confirmation, and avowing 
that it had been made with the confent of thp 
-empire. 

From all thefe coniiderations, his majefty thfC 
ling of Pruflia never can admit of any parity^ 
or compenfation, between the regulated ordi$r 
of the inconteftable fucceffion of his houfc, tp 
the margraviats of Bareuth and Anfpach, an4 
the unfounded claims, made by the houfe pf 
Auftria, to the Bavarian fucceffion, which ap* 
pertains only tp the Palatine houfe, as has bec;n 
proved, in both cafes, in the moft evident man- 
ner. Equity will not admit the refufal of the 
aforefaid propofition to be attributed to any un- 
juft defire of aggrandifemcnt, which may be 
dangerops to neighbouring princef. The king 

YS has 
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has given proofs that arc fufficicntly convincing 
of his difintc reftcdncfs, through the whole courfc 
of the prece ding negotiation, by infifting only 
on the inter eft of his allies-, without feeking any 
perfonal advantage. His majefty is, befide, too 
well perfuaded of the great knowledge, and dig- 
nified fentiments, of her majefty the emprefs 
queen, to imagine that this auguft fovcrcign 
can either envy or previoutty conteft a legitimate ' 
fucceffion to the houfe of Brandenbourg, which 
is itfelf uncertain and diftant ; or that (he can 
attach to this the fupport of her dignity, her po- 
litical refpect/ or the balance of power in Ger- 
many. 

The obfervation with which the firft propo- 
fition concludes would be good, and conform- 
able to the juftice and the intentions of the king, 
if the propofed arrangements could be reconciled 
to the inconteftable claims of the houfe of Bran- 
denbourg. This arrangement is aljo mentianed in 
Jucb a manner that, if the thing could be called in 
quejiiony it would Jlill remain doubtful whether^ 
under the name of the parties intereftedy the court 
ef Vienna did not mean to refume her claims y and 
to render thpn ejiiiual by/ome other mode, equally 
prejudicial. 

The fecond part of the alternative propofed 

^ by M. von Thugv<t contains a new arrange- 

2 ment. 
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fnent, according to which the cmprefs qutcn 
wifhes to acqi^re thofe diflrids^ of Bavaria and 
the Upper Palatinate, which are exprefled ia 
the fecond article of the aforefaid propofitions. 
We have only to compare the line. of demarca- 
tion, as defcribed in that article, with the map 
of Bavaria, to fee, at a glance, how imrrienfe 
and how dangerous fuch an acquifition would be 
to the whole empire; and how prejudicial the. 
propofed arrangemeni: would be to the Palatine 
houfe, and annihilate its political ^xiftence, 
. The court ,of Vichina would interfeft Bavaria 
by a line extending from the county of Tyrole 
to Bohemia. She would thereby obtain, not 
only all the Lower Bavaria, over which flip 
forms claims, but alfo a great part of Upp^r 
Bavaria, to which ftie had hitherto piadjp np 
pretenfions. She would acquire, though ijoP 
the greateft part of Bavaria and the Upper Pa- 
latinate, at leaft the mbft fertile^ rich, and po- 
pulous; containing the rivers of the Danube, 
the Ifer, the Inn, and the Saltza, with the rich 
fait wor)cs of Reichenhall; and ftie would leave 
the Palatine houfe only the worft part of thcfe two 
dutchies, which would cpnfift pf ^ypod and fand, 
and which could not be fupported without the 
aid of the other part, qn vyhich it muft always he 
dependent ; aivi t^is worft part muft n?y?jrthc« 

Y4 Icfe 
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\tk remain encumbered with an ^mmpnfc btir-t 
then of debts. 

' That part of Bavaria the ceffion of which i^ 
demanded, and the principal worth of whicl^ 
^onfifts in its contiguity and intrinfic qualities, 
never could be paid for by diftant and fcattered 
equivalfcnts, the properties qf which are in every 
rcfpeft inferior. In general, the whole method 
prOpofed for the acquifipon of that part of Ba- 
varia which is required, and efpecially for the 
furplus of the Auftrian claims, by an cftimatc 
in revenues, and equivalent comppnfations, is 
as hovel as it is prgudicial in its confequences. 
• Firft, the court of Vienna has no well founde4 
"plaims on any part of Bavaria; had fhe any fuch, 
they would relate to fome determinate diflxift 
of the country, and not to a million of reve- 
nues. If, during the conferences of the preced- 
ing negqtiatiohi any mention has been made of a 
certain revenue, the granting the court of Vienna 
a prepiput wa^ never thought of; but determi- 
nate territory has been always offered^ and other 
equivalent determinate territories have in return 
been demanded; admitting, for the love of 
peace, equivalents inferior to the countries 
ceded, and thus fuppofing that the court of 
'Vienna would gain, by this mode, the preciput 
"of revenue whicblhe keeps in yvovr. Tq con- 

* ' vincc 
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yince oviifelves of w^at dangerous confequcnce 
fi would be to the Palatine hoxife to make aa 
pftimate, in prcfcnt revenues, of the countries 
tq be ceded, wp have only to remember that Ba- 
varia has notorioufly hitherto been the cotmtrj 
worft governed of any all Germany contains^ 
fo that a diflxift which, at prefcnt, yields no 
ciore than a inillion of revenue, would foon 
•yield double, and triple, to the court of Vienna; 
and the Palatine houfe would thus Ic^e that 
which the houfe of Auftria would gain, 

, If likewife the eftimate and the exchange in 
queftion were to be referred to a commiffion^ 
that Ihould be formed by the commiffioners of 
fhe empref$ queen, the elector palatine, and 
the duke de Deuxponts, the Palatine houfe, 
and efpecially the houfe of the duke de Deux- 
ponts, would be expofcd to remote and uncer- 
tain accidents, the confequences of which will 
pafily be perceived, without being here dwelt 
upon, and the king this way would lofe the 
very end of his interference. 

A like reference of the general arrangiemetit , 
of the Bavarian fucceffion would not permit of 
any agreement, in the prefent negotiation, that 
could' be (atirfadory to the eledor of Saxony, 
according to the prqpofition of M. von Thugut, 
|n the fourth ftrticlei and, in general, the regu- 

lations 
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lations that he has propofcd would entirely diP» 
enable the Palatine houfe from contributing to 
the fatisfafticMi of the houfe of Saxony. 

If we wi(h to weigh with equity, and without 
prejudice, all the confiderations which have been 
alleged in this abftraft, it cannot be thought 
ftrange that his majefty is unable to agree to 
thefe propofitions ; and to an arrangement which 

would, after an enormous manner, difmember 
the important dutchy of Bavaria, which would 
almoft be deftruftive to the Palatine houfe, and 
which would deprive it of the greateft and the 
moft incftimable part of what is indubitably its 
patrimony; an arrangement to which, for thefe 
reafons, the duke de Deuxponts would never 
confent, as he has pofitively declared; which 
would take away all means of procuring the 
houfe of Saxony any reafonable fatisfcidion, for 
its allodial claims; an arrangement which would 
obtain the houfe of Auftria an exorbitant aggran- 
difement, without any valid pretenfions ; which 
would overthrow the whole balance of power . 
in Germany ; and by its confequences afFed the 
freedom and fafety of all the empire, and its 
fyftem, as it alfo would thofe of the king, and 
thus would be, in every refpedt, direftly oppofite 
to the dignity and moft effential interefts of his 
majefty, as well as to the engagements into 

which 
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which he has entered^ and the end that he has 
propofed to obtain, by his interference in the 
affairs of Bavaria* 

The king does juftice to the fentiments of 
her majefty the emprefs queen, and is perfuaded 
that her inclination for the prefervation of peace 
is as pur9 and fincere as his own ; but his ma- 
jefty regrets that the propofitions which haye 
been made, in her name, do not correfpond to 
fo falutary a defire. 

During the preceding negotiation, the Jdng, 
for the loVe of peace, offered his endeavours to 
procure her majefty, the emprefs queen, by a 
general regulation of the Bavarian fucceffion, a 
cefSon of two confiderable diftrids of Bavaria, 
which are advantageoufly fituated to render the 
countries of Bohemia and Aufbria uniform, in 
lieu of equivalents in other countries of inferior 
quality. In the prefent negotiation, his majefty 
has offered one of thefe diftrifts in lieu of a very 
inconfiderable equivalent in money, and a ceffion 
of rights that are of no value, without requiring 
afiy equivalent of country; and he imagines he 
has given very evident proofs of his great mor 
deration, and his fincere defire to yield to their 
Imperial majefties, and contribute to their fatis- 
faftion. But, as none of thefe propofitions have 
been accepted, his majefty now cannot refrain 

from 
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from fctrafting; and he waits till a change of 
principles ihall conduce to a more fortunate^ 
afid a n^or^ efficacious negotiation. 

f/o. IV. JNottrmitUd hy the Baron Tbugut 
to tbeMinifttrs of the King, on tbi i^tb of Au^ 
pifii 1 778, after tbey bad font bim tbe Jnfwcr 
of the King to ikf Profqfiiions tf the Emfrefs 
^een. 

BARON Thugot is very fincerely afflifted by 
the rupture with which the prefent negotiation, 
which fcarcf&ly h^s been begun, is threatened ; 
and which apparently will retard the very defirablc 
end of the misfortunes that have been occa- 
fioned, by the mifunderftandings between the two 
courts. That his zeal may leave nothing un- 
attempted, and that he may prqve the upright 
intentions of the emprefs queen, he thinks pro- 
per to declare, according to the inftruftions 
given him by her Imperial majefty, that th6 
principal end of her faid majefty, in the limitsj 
which have been propofed for the ceflion and 
refpedlive exchange in Bavaria, was, not any 
purpofe of aggrandifement, but rather that of 
communication, and a convenient rounding (or 
connexion) between her different ftates; and 
wh^ch apparently might have been obtained, 

without 
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without prejudice to the Palatine houfe, by 
means of the cxaA and faithful coihpenfation, 
which has been offered, of all which (hall exceed 
a revenue of a million of florins; that confe- 
quently if, in order to effedt the ccffion of the 
mutual exchange which relates to Bavaria, a 
plan of limits fimilar to that which is indicated 
on the annexed map * (hall be judged accept- 
able, he will purfue the negotiation with plea- 
fure, on the fuppofition erf the propofed efti- 
mate; and, if fuchan eftimate, notwithftanding 
the cafe and exadnefs which apparently muft 
refult from it, in what relates to compenfation, 
(hould be abfolutely judged inadmiflible, he 
sVfiW write to Vienna to requeft new orders, that 
he may be authorifed to propofe fuch equiva- 
lents as (hall accord with the principle whicji 
has hitherto been acknowledged by the court of 
Berlin ; namely, that it is juft that a reafbnable 
advantage (hould accrue to her majefty, the 
emprefs queen, from her claims on the Bavarian 

* The new line of demarcation which was propofed fay M. 
von Thuguty when he fent the above note, was traced from 
Kufftein, along the Inn, by Wafferburg, MuldorfF, Marckt, 
Pfarrkirchen, Ofterhoven, DeckendorfF, Vichtach, and WaM- 
munchen, as far as the frontiers of Bohemia. It wasmarked 
with red irtk^ like the firft, on a map, by Homann, and a copy 
WM taken. 

fucceflion. 
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ibcccifion, and the convention into which (he 
had entered with the eledor palatine. 

Bnuinau, Auguft the 15th, lyyS. 

No. V. jfnfwer of the PruJJian Minijiryy to the 
Note of the Baron von ^bugut. 

THE'king's minifters have examined, with 
the mod ardent zeal for the re-eftablifhment of 
a good inteUigence between the two courts, the 
note which was fent them from the baron von 
Thugut, after having received the anfwer of his 
majefty to the new propofitions of her majefty 
the emprefs queen. They regret that they can* 
not find any thing in the note which may lead 
to any change in the above anfwer. Although 
^ the extent of territory that is there demanded be 
lefs than that contained in the preceding pro- 
pofitions, flill it includes a part of the Danube, 
the whole courfe of the rivers Inn and Saltza, 
the half of the diftrift of Straubing, and the 

* 

whole fertile and confiderable diftrid of Burg- 
haufen, with the fait works of Reichenhall, 
which are abfolutely neceflfary to Bavaria, and 
of too much importance to find any equivalent 
whatever. 

Any cftimate of the territories of BaVariai^ 
according to their prefent revenues, never can 

uke 
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take place, without exorbitantly turning to the 
advantage of the houfe of Auftria, and too 
heavily to the lofs of the Palatine houfe, for the 
reafons that have already been alleged ; which 
are, that the adminiftration of thefe countries 
has hitherto been fo defeftive ; and that, under 
a better adminiftration, they would, in a (hort 
time, produce a furplbs too great to be able to 
cftimate the value of the country itfelf, or to 
proportion it to the value of another country, 
the taxation of which has been extended as far 
as poffible. 

The fuppofed principle that her majefty the 
cmprefs queen ought, in confequence of her 
claims on the Bavarian fucceffion, and her con- 
vention with the eleftor palatine, to pre-levy a 
million of revenues for the exchange in qucftion, 
is a fuppofition which has never been acknow- 
ledged by the court of Berlin, and which never 
can be admitted. Neither has any acknow- 
ledgment been made of the claims of the 
houfe of Auftria on Bavaria. It lus been fliewn, 
in the preceding anfwcr, that the advantage of 
her majefty, the emprefs queen, muft be placed 
to the account of the intrinfic qualities of the 
countries which (lie (hall obtain by the exchange; 
not including the benefit, which Jikewife is fuf- 
ficicntly great, that will refult from contiguity 

and 
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and uniformity of frontier. Were the niiliidiji 
of florins to be prc-levied from the diminiflicd 
portion of Bavaria, as demanded in the la{t 
pote, and efpecially were it cftimated accord* 
ing to its prefent revenues, the equivalent of 
the Palatine houfe would be fo highly dimi- 
niihed that it would be reduced to fomething 
of fmall confequence. In fine, any reference 
to exchanges that are yet to make, and in 
general to the conclufive arrangement of the 
fucceffion of Bavaria, without the concurrence 
of the kir^, is contrary to the end which his 
majefty propofed by his interference, and to 
that of a ftable and well-founded accommoda- 
tion, fuch as muft be fuppofed agreeable to, 
both courts. 

When all thefe confiderations are united, it 
will be found that the fame impediments, which 
have rendered the preceding propofitions of the 
court of Vienna inadmiflible, are equally ob* 
ftrudive of the new plan, delivered by the baron 
von Thugut. Her majefty the emprefs queen 
would equally obtain, by that arrangement, 
not a mere line pf communication between her* 
ftates, which already fufficiently fubfifts inde* 
pendent of that acquifition, but rather a too 
confiderable aggrandifement, givf n gratis, and 
deftitute of claim. Nothing further therefore 
01 " can 
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can be done but to refer to the firft anfwcr, 
which was this morning prefented to the baron 
von Thugut, and to wait for a change of 
principles, which fhaH lead to more favourable 
circumilances^ in behalf of a future negotiation. 

vBraunauj Auguftthe 15th, I778» 
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NEVER did the public affairs of Europe 
merit greater attention than they do at 
prefent. At the conclufion of obftinate wars 
the date of empires is changed^ and their poll- 

^ Frederic II. cdm^fed this eflay when prince reyali in 
the year 1 736 ; and it remains a proof of the vaft knowledge 
he had theh acquired. There ftill exifts a correfpondence 
between him and the tnarfhal) and minifter of ftate^ vob 
GrumbkoWy continued from the ^dur 173^1 to the death of 
the general^ in 1 739, on the trsln&Aions of the times^ in whidh 
the minifter imparted whatever v^s done by government 
to the prince, and his rpyal highnels replied by the moft fub* 
tie and juft. refledions* 

Z 3 tical 
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tical views are changed at the fame time. Ne\^ ^ 
projeds take biith, new alliances are treated of, 
and each individually takes fuch meafures as are 
fuppofed the moft proper, for the execution of 
ambitious defigns. 

Like as it is worthy the curiofity of the rea- 
fonable man to penetrate the fecret rcceflcs of 
the heart, to fearch its windings, arid to difcover 
cffefts in their caiiifes, fo^ is it neceflary that a 
prince, if he be in any degree defirous of ac- 
quirii^ fame in Europe, ibould watch the con- 
duft of courts, Ihould inform himfelf of the 
true interefts of kingdoms, and take precautions 
to wrcft, as it were, from the policy of minifters 
and of courts, thofe plans they in their prudence 
are preparing, and whkh they, by diflimula- 
tion^ conceal from the public inipeftiom 

As an able mechanic is not fatisfied with 
looking at the outfidc <^ a wftt<:h, -t)ut opens ity 
and examines its fprings and wheels, fo an able 
politician applies himfelf to xjnderftand the per- 
manent principles of courts, the engines of the 
ipolitics of each prince, and the fources of future 
ttvbnts» He kaves nothing rto chance; his 
tranfcendent mind fot'efees iihe future, tod from 
the;chain of caufes penetrates even to the moft 
diilant ages. In a word, it is the part of pra- 

dence 
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dence to know all things^ in order that all things 
tnay be judged^ and every precaution taken. 

Confidering the lethafgy in which feveral of 
the princes of Europe exift, I have imagined it 
would not be unfeafonable to draw a fketdi of 
the prefent ftate of the Body-politic. Not thai: 
I have the prefumption to fuppoie I am more 
Enlightened than numerous minifters, whofe vaft 
knowledge and long experience, in political af* 
fairs, will always appear refpedable in my ?yc8> 
V and infinitely fuperior to the little I have ac- 
qvdred. I mean no more than to communicate 
my opinion to the ppblic. 

Should my reafoning be found to be juft it 
may then be of advantage, and this is all I a&* 
If on the contrary it (hould be incongruous and 
felfe, it need only be rejefted ; I fliall at leaft 
have afforded myfelf fome amufement. 

To obtain a juft idea of what is at prefent paf- 
fing in Europe, it is neceffary to go back, and 
begin at the fountain-head. 

At the clofe of the campaign of die ycvLV 1 735, 
the negotiations between the courts of Vienna 
and Verfailles date their commencement. The 
operations of war were fufpended, and the intc- 
refts of the two courts, inftead of being decided 
by the fword, were accommodated by the pen. 
>I either Spain nor the king of Sardinia at firft 

Z 4 ^ acceded 



J44 POSTRUMOVS WORKt. 

acceded to that negotiation, and it is to be re-* 
marked that Spain did not fubfcribe to it, till 
after the fall of the fieur Chanvclin. 

The war wa$ much lefs hot on the Rhine than 
in Italy. The emperor may be faid to have 
extorted the declaration of war made by the 
dates of the empire, in the year 1733, atRatif- 
bon. The eleftion of Poland, being difturbed 
by troops encamped on the confines of Silefia 
and ready to enter this kingdom, had occafioned 
a divifion among the bi(hops and palatines, the 
greateft number of whom took part with Stanif- 
laus. The provinces of Germany were in no 
manner interefted in thefe diforders. ' The em- 
peror had rafhly enough entered into an obliga- 
tion, by a fecret treaty with Ruflia and Saxony,, 
to place the eledor, Auguftus III.* on the 
throne of Poland. The Imperial minifters, 
not perhaps forefeeing the confequences of the 
ftep he had taken, and, contrary to the advice 
of prince Eugen^/ relying on the pacific cha- 
rafter of the cardinal dc Fleuri, had too incon- 
fiderately engaged their mailer in an affair of fo 
much confequence. The emperor had fingly, 

* The French text reads Auguftus II. which, as his title 
of eledlor and not that' of king of Poland Immediately precedes 
his name, is certainly erroneous. See Advertifement, by the 
TVanflator, to the Hiftory «f my own Times. T. 
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in conjundtion with Ruffia^ and without the 
participation of the empire, interfered in the 
troubles of Poland ; he ought therefore fingly 
to have extricated himfclf. 

France who, on the other fide, had with all 
poffible prudence laboured, after the death of 
the duke regent, to eftablifh the diforder of her 
affairs, had been fo far fuccefsful that the finances 
were in an excellent ftate, the ftore-houfes were 
provided with all neceflaries, aiid the troops 
were in the very condition that might have 
been defired. The fituation of the kingdom 
was (b fortunate, in confequence of thefe ad- 
vantages, that it was able to profit by any new 
. occurrence. 

The death of Auguftus II. furniflied a fpe- 
cious pretext to interfere in the affairs of Poland; 
and, if not to execute, to difplay thofe yaft pro- 
jefts which had been conceived, ripened, and 
digefted by policy. France negleded nothing; 
fhc aided opportunity ; fhe put herfelf in a flate 
to a(Sk with fuccefs ; (he entered into an alliance 
both with Spain and Sardinia. By her fecret 
praftices fhe difpofed fome princes of Germany 
toward a kind of neutrality. She lulled the 
maritime powers; after which fhe publifhed a 
manifeflo of her condud, and attacked the em- 
peror, who was ia fome f^jt the aggrefTor, con- 

fidering 
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fidering the troubles that he liad fomented lA 
Poland^ and which his armies were ready t(> 
fupport^ if he had not been himfelf aflaulted. 

The emperor perceiving himfelf on the eve 
of dajnger, from all fides, fet every engine in 
motion, that he might induce the empire 19 
participate his fortune. All the moft able nit- 
gotiators were employed, by the miniftry of 
Vienna, to invite the empire to declare war 
pgainft France. The intention of the empOFor 
was, firft, to draw foccour from the empire, and 
pext, to have divided the forces of France. He 
had already been attacked by the French in 
ltaly> where he could not but have been over- 
whelmed. It will not be amifs juft to remade 
that, had not the empire taken any part in the 
•war, it would have been fooner ended. Th6 cm- 
|)eror would have loft whatever the allies had 
conquered in Italy, but Lorrain could not hare 
•been difmembered from the empire, without 
.giving birth to other broils^ and exciting con^ 
^gration anew« 

The war was cairried on with great languor 
in Germany^ on the one part becaufe the poiicy 
xjf the cdurt of Verfailfcs would not give urn* 
.brage to the maritime powers, wliich would im- 
-doubtedly have declared in favour of the em- 
^ror^ if hb affairs l^d become defperat^ aivi 

on 
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on tht other from a complication df dif* 
ferent caufes, the particulars of which each 
campaign fomiftied, and which difabled die 
tmperorirom acting widi vigour on the Rhine, 
In Italy, the Spaniards had feized on the 
kingdom of Naples, and on Sicily; and the 
French, aided by the Piedmontefe troops, had 
over-run the Milanefe, and almoft the whole of 
Lombardy ; and, as it was a daufe in the treaty 
between the three allied crowns to divide the 
fpoils of the emperor in Italy, thefe powers were 
each, with all imaginaWe a6tivity, endeavouring 
to put their vaft defigns in execution. Yet I 
dare affirm that it was the ill flate in which the 
provinces of the emperor at that time were^ 
which moft contributed to the good fortune of 
the allies. The reafon of the fall of the greateft 
empires has ever been the fame. It is ever tb 
'be found in (he conftitutional debility of fuch 
empires, ^^T?he date of the decline of the Roman 
empire was at the rime when there was -no longer 
any order among the troops, when difcipline 
was aboliflied, and when the precautions whidi 
prudence diftatCB for the fafety of kingdoms 
were neglefted. The loflfes which the emperor 
had lately foffcred in Italy originated in the 
fame principles. There was no army to Hop 
tlie prqgrefs of the enemy 5 there were no maga- 
zines; 
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zines ; no troops, fufficient to maintain the ^of-^ 
trefles; no able commanders for the defence of 
places ; in fine the emperor had loft, in threci 
campaigns, what he had only acquired by eight 
fucceffive years of war* 

It might hare been fuppofed that, after fo 
many defeat^i the emperor would have been the 
firft to have folicited for peace ; but let not the 
world deceive itfelf ; let it learn better to under- 
ftand the pacific and difinterefted fpirit of the 
cardinal minifter ; and let this be fpoken to the 
honour of France, and as a teftimony of h&t 
moderation; the viftors, loaded with laurelsi 
and apparently fatigued by conqueft, ;made 

offers of peace to their vanquiflied foe, the cm- 
pcror# 

It 18 to be prefumed that marfhal Villars com- 
municated his fyftem to the cardinal, according 
to the plan inferted in his memoirs; and that 
the cardinal, having adopted the opinions of 
this great man, aflumed them as principles on 
which to eftablifli a perfed and permanent union^ 
between the emperor and France; in imitation 
of the triumvirate formed by Auguftus, An- 
thony, and Lepidus* The whole world knows 
this triumvirate was ftrengthened by profcrip- 
tions; thus the firft article df the preliminaries of 
p«acc beftowed the poiTeffion of the dutchy of 

Lorrain^ 
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I^rrain, which was difmembered from the emr 
pirc, on France, 

The emperor, that he might obtaip peace, 
ftripped his fon-in-law of his berpdifary ftafes. 
The facrifice feemed fufficiently great to excite, 
by a fpecies of reciprocity, proportionate grati- 
tude; but, to continue the comparifon, it is to 
be prefumed that France wiU in time play the 
part of Auguftus, 

To confider this event firnply in itfelf, and 
unaccompanied by fome refleftions which the 
fubjeft will fupply, would be of little ufc. And 
firft, with refpeft to the French, we perceive a 
uniform well-conneded fyftem of politics, which 
never varies. When they concluded the peace 
of Utrecht, their purpofe only was to recom- 
mence the war; though not immediately, be- 
caufe they had loft their feme, their finances 
were exhaufted, and they had not yet brought 
affairs to that degree of maturity which they 
wilhed; but it was not the lefs their intentioh 
to watch the moment at which they might at- 
tack the emperor, with advantage. 

At this time, there was a general prejudice 
which was infinitely injurious to the defigns of 
Franpe. This hurtful prejudice was founded 
on an old error, which by being perpetuated 
Required jncre^ng fofce. It was rumoured 

that 
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jbat France afpircd to univerial moiiarchyj;: by* 
which affeition however France was greadyr 
wronged, That fiilghB c^ihion had impeded 
all the magnificent projefts of Louis XIV. andt 
did not a little contribute to lower his power* 
It was abfolutely neceffary to deftroy a preju- 
dice fo pernicious, and %o cif^ce it^* vety remeui- 
l>rance. 

That fortune which prefides over the hapfri-^ 
»eft of the French, or, to fpeak in the ftyle 
of the pricfthood, that guardian 2|,ngel who? 
watches for their aggrandifement, contributed 
fo deftroy an opinion fo prejudici^ to the in? 
terefts of France. 

Louis XIY. whofe ambition had fo oftea 
made Europe tremble, after having felt a. reverie 
of fortune toward the clofe of his reign, ended^ 
his glorious career. The empire was committed 
to guardianfhip, and the government was fen^^ 
fible of the feeblenefs of its monarch, and of all 
the misfortunes infeparabiy annexed to a mino* 
rity* The duke regent, an enlightened prince, 
who was in poffeffion of dl the qualities which 
are the delight of fociety, and make the fortune 
of private perfons, had not endugh of that for.* 
titude which is abfolutely requifite t6 thofe to 
whom the government of empires is confided* 
He embroiled the domeftic affairs of the nation^ 

3 ^y 



^ Jdjt thofc femousj ftqck-jbbbing fch«mes which 
ruined afanqfl: tbe. kingdom and the people, indi** 
vidualiy, vdioCb money found its way incx) the 
royal treailuryi and inta the hands of fome of the 
clerks of law. 

The duke 4e Bourbon became regent after 
the de^h of the duke d'Orlcans; but this was 
pnly a temporary regency. Cardinal de Fleuri 
foon was his fubfbcute ;. who^ takihg the hclmj^ 
not only repaired the ftate of the finances, and 
the internal Ipffes of the nation, but by his abi* 
Uties, the dpfllility of his mind, and his ap- 
parent moderation, acquired the reputation of 
being a juft and pacific minifier. In order to 
underftand the profundity and wifdom of his 
ponduft, it is neceflary to remark that nothing 
more eflEcftijally attrads the confidence of men 
than a generous and difintereiled charader. 
This charafter the cardinal fo well fupported 
that Europe^ or rather the whole world, was 
perfuaded it wasjuftly his due. 

Nations that were in the vicinity of fo good 
% neighbour were lulled in peace; and thofe 
^niftq:s who- had acquired the moft fame for 
^heir political abilities had made it one of their 
^vari^bk principles that, while the cardinal 
(hould liye, in confequcnce of his great age and 
his pap£c chan&ec^ no ^unbkious enterprifek 

were 
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were to be feared^ on the part of France. This 
was the chef d'oeuyre of the cardinal; and in this 
perhaps his politics were preferable to thofe of 
RicheUeuj aixd M^zarin. When all his projeds 
were ripe for ej^ecutioijj fh? able minifter fud- 
denly difplayed his intentions. The manifeflo 
of the moft Chriftian king continued to fopport 
the deep impreffions wjiich the charader of the 
cardinal, for its juflice^ had made. It contained 
in fubftance-^That it was neither from inter?* 
efted nor ambitious views that the king took up 
arms ; that his majefty was fatisfied with poflef^ 
iing 'a Hourilhing kingdom, and reigning over 
a faithful people, and that it was not his inten* 
tion to extend the boundaries of his dominions. 
Confequenccs have fince demonftrated that 
the love of peace, alone> obliged his majefty to 
accept of Lprrain, ^nd to difencumber Germany 
of a province which, in reality, had appertained 
to it from time immemorial, but by which it 
was burthened becaufe of its inconvenient and 
infulafed fituatfon. Peiide, to eftablifh peace 
on a fqlid baiis, it was neceflary that Lorrain 
fliould be ceded to Fiance; for it might other- 
wife have furniflied frequent fubjefts of difputej 
and it was ftill ^rther neceflary to indemnify 
Frafice, for the expences incurred by the war. 
Thefe circumftanccs, well confidercd, evidently 

(hew 
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(hew that the moil Chriftian king entirely fol* 
filled the pofitive engagements into which he 
e^tered^ by the publication of his manifefto. 

If we are attentive to the condu<5t of Spain, 
we Ihall perceive that the treaty of Vienna * 
(or otherwife the treaty of Succeffion) was not a 
ftable ad ; and that the king of Spain^ by re- 

* Corjfe Dipldb. jpar Dumont. Tome VIII. 1731. Part 
II. page 107. 

Article V. In virtue of the renunciation made by his Im- 
Tpcrial majefty, in the two preceding articles, the Catholic 
king, in return, cedes in his own name, and in that of hat 
heirs and defendants, male and female, all claims, general 
and particular, without any exception whatever, over and to 
the kingdoms, provinces, and dominions which his Imperial 
majefty has effeauafly |$6ircflcd in Italy, or in Flanders, and 
Ifrfiich formerly appertained to the ^anifh monarchy ; among 
which is the hiarqhi&te of Find, ced^ to the republic of 
Genoa by hii^ Imperial majefty in 17 13, and at prefent duly 
bcciipied : oii the flibje£l of which folemn afts of renuncia* 
tion have been mad^ out in all form ; which care will be taken 
to publiih, aiid the iift will be paffed in proper places, which 
fhall be remitted to his Imperial majefty, and to the parties 
that are interefteS* His Catholic majefty in like manner re^ 
nounces that Hght of reverfion, to the crown of Spain, whid^ 
he had referved over the kingdom of SicSy; and to all other 
contrails and pretenftons, under pretext of which his Impe«» 
nal majefty might be difturbed, or his heirs or fuccefTors, di- 
re£lly or indire£Uy ; not only in the aforefaid kingdoms of 
provinces, but likewife in all other dominion!, whjdi he at 
prefent poflefles in Flanders, Italy, or elfewhere. 

VOL, IV, A a nouncing 
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nouftcing the focccffion of the provinces, fitu* 
ated in Italy, only renounced them till he (hould 
acquire ftrength for their recovery. 

I affirm nothing which I am not able to 
.prove. The famous treaty of Seville*, between 
Spain and England, fufficicntly difcovers the 

intentions 

* Extra^ frqim the Treaty of Seville, conduced between 
the moll ChrifUan king and their Britannic and Catholic ma- 
jeftici, No¥. 9, 172$. 

This treaty, which the E^glifh call the fountain of their 
tears, and which confifts of twelve articles, with two fecret 
articles— 

I. Confirms the preceding treaties, and contains an am- 
nefty for both parties* . 

a. Regulates the contingencies of the reciprocal fuccour, 
in men, fhips, and money* 

3* In&inges the treaty of Vienna, concluded in 1725, be- 
< tween the emperor and Sjpaio* 

,4* Prefemres the trade of France and England, as well in 
, Europe as in the Indies, on its former footing. 

5* Promifes reparation for damages, fuflained by the con* 
.trading parties* . 

. 6. Ordains a commiffion, and the nomination of commif* 
faries, to examine the lofles and damages which the parties 
.had fufiered* 

7. Speaks of the commiflaries of France, that were to 
make fimilar refearchcs* 

8* Prefcribes the dmution of that commiffion $ that is, Con- 
ines it to three years* 

The article to be noted as the moft remarkable, is in the 
Ibliowing terms : 

«Thc 
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intentions of Spain, and evidently proves th^ 
all the conquefts from Italy are but the confe* 
quence of thofe invariable principles which that 

i 

** The introducing of garrifons into the places o( Leghorn, 
** Porto Ferraio, Parmay and l^lacenza, to the number of 
*' fix thoufand men of his Catholic majefty's troops and in 
** his pay, (hall be effe6kuated without lofs of time j which 
** troops ftiall ferve for the better fecuring and preferving 
** of the immediate fucceffion of the faid ftates, in favow 
** of the moft ferene infante don Carlos, and to be ready to 
*' withftand any enterprife and oppoiition^ which might 
** be formed, to the prejudice of what has been regulated, 
** touching the faid fucceflfion*'* 

10. The condu6i which the faid troops are to obferte Ia 
thefe fortreffes is prefcribed. 

11. Makes the king of Spain promife to withdraw hit 
troops as foon as all things (hall be reduced to order and tran* 
quillity. 

12. Contains the guarantee of the faid ftates to the infante 
don Carlos, with which the Englifh have been fo much re- 

|>roached. 

1 3. Refers to the private agreement which was to be made 
between the contracting parties, relative t6 the maintenance 
of the laid garrifons* 

14* Invites their High MightinefTes, the States General, 
^ accede to the treaty. 

The two fecret articles explaining the advantages of the 
trade of the Englifti in the Weft Indies, and particularly the 
famous A0iento treaty. Signed 

W. Stanhope, Brancas. Marq, de la Paz#' 

at prefent Lord Harrington. Don Jo&ph Patinho. 
" B. Kcene. 

A a 2 crown 
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crown regards as the bafis of its politics4 Let it 
not be fuppofcd that the treaty of Seville is here 
wreftcd, to fervc a purpofe : a few confidera- 
tions will clearly ftiew, as through a tranfparent 
veil, the intentions of Spain. 

The policy of invafion aflumes it as a princi- 
ple that the firft ftep toward the conqueft of a 
country is to obtain footing in it ; and this is the 
greateft difficulty. What follows is decided by 
the fate of war, and the laws of force. 

Under what pretence could Spjun have intro- 
duced troops into Italy, had not an opportunity 
been afforded by the treaty of Seville? How- 
might (he, without troops, have thought on the 
conqueft of the Milanefe, the province of Man- 
tua, and the kingdom of Naples and of Sicily ? 
It was therefore requifite to obtain this footing in 
the country, to have troops there, and to aug* 
ment them as occafion ftiould ferve. Places 
were in like manner neceffary to form maga- 
zines i which neceffity the treaty of Seville fup- 
pofes to be indifpenfable. Spain therefore 
deeply reflefted on its own interefts, when mak*- 
ing this treaty, and it may be perceived her de- 
figns were not fo bounded as they may perhaps 
have been imagined. For this reafon, when 
fpeaking of the conduct of Spain, it would not 

have 
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have been right for me to pafs over the treaty 
of Seville in fiience. 

At prefent, I havg to develope {he gonduft of 
the ImpcrjaJ court. It cannof but be remarked 
that this court plac?d gre^t confidence in its own 
ftrength^ reUtivp to the affairs of Poland j 
though (he. indeed wiflied to ^ffume the fem- 
bjapce pf not interfering *t In like manner, 
the infupportable haughtinefs with which (he 
afTeded to treat, not only her inferiors, but, 
her equals muft have been remarked. It mud 
ealily have bepn difcovered that the end of her 
policy was the- cftabli(hment of defpotifm, and 
the foverpignty of the houfe of Au(bri2|, through-' 
out the empire; a thing not very eafy in itfelf, 
con(idering the power of feveral pf the elcftors, 
who will not readily be fubyefted. Iipbupd 
however with fuperftjtious prejudices, and en- 
couraged by ra(h pride, i;he bqufe pf Auftfi^ 

* It 18 notorious that the mini((en*of the en^erpr cqi^ 
tinually «6ted in concert with thofe of Ru% ; that he kept 
a body of feventeei) thouf^d men encamped on the frontiefs 
of Poland; that he had corrupted prince Lubomiriky, who 
is called the booted prince, and who was the author.of the 
fciffion of thofe who paffed from Warfaw to a viUage named 
Prague; and it was at the inftigatign 9( ^ ?n^« ^^ 
|bc Ruffian troppf entered Poland* 

A a 3 has 
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has always endeavoured to accuftoni the fo vereigfi 
princes of Germany to fupport its yoke. The 
miniftry labour according to this plan, which 
is tr^fmitted to the fuccejQTors of the empire; 
who, as ignorant as they are fuperftitious, vainly 
flatter their hopes by ambitious chimeras, the 
injuftice of which ought to render them de- 
tefted. 

We have no need to go baclf to the times of 
the emperors Ferdinand I. and Ferdinand II. to 
difcovcr teftimonies of the unmeafurable am- 
. bition of that court. Four events, which have 
happened in the pref<?nt age, afTord an excellent 
commentary on this fubjed. 

Firft, it is to be remarked that the emperor, 
unknown to the cmpjrCt entered into an alliance 
with the emprefe of Ruffia, to place Auguftus 
III. on the throne of Poland. It was therefore 
juft that the Avar to which that alliance gave 
place (hould be terminated by the emperor, and 
not by the empire, which in no manner parti- 
cipated in the proceedings of the emperor. It 
has Aevcrthelefs been feen - fhat the court of 
Vienna, by its intrigues, found means to make 
%hc empire take a part in the war, which diredly 
concerned none but the emperor and Ruffia ^ 
by vi^hfcl^ proceeding the emperor manifeftly 
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infringed the fourth article of his capitulation.* 
The emperor has, in the fecond place, violated 
the fixth article of his capitulation^, by having 
called foreign aid into Germany, contrary to the 

* Art., IV. pag. 32. ConformabU tp ouf duty, it is our 
vnJif in all deliberations which concern the affairs of the em- 
pire, efpecially thofe which are defcribed in the Inflrumentum 
J^acsip that the cle£lor8 and princes enjoy the right of fuf- 
frage, and that ;io a& may be undertaken or concluded with- 
Mt their fi*el! confent, it is our duty and wiih, during our 
reign, to live in peace with the neighbouring Chriftian powers, 
and not to give them ocpaflon pf difpute with the empire. 
We will avoid involving the empire in foreign wars; we will 
wholly abftain from all aid, the refult of which might be dif- 
^vantageous to the empire ; fi^m ^ difputes and wars, both 
vit^ia and without the empire, under every pretext whatever, 
unlefs fuch (hould be begun with the confent of the eled^ors, 
princesi and ftates, given in general diet^ or with the acquief? 
cencc.of the eledors. 

f Art. VI. pag. 41 f And, in quality of emperor, elefted 
king pf the Romans, in whatever relates to the affairs oi the 
empire, previous to our having obtained the confent of the 
dedori, princes, or dates, in full diet, as ^he interefl of the 
ftate fometimes requires celerity and hafle, it fhall be our 
duty and pur w01 to obtain fuch confent, at a time to be 
fpecified, and in the collegial dfTembly, and not by individual 
declarations, till a general diet can be affembled, according as 
is the pra&ice in other affairs which relate to the fafety of 
the empire. ^ Should we happen to make any alliance that 
fhall relate to our own provinces, fuch alliance fhall not be of 
any prejudice to the empire ; nor fhall it be in contradiction 
tp the contents of tjie Inflrumentum Piacjs^ 

A a 4 / fuuda- 
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fondamcntaJ laws of the empire; the emprefs of 
Ruflia having fenc a body of ten thoufand men 
on the Rhine. 

We (hall, in the third place, perceive that the 
treaty begun with France, and the preliminaries 
of which were figned, without the confirmation 
. of the empire, is ai> infradion of and preju- 
dicial to the fixth article of the Imperial capitu- 
lation*. 

The emperor has, in the fourth plaee^ CfonT- 
grefled againft the tenth article of his capitu- 
lation-f-, for he alienated the dutchy of Lorrain, 
which being a fief of the empire could not, ac- 
cording to the fundamental conftitutions of the 
empire, be feparated, or cut off, from the 
Germanic body, without the formal confcnt of 
the diet and the flates. 

1 

^ See tU conclufion of the preceding note. 

f Art. X. pag. 59. It (hall farther be our duty and wtr 
wiUy neither to beftow, barter^ aHenate, nor mokft by taxea^ 
any lands that appertain to the empire^ without the will ami 
confent of the eledors, princes, and flates. It (hall be our 
duty and our will to defift firom whatever might give occafion 
to an exemption, or retrenchments of any part or parts of 
thf empire ; particularly, we will ab^ain from aU exorbi* 
tan^ priTilegcs, or immunities; and on the contrary care-* 

fully apply ourfelves again to acquire, and afterward to pre- 
ferve, the principalities pledged, or alienated ; and the lands 
which are either confifc^ted, or illegally fallcQ under foreign 
IbbjedioB. 

The 
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The emperor may ferther be reproached with 
having declared war againft the Turks^ and with 
having demanded fubfidics from the empire, 
for the fupport of that war. But this would lead 
trie to be too circumftantial, and I have reflec^- 
tions of greater importance to make. 

We have thus fair judged of caufes by their 
elle6ts# it remains for us to judge of eSedts, 
fiich as are to be expe&ed^ from the caufes 
vhich may be forefeen. 

It will not be neceffary to meafure the depths 
of political fecrefy, and with profane eyes to 
penetrate the fknfhiaries of minifters ; but it will 
be requifite to obferve the different paths thofe 
minifters purfue, to arrive at the goal. Nothing 
can better teach us the charafters of courts than 
remarks, made on the various modes with which 
their policy adts on the fame fubjefts ; their paf- 
Sons, their fubtleties, their arts, their vices^ and 
their good qualities will thus be all difcovered. 

Properly to judge of the minifters of the em* 
peror atid of France, let us compare their con- 
duct, and obferve the different routes each have 
taken, in what relates to the affairs of Poland ; 
we there ftiall perceive the tokens of manners 
(6r fyftem) which will not be of fmall utility, to 
thofe great men who knbw how to employ them 
cfieftually. 

According 
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According to the alliance which he ^ad ebn- 
cluded with Ruffia, the emperor was to place thfc 
crown of Poland on the head oi Auguftus, elec- 
tor of Saxony, nor could he imagine any better 
means to accomplifh his purpofe than thofc 
which force affords. He kept his armies on th^ 
confines of Poland, while the Ruffian troops in* 
vaded the territories of the republic, %nd ap* 
proached within a fmall diftance of Warfaw. 
Thus violence was fuppofed, at Vienna, to be 
the only means by which Auguftus might be 
feated on the throne of the Sarmatians. 

The French miniftry, more' humane and 
more artful, thought differently, and employed 
only the fedudive power of gold to raife Stanif- 
laus to the fovereignty. The emperor's arhbaf- 
iador at Warfaw vented threats; the ^mbaffador 
of France employed only flattery and careffes. 
The one endeavoured to intimidate the mind ; 
the .other attempted to win the heart* Like an 
-enraged lion, the one fell upon his prey ; the 
-Other, Siren like, charmed all who approached 
by the fwcetnefs of his voice. In fine, Franqc 
by artifice and intrigue^fubdued the affedionsi 
while the cowards all were terrified by the Ira- 
perialifts. But as, in Poland, the number of 
t^9 ti^id is infinitely greater th^n that of thofc 

whQ 
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who are fuperior to fear, it is not aftonilhing 
that Staniflaus was not fupported on the throne* 

Let us not however Hand too much in drea4 
of thofc who only execute their projects by 
fuch means as haughtinefs^ and the fpirit of 
pride diftate. They injure their own caufe by 
rendering themfelves odious. Their violence 
is an antidote that expels the poifon which thei^ 
ambitious purpofes labour to infufe. Rather 
let us beware of thofe who, by their fecret prac- 
tices, their winning manners, and their affected 
gentlenefs, endeavour to enflave us. They do 
but cail a hook the barb of which is concealed 
by the fedudive bait, and which by captivating 
deceives, whenever our prudence fuffers itfeff 
to be caught. 

As it is certain there arc reafons for tTie- ex- 
iftence of all things, and that the caufe of events 
is difcovered in other events by which they were 
preceded, it therefore follows that each pplidcal 
fadt is but the confequence of a former political 
faft, and by which it may be faid its birth was pre- 
pared. According to this fyftem, let us endea- 
vour to foretel, from recent events, and the vaft 
projeds of the courts of Vienna and Verfailles, 
what fhall be the confequences of the ftrid 
union of the mpft powerful monarchs of Europe. 

It 
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It is evident that the views of the Imperial 
court tend to render the empire hereditary, and 
to entail it on the houfe of Auftria. For this 
purpofe (he founded the Pragmatic fanftion^ 
fo|ic}ted all the princes of Germany, inferted 
an article in the pacification, and has concluded 
zp, infinity of particular treaties. So true it is 
that the houfe of Auilria wilhes, in time, to de^ 
prive the empire of the right of election, to con- 
firm its defcendants in arbitrary power, and to 
change the democratical government of Ger- 
many, which has been fqch fron^ time imme-. 
morial, into a monarchy. The fyftem of the 
Imperial miniftry being thus fimple, it is not, 
difficult to exhibit it in its true colours. But 
that of the court of Verfailjes is more intricate, 
and will require to be confjdered more at length, 
more circvunftantialiy^ , 

It is an unlhakcn principle among kings to 
aggrandife themfclves as much as their power 
will permit; and, though fuch aggrandifement 
muft be fubjedt to diiOTerent modifications, and 
infinitely varied according to the fifuation of 
provinces, the power of neighbquqng ft^tes, 
or fortunate opportunities, the principle is not 
the lefs uncliangeable, and is never abandoned 
|)y i[nonarchs. Their pretended fame is a part 
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vf this fyftciTi. In a word, it is neceffary they 
fliould increafe in greatncfs. 

France is bounded* on the wed by the Pyre* 
necs, which feparate it from Spain, and which 
form a kind of barrier, raifed by the hand of 
nature. She ie limited by the ocean on the 
north; and by the Alps and the Mediterranean 
on the fouth ; but toward the eaft (he has no 
other boundaries but thofe which moderation 
and juftice may prefcribe. Alfatia and Lorrain, 
difmembered from the empire, have extended 
her domain as far as the Rhine. It were to be 
wiflied that the French moi^archy might never 
extend beyond this river ; to attain the ftiores 
of which fhe has only the fmall dutchy of Lux- 
emburg to invade, the little eledorate of Treves 
to acquire by fome treaty, the dutchy of Liege, 
by right of convenience, with the barrier towns, 
Flanders, and fome few fimilar trifles which muft 
neceflarily be included in fuch a re-union ; nor 
is there any thing wanting to this purpofe ex- 
cept the adminiflration of a mild and moderate 
man, who, if I may be allowed the exprefEon, 
modelling his charader after the pradices of his 
court, and throwing the whole blame of his arts 

♦ The youth of the author muft atone for the uaaccuracy 
of hii geography. T. 

and 
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and infidious fubtletjes on fubaltcrn miniften^ 
fhall, (heltered undca: a rcfpedable appearance, 
bring his purpofcs to a happy iffuc. 

France docs not ad with precipitation. Con- 
ftancly attached to her plan^ (he waits it$ com- 
{)Ietion from circumftances. It may be faid 
that conqueft muft come unbidden, and prefent 
itfclf to her. Whatever is ftudicd in her pro- 
jcft (he conceals ; and were we to judge by ap- 
pearances we (bould imagine that fortune has 
uken this nation under her particular proteftion. 
Let us not deceive ourfelves ; fortune and 
chance are words without figni(ication ; the 
aftual good fortune of France is her penetration, 
the fbrefight of her minifters, and the excellence 
of her meafures. 

Let us remark with what affiduity the cardinal 
Undertakes to mediate between the emperor and 
the Turk. The emperor, in return for the fer- 
viee- rendered him, cannot do lefs than cede hi* 
claims over the province of Luxemburg to 
Louis' XV. According to all appearances, this 
clutchy muft be one of the firft acquifitions which 
(hall follow the ceffion of Lorrain ; for, as France 
has been rcfpeftful in all things that related to 
the arrangements the emperor thought proper 
t;o make, juftice will feem to require a fimilar 
refpeft, on the part of the emperor, for the ar- 
rangements 
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rangements of France. This is no more than 
the traffic of gratitude, which the politics of 
thefe fovereigns render fubfervient to their 
grandeur. 

With refpeft to other countries which France 
may conquer, it will be a prudent part not to 
be in too much hafte, that Ihe may the better 
confirm herfelf in former conquefts, and not 
alarm her neighbours. The din of too much 
fuccefs might awaken the maritime powers, that 
are at prefent llumbering in the arms of fecurity, 
and the bofom of ipdolence. 

I ^an perceive projedls more grand, more com- 
prehenfiye, than thofe of which I have fpoken, 
which may conftitute a farther part of the fyftem 
of France; and the moment which Providence 
has indicated for the execution of thofe vaft 
defigns feems to be that of the deceafe of his 
Imperial majefty. What time can be more 
proper to give law to Europe ? What circUm- 
ftances more favourable under whidi every thing 
may be riflced ? 

The electors are all at prefent difunited by 
their divided interefts; fome feeking for per- 
fonal advantages will throw themfelves into the 
arms of France, and facrifice the general good ; 
others will difpute among themfelves for the 
empire; a tliird party will ruin themfelves to 
7 obtain 
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obt^ the fucceflion of his provinces, atnd 
others again> inflated by hopes to which grand 
alliances will give birth, will fpread the flanaes 
of war, incite troubles and confufion, while thofe 
who might oppofe the chief force of the com- 
mon enemy will venture nothing, but will aban- 
don their deftiny to chance^ 

By the laft treaty of peace, France has pledged 
herfelf to the guarantee of the Pragmatic fandion. 
She is thus indifpenfably obliged to interfere in 
the affairs of Germany, after the death of the 
emperor, and the proceedings of France will, 
on that occafion^ be rendered much more dan- 
gerous than on any other, becaufe they will 
alTume the plaufible appearance of juftice, and 
even the violence Qie (hall commit will wear the 
garb of equity. 

Let us farther remark how Carefully France 
keeps the maritime powers from participating 
in the guarantee. Can this be fuppofed to be 
done without a meaning ? Can it be imagined 
that fome frivolous caprice pf pride was the 
caufe of fuch a proceeding? Or is it poflible to 
perfuade ourfelves that a minifler, who hitherto 
has afforded niarks of confummate prudence, in 
the moft trifling affairs, has views fo bounded ? 
Let us-do juflice to the policy of the French; it 
is never fo limited as it may be fuppofed. 

it 
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It; is poffibfe the French were glad not to dif- 
turb the Englifh miniftry, who found fufficient 
employment in the inteftine quarrels of the king<> 
dom. They were equally well pleafcd that the 
xxxaritime powers (hoidd have no part in the 
fecret treaties of the two contrafting courts, in 
order that, fhould the Auftrian fucceffion here* 
after excite difputes^ thefi^ powers may have no 
pretence whatever to interfere in the troubles of 

Germany./. /" * 

Precautions are carried ftill ferther; fiibfidies 

are paid to the courts of Swedeh and Denmark; 

cither to keep them inaftive, or to put them ifi 

a condition of oppofirig fucn as fliould defire t6 

take mealures inimical to the deflgnS, and regu* 

lations, of the court of France. 

Excellent as the policy of thi'^ tofurt i$, it 
inuft be confefled that it is equally favoured by 
the concurrence of certain cirtiitnftances. All 
tiiofe printed whofe powef and grandeur might 
give umbrage are in i. ftate* of difurion. France 
has only to tlow up, afid not to fufFer the em- 
bers of difcord to be extingtiiflted. She has aC 
prcftnt ftill infinitely greater advantage', fcfr (he 
meets with no opponent whoft depth of mindi 
boidnefs, and abiTities, can be dangerous to her. 
l^or this region. Ihe^ will acquire left glory thaiv 

vot. rv. Eb i^ 
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is aflligned to the naihtt of Henry IV. andLtmis 
XIV. 

What would Richelieu, what iftrould M^zarirt 
lay, were they 4t prefent to rife from the dead? 
They would be highly aftonilhcd no I6n!ger io 
find a Philip III. and IV. lit Spain ; no Cirtor 
wcl, no WiUiaih of i^Faftau in England J ttti 
prince of Orange in HoUind j no enipetw Fei> 
dinand in (icrmafty; and "Vtty few true Gtr^ 
mans in the holy Roman empire ; no Timocent 
II. at Rome J no Tilly, no Montecuculi, no 
Marlborough, no Eugene, at the head of the 
armies ^f the enemy t in fine, to fee fo general 
^SL debUity among all thofe to whom the dcftiny 
of man is confided, in peace and war: nor 
would they wondqr were any one to vanquish, 
and deceive^ the fucceflbrs of thefe great men. 

The French were formerly obliged to combat 

^all Europe, leagued and confpiring againd them, 

; and to their valour alone were they indebted 

. for their conquefts. At prefent they owe their 

: ^ctateft fuccefs to negotiation, and tnuil attri* 

. tute the triumphant career of their proifperity 

-lefs to their own ftrength than to the weaknefe 

of their foes. There is no better way of obtain* 

/ ing ^Jufl: and exaft idea, of fuch events as hap- 

.pen among men^ than that of judging by com- 

parifon; 



|>iartron^ of i]elcdifig exampleis from hifbry; ef 
ilawing a paraUd between them aiid fa<^ of 
the prefenc ^y^ (b a$ to remark their conneo 
tion and fimiburigr. Nothing iis more worthy 
of huoum v&Soa$ toort inftruftlve, or more ca^* 
jpable of increa&ig our khO wledge. 

The mind of man is the Cxoit in all cotmtries 
and in aU ages. They have nearly the famt 
|>aflions; their iodinations (barcely differ in any 
thing. They are fometimes more or lefs fori* 
xMis, accoixUng as the wretched dsemon of tm^ 
bition 2014 inju^ce iafules into them his infeo 
tious and €ontagk>us breath. Certain epochal 
(land diftingyi(hed becaufe^ during them, the 
fsJBotxs of men have been more agitated, and 
often re^p^ded. Such is that of the conqucftf 
pf Cyrqs: at the head of the^erfians; the bat^ 
tle& of SaUnus and Plataea among the Greeks; 
the reigns of Philip and of Alexander the Great 
Over the Macedonians; the dvil wars of Syila;; 
the triumvirate; the reigns of Auguftus and of 
ehe firfl: Ca^rs, among the Romans. 

In a word, the love of the arts and the rage; 
of war have paffed fircMia tx>untry to country, and 
have always produced the fame effedbs, whei^ 
ever they have taken up their abode. The rea* 
fon of this is evident. The mind of man, andi 
jthe paiOElons by which he i^ ffQViQ:ned»^ a^e^er 

Bba , ti»- 
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the faiilc. Hence neceflarily the fame effe6!» 
muft be produced. All T have faid of arts and 
of war is ftill more true with refpeft to the poli- 
tics of great monarchs, which* have tontinually 
ttcch the fame. It has been their cdnftant fun- 
damental principle to invade, in order to ag- 
grandife ; and their wifdom has ever confifted 
in anticipating the arts of their cneniies, and in 
Contending who among themfdves (hall be the 

Inoftfubtle. 

' Let us at prefent examine the proceedings of 
Philip of Macedon, toward the Greeks ; and 
try whether we cannot dHcover, in them, fomc 
traits of French politics. Let us afterward take 
a retrofpeft of fome of the events of die Roman 
hiftory ; and the reader will then be able to fey 
whether he cannot perceive, I will not lay a re* 
femblance, but a perfeft conformity, between the 
tranfaftions that have lately happened in Europe 
ahdthofe at which we" hiave glanced. The re- 
public of the Greeks was ohly fupported by the 
^ ftrift union 'in wWch the various little republics 
were connefted. The cities of Lacedemon and 
Athens were fioweVcr diflinguifhed above all the 
others. It was they who gave life to the deli* 
bcrations, and the great things which were put 
in executions and on them the little republics 
were tio more than dependent. Had Philip at- 
- ' - ' - tacked 
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tacked the entire league, he would hav^ met; 
with formidable ' enemies, by whom he would 
not only have been refilled but who might 
have rendered even his own ftates the thpatre 
of war. How did the politics of this prince aft 
to vanquifli the whole republic ? He fowed dif- 
union and jealoufy among the ihferior allied 
cities; he ftxengthened difcord, corrupted their 
orators, took part with the feeble that he mi^ht 
fupport them againft the ftrong, and, having 
humbled the latter, xhp former were fbon at hi? 
mercy^ 

Ho:iv do the politics of France proceed, to 
obtain univerial monarchy ? Do we not fee with 
y^hzt art 0ie fcatters divifion among the princes 
of the empire ; with what addrefs (he gains the 
friendfhip of the monarchs of whom (he (lands 
moft in need; and with what fubde cunning ihe 
fupports the interefts of petty princes againft the 
more puiflant ? Who can but admire the man-^ 
nc^r in which (lie has iadjed to fap the /orce of 
the in^ri^iqie powers; the feafonablf ,art with 
yrhich (he intimidates them; and witl^.what 
complaifant cunning (he amufes (hem about 
Rifles, Avhilc (he her(elf \s (Irikipg^reat (Irokes ? 
J^t iia alfo, at the fame time, obferye how moft 
of the princes of Europe, equally infenfible witlj 
jhf GxcetLs, plunged in lethargic fecur^ty, neg- 
/ ^b3 lea 
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left w reunite and join their neighbours, tq 
prevent certain misfortunej and infallible ruin. 

Let us again take a momentary view of the 
artful manner in which th? Freqch attraft the 
attention of the northern powers by fv^bfidies^i 
thus as it were to leave thofe who have not ob- 
rained any to their own peril, and (hen judge 
whether fuch poUtics do not afl^milate with and 
form a part of ^he fyftem of Philip of Macedon* 
termit me to carry the comparifon ftitt further^ 
we (hall perceive that the hiftory of PhiKp wil^ 
furnilh more than one eyent conformable td 
thofe of the prefent times, and worthy of the 
politics of Verfailles. 

The king of Macedon had previoufly gained 
the Thebans, Olynthians, and Meffenians. Hd 
afterward indiKed the Athenians, who wertf en- 
feeblcd, and Kttle capable of refiftfng him, toj 
cede the cities of Amphipolis and Pptidea, which 
fcrved him as barriers. Being in poflfeffion of 
Phocis and the ftraits of Thermopyla, he held 
as it were the key of Greece, and it was eafy for 
him to attack whenever he fhould find attack 
convenient to his interefts. 

The l^iftory of France ftippHc? an example 
which it is irapoflible to read, without recolleft- 
ing the trait of ancient hiftory which I have juft 
cited. \ fcaixcly peed fay I ^Dudc to the ac- 

guifidoi^ 



C0KSII»RATIQN; on. politics. J75 

^uifitiQa of AUktia, and Str^urg. Thqfe places^ 
cut oflf from Germany, \^erc formerly the ftraits 
pf Tl^tqnopylfie, or a kipd of bulwark, andXfOr- 
rain, which has fp lately, been invaded, in fitu; 
^qa cqcrefpond^ to the country of Phocis. 

A n^^nner of invading which Co, much refem^ 
ble3 that rf kin^ Philip, to me feems with fufii- 
c:ienc evidence to difcoyer 4 perfe£l; cooforrnity 
of plaq, FhiUp did not fix hi$ boundaries at the 
ilrait^ of Thcrnippyla, he foon paffed beyond 
(hem^ I recoUeft what ^ f^g;e faid, on fuch an 
occafiom, tp a Icing of Epims, at feeing the im- 
mcnfc preparations which were made for war» 
^ Wherefore," he ^fl^cd th^ ppnce, ^' are you 
^ coUedin^; all thcfe ajrms, and this baggage ?'^ 
For the conqueft of Italy,' replied Pyrrhqs.— 
* Andi haying cpnquered ftaly, where are wc 
^ to go next ?'* — ^ My good Cyneas, we wiU 
then n^ake ovirfeives matters of Sicily; after 
wlueh nothing but a fair wind will be wanting 
and Carthage (hall be ours ; we will next crofs 
the Lybian deferts, Arabia and Egypt will be 
unable to refill us, and Perfia and Greece (hall 
in like manner be fubjeded.* The projeft of 
this prince was no lefs than that of eftabli(hing 
his dominion over the whole earth. His Ian* 
guage was the language of ambition^ and am* 

B U 4 bidon 
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bition cpritiiraally ads and thinks alike, | 
fliall ^dd nothing more* ' 

With refpcft to the Greeks, they confidercd 
the prqgrefs of Philip in a fuperficial manner, 
and very fooliflily imagined that the death of 
the Jcing would rid them of a dangerous enemy, 
from whom they had every thing to fean This 
is precif^ly the language which is at prefent held 
in Europe. Men flatter themfelves that the 
4eath of an able French politician will put ai^ 
end to French policy, and that the minifter who 
ftiall fuccced him will neither have the fame 
views nor the fame plans: in fine they amufe 
themfelves with trifling hopes, which ufually are 
the confolation of fe^^e minds, and men of in* 
ferior genius. 

Permit me he^^ to cit^ the manner in which 

_ , - * \ 

pemoflhenes reproached the Athenians, in his 
lirft Philippic.—-" Philip is dead, fays ohe. No, 

•* anfwers another, but he is fick. And what 

■• . • • i - ^^ • - 

** is if p you whether he live or whether he 
f* die ? Thopjgh he fjiould be no more, Athe- 
^* nians, ypu woyld foon raife up another Phi- 
'* lip, if you do not change your conduft ; for 
** Philip is become what he is, not fo much 
^* from his own force as, frpm your negli* 
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I iiavc ftiU fomc reflexions to make, on points 
in which the cpnduft of the Romans was per- 
feftljr correfpondcnt to that of our modern Ro- 
mans; I mean the French. Let us confider the 
extreme attention with which the Romans inter- 
fered, in the affairs of the whole earth; they 
even affefted to decide on all the difputes of 
princes; Rome was the tribunal of the wofld; 
and monarchs acknowledged, I know not how, 
the fovcreignty of that tribunal -, they l^d their 
caufcs before the Roman people, who of all peo- 
ple were the moft powerful and the mofl proud. 
The fenate, accuftomed finally to determine on 
the fort\ines of princes, erefted itfelf the arbi- 
trator of their various difptltes. By thefe means 
it was that they made themfelves matters of 
Greece, and acquired the inheritance of Eumenes, 
king of Pergamus; and this was the method by 
which Egypt was reduced to a Roman province. 

We foon (hall fee that France has done tho 
fame. Nay Louis XI V» dared to cffeft what the 
Romans never could accomplifti; he inftiruted 
a tribunal of reunion; which, pretending to 
fearch into ancient dependence, ^(Kiuccd whole 
provinces under his yoke. 

It is now time to fpeak of the fuccefllpn of 
Charles II. laft king of Spain; and of the will 
^hkh was fubftituted^ or mutjbtoi^, bjr wbifb 

7 ^ 



the French blood royal has encroached upoa t^ 
lig^s of that of Spain; of the intri^ies b^ which 
Fiance ha& endeavoured to reanimate d^e; partjfs 
of the pretender in England^ and make tbi^ 
prince lung of Great Britam ; and> that we nuy 
allege more recent ei^mpless let m recdle(^ 
the fending of don Catlw intq Italy^ and thq 
proceedings of France in the troubles of Poland^ 
I might further cite the right of arbitrati^gi^ 
which France has arrogated to herfelf^i in thc^ 
dilutes, relative to Juliers and Bei^ that have 
arifen between the king of Pruffia and the p^a* 
tine of Sulzbach, which affair would properly 
have affefted the empire only, had not the nv>fl; 

* 

Chriftian king found a pretence for interfer^Acej^ 
m the peace of Weftphalia. In the note belpw> 
all which is mentioned on the fubjeft, in thi^ 
treaty of peace, may be feen*. 
. Even in the difputes of the city of Geneva 
France has made herfelf a party ; and^ whether 
from cormpt or other motives, the citizens o^ 

Geneva have thrown themfdves into her arms. 

*• * 

" ♦ Art. IV. ml the peace of WcftphaSa, § 7. 

- Aa«l» asUiefttocdloDof JnSenmayiapcoccftdFthQecst 
che great troufaks in the empire, between the per{bn9 inters 
efted, if they arc not prevented, it is agreed that, after the 
peace, an acconjmodation of the caufe (hall be elFeAed, by the 
lifual means, fcefore his Imperial majefty, or by friendly agrce- 
menty or l^foaie^0dier 'kgal^vray^ usifbon at poSbte* - 

i 4 Neither 
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Neiditr will the war whidi the emperor is no# 
snaking in Hongary be conckided without hear^ 
|ng tnendon made of Fiance ; and die Corficans 
will very foon learn whac their &te is to be from 
thefe fame Frenqh« In fiae> if differences arife^j 
they are terminAted by France. Is war to be 
made ; France becomes a party in it Are ar« 
ticles of peace to be drawn up; Frimce impofeii 
laws, and ere6b herfelf the fovereign arbitrefi 
of die eardu 

Such are the fafts which I have imagined are 
parallel to thc^ I hiive fele^bed from the RomaA 
hiftery. I cite them tmpardally, and without 
being a£tqated byany othei^ motive than that d 
the love qftruth. 

I (hall only add a fingle retiHurk, which vnil 
relate to d)f^ cpnformit]r of genius to be found 
between the Roman and French negotiators* 
When Ffunce has attained a certain pwpofe^ 
and has po ij^iore need to obfcrve a refpedtful 
condud^ we cannot but remark^ ia her negoHa^ 
tors, an extreme haughtineis and arrogance* 
Supple when they feek the aififfancc of king;^ 
and infupportable in their pride, when the aflift* ' 
ancc of thefe kings is no more conducive XQ 
their intereft. It is requifite we (bould here re* 
colle<% the embafly which the Romam fent to 
Antiochus king of Syria^ to prerent him from 

attacking 



380 FO!^TH0MOys W0ER8* 

attacking Ptolemy and Cleopatra, who, as fovc^ 
reigns of Egypt, were the allies of the Romans* 
Popilius, who was no more than a Roman citir 
zen, was charged with this embafly, and proudly 
demanded a catj^gorical anfwer, from Antiochus, 
to the qqeftipn.that hjtd been propofed^ The 
king, thep at the head of an army, and ready to 
falj on E^ypt> bqng aftgniftied by fuch a 4>ropo- 
fition, hefitat^ xzoncejning a reply. Popilius, 
with the wand which he held in his hand, traced 
a circle round the king, and cothmanded him 
t.Q anfwer before he pafled its limits^ 

Let us remark the haughty and abfolute man^ 
xietiin which the ambaflador of France behaved, 
in the affairs of Geneva. Let us caft a glance 
jover the memoriial* that M. de Fenelon pre- 
Xeated to the States- General at the Hague, re- 
lative to thefucceflion of Julicrs; let us recol- 
le^ .fh« puerile difpute ^f between him and the 

• At the end of the treaty. 

f Of which what follows was the origin. At a U&rnl 
givep hy the States-General, the ambafladors of France aqd 
England were prefent. The Englifh ambafl&dor drank to the 
health of the emperor, or to the profperity of the States- 
Cencral. M. de Fenelon affirmed it appertained to him to 
4nnk that heahh. The quarrel proceeded to great lengths, 
Ii9d it was calfcd the «rar of the fide-board. The ftory ia 
knows. 
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EngKfli ambaflador, as fingular as itwafi novel,* 
fconcerning a poiixt of precedency; 'and^ froni fcr 
many fimilar traks, wefhalt be able todifcoTcr 
dcfigns equally ambitious in the moderns as inr 
the ancients; 'and views equally- exteiifiVe. In 
fine, we ftiall perceive an exa<St corraponcfcnceJ 
between the conduft- of France and that of Phi-. 
lip of Macedon; as well as between that of 
France and of the Roman republic. • ' ' o 

~ From what has been fald, it will be eafyto 
perceive that the political Body of Europe h in 
a perilous fituation. It is deprived of its'diW 
equilibrium, and is in a ftate in -which it cannot 
long reniain,* Without great riik, ^ The political 
fefembles the human body, which can only fub- 
fift by a mixture df equal quantities of the acid 
and the alcalL * Whenever one of thefetwo fub- 
ftances predominates, the body is made fenfible 
of it, and the health is confiderably injured: 
fhbuld that ftibffance continue to increafe, it 
tnay finally ciiife ffie dcftnidtion of the machine. 
Hius, whenever the policy and prudence of the 
princefs of (Europe- lofe fight of the maintenance 
bf a juft biknce, -betweeil the principal powers, 
it is felt by tfte^ coAftitution of the whole body- 
politic. Violekce oh'the one fide, wcaknefs on 
the other; die defire of invading on the one, 
and on the other the inability to prevent ihvi- 
- fion. 
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itin. The moft piaflki^ givts law^ and tlit 
ieefak art un^cr the neceffity of adding their 
tpmmt^ JUl finstUy concur in augmenting 
di(wder and confufion. Force ads like an im^ 
^uQii9 torrent, paflfes Its bounds, carries every 
thing with it, and expofes this un£[»tunate body«» 
politic to tl^ naoil &ul revolutions. 

Such ve the confiderations which bri^y have 
been fumilbed me by the prefent ftate of £u^ 
fQpek Sboipid any power imagine I have ex- 
p|ai|ied myfelf widi too much freedoni, it ought 
^ipiow that dee fruit wiH always partake of the 
flavour of the tree; and that, bom in a free 
country, I may be permitted to fpeak with > 
noUc 4aringn^, and a fincerity incapable of 
fciffuog, ^ fiiiccrity of wlxich moft men are ig. 
nocant, axA w^^ch. perhaps wUl appear criminal 
to-chofe who, drawing thehr firft breath in fcrw 
vitude, have I?een educated in flavery^ 

After l^vi^ ^iven a Iketch of the ccH)du(9i 
of tfaepolitks 9f £wx)pe, a&OE; havit^ developed 
l^fyftem of its courts, according to the degn^ 
pf inlbrma^qi I pqfiefs, and (hewn the dan* 
gerous confequences of c^e ^ambition of fon&e 
princesy I wiU venture to probe die wound of 
this . body-politic fkill deeper; I will examine 
the root (rf the evil, and exert qayfclf to difcover 
Its moft fccret xra^ufcs. Should mV refleaiona 

. fortunately 
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Ibituna^y tome to the ears of Come princes^ 
dvey will theic find truths whicfh they nev^ 
would have feamed from tfae moiith of thM* 
<ou^rs, 2ind their para£te6. Ferha{» t&ejr will 
even be aftonShed fo perceive ihefe truths 
ammging ^hemfdves rotsid the throng Let 
them be taught^ therefore, diot their own £dfe 
piittciples are the mofl poifbnous fdorce of the 
misfortunes of Europe. 

The error of the moft of tJide princes is Aey 
imagine God has exprefsly created, out of paar- 
ticular attention to their grandeur their fcfi- 
city and their pride, that multitude of med, 
Ae profpcrity of whom is committed to tbdr 
charge; and diat their fubjeds are deftincd 
oillv to be their inftruments, and the minSlers 
of dieir ungovemed paflSons. ' Whenever firft 
principles are founded in etror, the confequeiaC^cs 
deduced moft coiitinually be vicious. Hence 
their diforderly love of falfe glory ; hence their 
ardent defire of invafion ; hence the rigor of the 
. taxes wkh which the people are loaded ; hence 
the llothfulnefs of kings; hence their pdde, 
the^ir ihjdftice, their inhumanitjr^ tfaei^ t3n:anny, 
and all the vices by which human nature is jde- 
graded. 

Were princes to rejeft thefe errcfiieous idets^ 
were they defirous of inquirii^ iMoliie esuLof 

their 
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their iiiftitiition, they wotild-thenpercdvcth^ 
•the rank of which they are fo v'ain, akid their^e- 
vation, is the work of the people;; that the'inil-' 
lions of men oVer whom they are' to watch did 
not all yield themfelvesr up theila\res of anindi- 
-viduali in ctdtt to rendcr-him more forrnidable 
and more puiiTanty and th^t they did not fubjeS: 
themfelves to a fellow citizen to fall the ipartyis 
of his caprices, and to be niadc the fport of his 
.whims^,];Hlt that they chofe the perfon anjong 
-tibem \^m they fuppo^ed the mod juCk as their 
-governor, that he might t>e to them a. father; 
.the nioft' humane, that he might compaffionatc 
StioA alleviate their misfortunes ; the^ moft valiant, 
: that he might defend them againft their enemies; 
the moft wifc^ that he might not infenfibly 
plunge them into ruinous and deftrudive wars; 
and, in fine> the man who moft cffedually could 
reprefent the embodied ftates,.and in whom fb- 
vereign power might be the fupport of juftice 
and die la\vs> and not the inftrumept of com- 
mitting crwafc^ with impunity, smd of cxercifing 
, tyranny* ':..'.' 
. : Thjs pfciiicipmmng eftablilhed, pfintcs would 
• oos^ftentlyi ^oid the two rpcks which in all agds 
have occafioned the ruin of empires, and tbtf 
, w6£idfR ^<]©fi*ft3n;' that is to fay immeaftfrabltf 
^ ajpnbitiOsdK ItfKjd cowardly indolence. Inftead of 
'^' ') inceflantly 
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inceffantly projeding conquefts, thcfe gods of 
the earth would labour only to fecure happinefs 
to their;^ people ; would wholly employ them- -^ 
felves to relieve the miferable, and to render 
their government mild and falutary. It is 
neceflary that the benefits they ftiould beftow 
fliould infpire men with a wilh to have been 
born their fuhgefts; that a general rivalfliip 
fhould reign among them, each endeavouring 
to furpafs the other in bounty and clemency ; 
that they fliould be convinced the true glory of 
monarcljs does not confift in oppreffing their 
neighbours, nor in augmenting the number of 
their flaves, but in fulfilling the duties of their 
offices, and in perfeftly correfponding to the 
intention of thofe by whom they have been 
clothed with power, and from whom they hold 
fupreme grandeur. 

Yes, fovereigns ought to remember that ambi- . 
tion and vain glory are vices which are feverely 
puniflied in private perfons, and held in abhor- 
rence when difcovered in a priace. 

N.either would thofe kings who (hould unceaf- 
ingly refleft on their duties negled: to perform 
thofe duties, or hold them to be occupations 
unworthy of their fplendor. They would not 
blindly commit the welfare of their people to a 
minifter who might be corrupted, who might 
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be. deficient in talents^ and who is ge^ierally 
Icfs intereftcd in the pubHc welfere than the 
fovercign. 

Princes (hould pcrfonally; watch the proceed- 
ings of dieir neighbours. They (bpuld apply 
themfelves with extreme attention to penetrate 
their plans, and anticipate their enterprifes. 
They (hould take the precautions which good 
alliances afibrd againft the politics of thofe tur** 
bulent fpirits that never ceafc to invade, and 
that, like the canker, eat into and confume 
whatever they touch. Prudence then would 
ftrengthen the ties of friendfliip, and the alliances 
which fuch princes ftioyld form. Wifdom would, 
be their counfellpr, and would render the defigns 
of their enemies abortive; they would prefer af- 
fiduous application, which would ever have the 
public good for its end, to the llothful and 
the voluptuous lives of courts- 

In a word, to lofe provinces is opprobrious 
and ignominious; and to conquer thofe over 
which we have no legal claim is unjuft and 
criminal rapacity. 
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